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To Toni.
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the encouragement, the joy of being in love with you, but, most of all,
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May God help us to finish strong.
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The Coming Delusions

OPENED UP the newspaper on Easter morning

to find the headline “Best-Sellers Challenge the
New Testament.” At the end of this lengthy
article about The Da Vinci Code and the
Gospel of Judas, the writer finished by saying,
"...making a case that the New Testament
isn't the last word. Maybe not even the first
word.”

It sounded a lot like the original line used by Satan in the Garden of Eden.

“Did God really say...?” With articles like this, we can see that from Genesis 3 until
present day, the story hasn't changed. The theme of skepticism remains.

I preached a message that Easter Sunday about the consistency of God’s
promises. He promised a savior first to Adam and Eve and then to Abraham, Jacob,
David and the prophets Jeremiah, Isaiah, Daniel, and Ezekiel. I reminded everyone
that these promises were recorded and documented over a 4,000 year period. The
gospels also record the life and death of Jesus in great detail with historical accuracy.
They tell of Christ’s execution and resurrection—events all foretold with amazing
precision in the Old Testament. I explained to the Easter crowd that we are all
part of this continuum, a process that began long ago. It’s a story that continues to
unfold today.

Then I paused to announce the “shocking” news report from the paper that
morning. I pulled out the article and said that, according to this story, the New
Testament may all be a hoax. I announced that this might very well be the last
Easter we ever celebrate since 6,000 years of history, prophecy, documentation,
and experience has just been undermined by a best-selling novel. Though I was
obviously joking, the part that wasn't funny was that, for some Christians, the
undermining I spoke of was actually true.

I went to buy The Da Vinci Code right after it first came out, but when I went
to Barnes & Noble, I couldn't find it. (This was eatly on, before the front tables in
bookstores prominently displayed stacks upon stacks of the red book.) I eventually
gave up my search and asked an employee for help. The young boy immediately
knew what the problem was.“Oh,” he said.”You're in the wrong section. The Da
Vinci Code is in fiction.”

I was confused. Wasn't this the book that had Christians in a state of panic?
As I began reading the book, I immediately recognized that the facts concerning
apologetics, church history, and the origin of the scriptures had been terribly
misrepresented. Because I had previously studied those things, I wasn't the least
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THE COMING DELUSIONS

bit bothered by the book. In fact, I thought it was a great novel, and read it
straight through.

The Da Vinci Code didn't bother me because I knew that the false information
it presented could easily be countered. There are hundreds of pieces of historical
evidence that could quickly disprove this small fictional work from the 21st century.
There were manuscripts authenticated long before the year that the ancient church
supposedly began tampering with scripture (325 AD). These texts include John
Ryland’s manuscript, dated 100-125 AD; the Bodmer Papyrus, dated 125 AD,
which includes nearly all of the Gospel of John; some of the Oxyrhynchus papyri,
dated 100-150 AD; the Chester Beatty Papyri, dated 200 AD, which contains
much of the New Testament; the Codex Vaticanus, dated 325, containing most of
both the Old and New Testaments. Remember, these are actual copies of scripture,
some within a generation of the original writers, and they all agree with what we
find in our Bibles today.

In addition to these ancient manuscripts of the New Testament itself, we have
many writings from early pastors, teachers, and others who quoted portions of
the New Testament in their books, notes, and sermon outlines. More than 36,000
of these Biblical quotations are dated prior to 325 AD. Scholars say that all but
eleven of the verses in the New Testament are found in these writings dated 100-
300 AD.

Knowing all this, I realized I had far
more important things to do than try to
convince people Dan Brown’s story wasn't
real. The fact that so many Christians
were confused by the book was proof that
my time might be better spent teaching
on church history, apologetics, and the
veracity of ancient Biblical texts.

[f your faith has collapsed
The Da Vinci Code, The Lost Gospel because of some novel or
of Judas, and other works that attack movie then understand

scripture simply do not Smnfl up against that the naval fleet of your
historical, archaeological, philosophical,

scientific, and linguistic evidence. It is soul has been conquered

absolutely clear that the authenticity of by a canoe.
the New Testament has been preserved
accurately for two-thousand years. The
DaVinci Code attacking this evidence
could be likened to a canoe attacking a

fleet of battleships.
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HOPE FOR AMERICA'S LAST GENERATION

We read in II Thessalonians 2:9-12 that in the last days God will send a
powerful delusion to the people who have rejected him. If The Da Vinci Code has
confused you, then the bad news is that you will become even more confused in
coming days. If your faith has collapsed because of a book or a movie or whatever
else you might stumble across in our culture today, then you should know that the
naval fleet of your soul has just been conquered by a canoe.
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What’s Going On?

Chapter 1: Confusion

AM A teacher, and I coach the boys' track team at our school. Track practice

takes place every weekday after school throughout the season. It's always been
that way, and probably always will be. One week I learned that a school dance was
scheduled for Friday afternoon right after class ended. Because the dance was going
to go well into the night, I told the boys wed have track practice after school like
usual, and they could head over to the dance when they were finished. I told them I
was well aware of the dance, but practice was still on. I thought I'd made everything
clear as the boys headed to their locker room after Thursday’s track practice.

On Friday, about five minutes before the last bell rang, I noticed a DJ setting
up his sound equipment for the dance in the school gym. Since our track team
practices right outside the gym, I knew the boys were going to be frustrated when
they heard the music and saw fellow classmates dancing. I wondered if some boys
might still be tempted to skip practice, so, for good measure, I decided to make
one final announcement over the intercom as a reminder. The announcement was,
“There will be track practice as usual immediately after school today for the entire
boys track team.”

Right as the announcement ended, eight boys from the track team walked
into my classroom dizzy with confusion. One boy conjured up his best look of
bewilderment and asked, “Coach, do we have practice tonight? We were wondering
because nobody really knows.” When I again confirmed that we did, another boy
quickly asked, “What happens if we don't come?” My reply was simple: “You'll be
punished.”

Confusion was not limited to this group of boys. Many members of the track
team lingered in the hallway debating about whether or not there was track
practice. One boy approached a team manager to inquire about it. The manager
supposedly told him, “T think there’s practice...but it might be optional” That was
all that the boy needed. Now armed with words straight from the mouth of the
team manager, he could claim ignorance to later justify the reason he followed his
desires and went to the dance. As I left my classroom to head to the track, another
boy stopped me to ask about practice. I looked right at him and said,“Yes, we have
practice.” He went to the dance.

The track boys who chose to go to the dance could actually see their teammates
running warm up Iaps on the track outside as they walked into the gym. Yet these
boys remained “confused” as to whether or not there was track practice.
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Confirmations about track practice that had taken place:

1) I had announced there would be practice on Friday and even warned
the boys that there might be some confusion because of the dance, but
that shouldn't change anything.

2) An announcement was made over the loud speaker moments before the
boys had to decide whether or not to go to track practice.

3) Some of the boys had approached me even after hearing the
announcement, and I told them face-to-face,“Yes we have track
practice.”

4) The fifty-eight boys who showed up for track practice were running
right outside the gym, and the boys who were at the dance could
actually see their teammates running—thus confirming that practice
was indeed taking place.

When all seventy track boys showed up on Monday, I asked why twelve of
them had missed Friday’s practice. The excuses varied but all came back to the
same claim: they were in a state of ignorance due to so much confusion. Some
insisted that I hadn't made it clear. One blamed the manager for saying practice
was optional. Others swore they forgot. And all the boys who went to the dance
confirmed each other’s confusion by contending that there was just no way of
knowing whether or not we had practice. Their strategy involved insisting on
confusion. They figured if enough people said they were confused, I would have to
accept it as a legitimate excuse. But I didn't. The confused boys lost the privilege of
: running in our first track meet.

As I stood there on Monday
surrounded by the track team it became
clear to me that, in life, people choose
to be confused. I couldn't have done

anything more to get them to track
Cla[m| ng to be confused ractice short of picking them up and
p p g p

after rejecti ng the truth carrying them from the school to the
ic no different track. (Even then some of the boys

probably would have slipped away to the

than claiming to be dance while I wasn't looking.) After all
in the dark after my effort to communicate obvious truth,
you shut off the light still almost 20% of the boys I spoke with

chose to remain confused.

Today the people of the United States
of America have become just like those
junior high boys. It's a growing cultural

pandemic to be confused about what's



CHAPTER 1: CONFUSION

right, true, and moral. Its hip to claim ignorance and say,“I don't think we can ever
really know for sure about things we can't see.” In fact, claiming ignorance is the
quickest way to avoid any kind of personal responsibility to know and understand
the spiritual side of life.

But just because there so are many conflicting beliefs in this world doesn't
mean we can claim to be “confused” about what’s right without facing serious
consequences. And just because certain Bible teachings may baffle us doesn't give
us a free pass to skip over them. Just because some Christian doctrines are hotly
debated doesn't mean we aren't accountable for examining the evidence ourselves.

We can't hide behind our claims of confusion any longer. We must stop making
excuses and admit that things can be known for certain. It's time for us to quit
being lazy and get busy gaining the understanding we lack. Like the track boys, the
excuse of, “I just wasn't sure which way was right,” is not going to cut it in the end.



Chapter 2: God Communicates with Us

HE TRUTH OF God can be known. His very nature involves the desire to

reveal himself to us, and he loves to communicate with us.

“The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his
hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display
knowledge. There is no speech or language where their voice is not heard.
Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the
world.” Psalm 19:1-4

“You saw no form of any kind the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb out
of the fire” Deuteronomy 4:15

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you from
the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded?”
Isaiah 40:21

“Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago?” Isaiah 44:8

“When he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He

will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears.” John 16:13
“He has not left himself without testimony.” Acts 14:17

“What may be known about God is plain to them, because God has made
it plain to them.” Romans 1:19

“T have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present
to you the word of God in its fullness — the mystery that has been kept
hidden from ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.”
Colossians 1:25

“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is
light; in him there is no darkness at all.” I John 1:5

God has communicated with man throughout human history beginning with
Adam in the garden and continuing with the patriarchs and the prophets. Finally,
God manifested himself to humanity as a man named Jesus. Hebrews 1:1-2 says:

“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many

times and in various ways but in these last days he has spoken to us by
his Son.”

God has continually revealed his nature to us in countless ways. We learn
about his character through history, philosophy, and science. Through written
text, we learn his plan for the future of mankind. He lets every generation know
what he is doing during their time on earth so they can understand what's going
on around them.



CHAPTER 2: GOD COMMUNICATES WITH US

If you personally don't understand what God is like or what he’s doing in the
world, you have no one to blame but yourself. You may feel like you can't know
God, but it's not because God has failed to communicate with you—it's because
you've failed to study hard enough to understand him. This may sound harsh, but
it's true. God has gone out of his way to reveal his plans to us, including salvation
and a standard of morality that goes above and beyond, calling us to righteousness.
As Christians, we should no longer accept the attitude of ignorance or confusion
when it comes to the spiritual realm. We should stop nodding in agreement with
people who say things like,“Some parts
of the Bible are just too confusing for us
to comprehend...” or “I'm sure everything
will work out fine in the end...” or “I

guess we'll just have to wait until we get
to heaven to understand it.”
As human beings, we are generally

rather distrustful of strangers. So when G Od ‘s yve ry
Proverbs 3:5 tells us to trust in God with .
nature involves

all our hearts, we can understand why

this would be a silly command if God the desire to
reveal himself.”

was a total stranger to us. If our creator
is merely an entity we can't know much
about, why on earth would we be asked
to trust him completely? Isn't it therefore
logical that God would reveal parts of
himself and his plan to us first, and expect
us to have faith in him second?

Asking for a Sign

In Matthew 16:1-5, the religious leaders in Christ's day were trying to make a
decision about who Jesus was. So far they had rejected the available information
they already had about Jesus, including:

1. The witness of John the Baptist
2. Jesus own words
3. Scriptural testimony

4. Jesus miraculous works

The Pharisees and Sadducees (religious leaders) came to Jesus and tested him

by asking him to show them a sign from heaven. Jesus replied:

“When evening comes, you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is
red, and in the morning, "Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and
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overcast. You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but

you cannot interpret the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous

generation looks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it except the
sign of Jonah! Jesus then left them and went away.” Matthew 16:1-4

Although the Pharisees and Sadducees presented themselves as open-minded
seekers who wanted to know the truth, the fact was that they would only hear the
truth on their terms. Jesus response to them indicates that he didn't view them as
real seekers desiring revelation from God, but, rather, men who had rejected the
truth time and time again. We too can deduce that those who reject God’s available
revelation while still presenting themselves as “open-minded truth seekers” will be
rebuked just like the Pharisees and Sadducees.

Jesus says, "A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a miraculous sign.”
Why does he say this? Because only a morally corrupt generation would reject all
the revelation God had already provided. Jesus made it clear that no miraculous
sign would be given. In other words, God will not ever split the sky, step out of
the heavens, and appear in all his glory just long enough for a New York Times
photographer to snap his picture and a CNN cameraman to catch it on film.
Although that would be very impressive proof of the reality of God’s existence, our
creator knows that even an incredible supernatural appearance would do mankind
little good. Why? Because as soon as God vanished back into heaven, everyone
whod rejected all his previous revelations would begin to explain away the latest
miracle. If men have already found a way to disprove God’s revelation in nature,
logic, scripture, and history, they won't hesitate to again use their science and
philosophy to explain away even the most obvious revelation of God’s existence.

Consider the Exodus generation. They were a generation of people enslaved
in Egypt when Moses first spoke to Pharoah concerning their freedom. He then
called upon signs from God and struck Egypt with ten terrible plagues. The
Exodus generation experienced all of the ghastly plagues and later walked through
the Red Sea after it was parted by the very hand of God. They were led through
the wilderness by a pillar of cloud and fire, and they experienced an incredible
manifestation of God on Mt. Sinai. And yet, even after witnessing all these
miraculous works of God, the Exodus generation still didn't believe he would lead
them into the Promised Land. Because of their disbelief, they spent the rest of their

lives wandering in the wilderness. Hebrews 3:16-18 says:

“Who were they who heard and rebelled? Were they not all those Moses
led out of Egypt? And with whom was he angry for forty years? Was it

not those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the desert?”
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All the excuses of the Exodus generation amounted to nothing more than
mankind’s continually rebellious attitude toward the obvious truth of God, (truth
revealed with crystal clarity, in their case). God was angry that they were so quick
to discount his past revelation, and he remained angry for forty years.

I have to imagine Jesus rolling his eyes when the Pharisees and Sadducees asked
him for “a sign.” After all, he had already performed numerous signs including
public healings and miracles. He had brought the dead back to life; he had walked
on water; he had cast out demons. There were eye-witnesses at all of these events,
and yet many people still wanted “a sign” that Jesus was who he said he was.

Jesus makes it clear that his generation had evidence to make an informed
decision about him. In Matthew 16:3, Jesus said,“You know how to interpret
the appearance of the sky, but you can not interpret the signs of the times.” His
generation had paid such careful attention to the signs of the natural world that
they had even learned how to predict the weather, but they still couldn't utilize the
signs revealed by God to understand what he was doing in their generation.

The problem Jesus had with his generation is the same problem we have
today. We are a group of people more aware of our natural world full of trivial
concerns than the spiritual realm which is everlasting. We pay no heed to II
Corinthians 4:18,“For the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.” This is a great travesty because we will all eventually step

into that “eternal” world someday, and we will all be held accountable.



Chapter 3: Knowing the Signs

the Messiah. The wisemen knew the signs, as did Simeon, an old man who met

JOHN THE BAPTIST knew the signs, and, therefore, knew that Christ was

Jesus parents at the temple when Jesus was an infant. Anna, the prophetess, also
recognized Jesus when he was just a baby. These people had been careful to study
previous revelation from God. They didn't need additional signs. They already

knew what God was up to.

Distractions from the Signs
The parable of the sower says:

“The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who
hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he
lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among
the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life

and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful.” Matthew
13:20-22

This is a warning about the things that will keep us from being productive in

our spiritual lives. These things include:

1. Trouble
. Persecution
. Worries
. The deceitfulness of wealth
. Times of testing
. Riches

. Pleasures

N O UL

The seed in the parable represents the word of God revealed to us. The above
distractions hinder the growth of that seed after its been planted. The distractions
can even render our knowledge of God completely ineffective. They can stop us
from maturing in our Christian life. These seven dangers make us vulnerable to the
influence of our culture and can cause us to slowly adjust ourselves to the standards
of the declining world around us.

If we can overcome these dangers, the word of God will take root in our lives

and we will mature and become like Christ, producing more and more righteous
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deeds. We will begin to positively influence those around us, changing our

immediate environment and eventually changing our culture.

They Knew the Times

Many people were not surprised when David became the king of Judah. They
knew beforehand that David would be crowned king because God had sent word
through the prophets. Abigail knew. Jonathan knew. King Saul knew. Amazingly,
even the Philistines knew. They indicated this knowledge when David walked
into Achish’s palace in Gath several years before he actually became king. I Samuel
21:11says:

“But the servants of Achish said to him, Tsn't this David, the king of the

land? Isn't he the one they sing about in their dances: 'Saul has slain his

thousands and David his tens of thousands'?”

This information had been made available to everyone but most people were too
distracted to try to understand it. The problem with their lack of knowledge didn't
arise until much later. After the tribe of Judah made David their king, the northern
tribes of Israel had to decide if they wanted to unite with Judah under King David
and form one nation or resist King David, fight against Judah, and try to become
their own nation.

I Chronicles 12:32 says, “The men of Issachar knew the times and knew what
to do.” The men of Isachar were men from one of the northern tribes of Israel.
They knew what God had been preparing, and they understood the times they
were living in. These men are described in I Chronicles 12:23 as“the men armed
for battle who came to David at Hebron to turn Saul's kingdom over to him as the
Lord had said.” These men were in the midst of a serious, political battle for their
land. They were on the verge of a civil war. Yet God had already made a plan to save
them from a national catastrophe. What separated these men from other men was
their knowledge of the times. They knew which decision to make. They understood
the correct course of action. Like the men of Isachar, we must understand the times

so we know which decisions are best.

Lights, Maps, and Road Markers

If you are driving on a strange road in the darkness with no road map and no
street signs ahead, you are going to have a diflicult time knowing which way to go
in order to get to your destination. Bug, if the sun begins to rise, you'll at least know
which way is east and which way is west. And if you stop to buy a map, you'll be

able to really stay on course. Best of all, if you finally drive past a sign on the road,
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you'll immediately know exactly where you are. From there, you can use the map to
trace a path from where you are to where you want to be.

Its the same way with God’s plan for mankind. We find ourselves on life’s strange
road in the darkness, not understanding why we're here or in which direction we
should travel. But then, the sun comes up, and we begin to experience the light of
the spiritual realm—something that lets us know God may actually be real. This is
much better than being alone in the dark, but the presence of light alone won't help
us find our way to a destination. We must then stop to buy a road map. As cheesy
as it always sounds, the road map to life is the word of God. Once we begin to
understand the Bible, we will have a much better picture of what's going on around
us and where we need to go to get to our final destination.

But in order to know where we are on the road of life right now, we need some
kind of sign. We must be able to identify some of the events or activities happening
in our world during our time on earth, so that we, like other faithful believers
before us, can know exactly where we're at in history. Only when we grasp God’s
entire plan for mankind can we find out
what he wants us to accomplish in our
generation.

God knows that men must be given

a certain amount of information in

order to find their way in the world—to

God knows that make the right choices and do right
men must be given things. That's why God gives us the sun,
a certain amount
of information
to find their way.

the road map, and, the part that isn't
talked about as often, the many signs

along the road we travel.

10



Chapter 4: Staying Alert

FT7HE APOSTLE PAUL started a church in the Greek town Thessalonica

A in Macedonia. Because of persecution, he had to flee town and ended up in

Corinth, a city in the Greek province of Achaia. While he was there, the believers
in Thessalonica sent him a letter with some questions about Christianity. One of
those questions asked about a timeline for the Lord’s return. Paul answers their

question in I Thessalonians 5:1:

“Now, brothers, about times and dates, we do not need to write to you, for
you know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night.” I Thessalonians 5:1, 2

The Greek words for “times” and “dates” are:

1) chronos — translates as “times” and refers to a space of time or interval—a
period of time. Ephesians 3:9 calls the present church age an “oikonomia”
which is a Greek word for the administration or stewardship of a
household or estate. -

2) kairos — translates as “dates” or “seasons” and refers to the length of a
time or the character of a time. The character of a time would include its
specific features (e.g. temple worship in the age of Israel, the ministry of

the Holy Spirit during the church age, etc.).

Basically, Paul is saying, “Concerning the periods of time and the character of
that time,” or “‘concerning the various dispensations...” He says he does not need
to write about these things because the people should already know them. They
should be familiar with past dispensations after reading the Old Testament, and
they should understand the current dispensation from Jesus’ teaching and Paul’s
own teaching. Paul says in the NIV that they understood these things “very well.”
“Very well” comes from the Greek word “akribos” which means “exactly or perfectly”
Other translations say they “know full well” or “know perfectly or thoroughly.”
Paul says they know “that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.”
“The day of the Lord” is a reference to the seven year period of time leading up to
Christ’s physical manifestation in the sky when he descends the Mount of Olives
and enters Jerusalem. The seven year Tribulation period comes directly after the
church age and is known as “the day of the Lord” in I Thessalonians 2:1-4.

To say Christ will come as a“thief in the night” is the perfect analogy because so
many people will be spiritually asleep, and the Messiah's return will catch them
completely by surprise. In Matthew 24:37-39, Jesus describes what those last days
will be like:

11



HOPE FOR AMERICA'S LAST GENERATION

“As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of

Man. For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking,
marrying and giving in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark; and
they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and
took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.” Matthew 24:37-39

Peace and Safety

Paul spoke about the worldview of the last generation before Christ returns.

He says:

“While people are saying, peace and safety, destruction will come on them
suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.” I

Thessalonians 5:3

The generation that sees the beginning of the Tribulation will be talking about
“peace and safety.” World events will have finally reached a temporary state of calm,
and there will be total cooperation among nations. The false hope of world peace
will lull nations into a political trap that will end in a world war. The cultural
turmoil, economic upheaval, and cataclysmic events of the tribulation will serve as
warning signs that Jesus is about to return.

These warning signs can be likened to the signs of a pregnant woman. A woman
doesn't just wake up one day and give birth to a baby. She first has nine months of
pregnancy, and, when the birth is imminent, she experiences many hours of labor
pains. So it will be with Christ’s second coming. It should not take us by surprise
because there will be plenty evidence far in advance that it is going to happen.
Although Jesus said we will not know the day or the hour of his return (Mark
13:32; Matt. 24:36), Paul stresses that we should know the times and the seasons. A
woman may not know what day or hour shell give birth, but she definitely knows
she’s pregnant, and the moment she goes into labor, she knows the time is very near.
Those who do not believe in the promise of Christs return will not interpret the
events of the tribulation correctly and will be stunned when it actually happens.
Had they paid attention to the seasons, they would not have been caught unaware.
It's as though they've watched the season change to winter, but have refused to
notice the bare tree branches, the shorter days, the dropping temperatures. So when
the first snow comes, they ask, “Is it winter already?” Because they missed all the
signs, they've failed to make winter preparations. They have no warm clothes, no ice

scraper, no snow tires, no shovel.
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CHAPTER 4: STAYING ALERT

Jesus said:

“Understand this: if the owner of the house had known at what time of
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have
let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” Matthew 24:42-44

Paul addresses those who believe Jesus is coming back someday. He says:

“But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise
you like a thief. You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not
belong to the night or to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others,

who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled.”

Anyone who knows the Bible should not be surprised by Christ’s return. Paul
calls believers “sons of the light and sons of the day” He says believers should not
be asleep, but alert."Alert” has been translated from the Greek word “gregoreuo”
which means “to keep awake, to be watching, to be vigilant." It is in the present
tense here which means “continuous action.”“Self-controlled” has been translated
from the Greek word “nepho” which means “to not be drunk with wine, to be sober,
to watch.” It’s talking about avoiding the influence of the world while waiting for
Christ’s return. Together, these two words (“gregoreuo” and “nepho”) urge believers
to pay attention to the teachings they already “know very well” concerning the times

while applying those teachings to their daily lives.

Keeping Your Clothes
Revelation 16:15 says:

“Behold, I come like a thief! Blessed is he who stays awake and keeps his
clothes with him, so that he may not go naked and be shamefully exposed.”

If this verse has ever baffled you, perhaps some background will be helpful. In
the Roman world, enemy combatants were stripped of their clothes to expose their
weakness and shame. Even the dead were often stripped of their clothing as a final
sign of having been conquered. In other words, a fully clothed soldier will live to
fight another day—a naked one, probably not. Any soldier who is not prepared for
battle will surely be defeated, captured, stripped, and shamefully exposed.

In addition, the nightly temple guards in Jerusalem where required to stand,
salute, and greet the Captain of the Temple as he made his rounds throughout the
night. If any guard fell asleep, the Captain would know immediately because that
guard would fail to stand up as usual and say, “Officer of the Temple Mount, peace
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be to you.” If the guard had fallen asleep and thereby missed his cue, the Captain
would take his torch and set the guard’s clothes set on fire. If the guard survived the
fire, he would be shamefully exposed in the morning walking around in his burnt
clothes.!

We are the temple guards of the church age. We will be exposed by the enemy
if we don't stay alert. Satan would love to strip us of the garments that prove our
righteous position and character. Our mission is to ‘guard the good deposit that is
entrusted to us” (II Timothy 1:14).

If we fall asleep, we will be exposed at the judgment seat of Christ:
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IT Corinthians 5:10 says:

“For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one
may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body whether

gOOd or bad."

“Appear” is the Greek word “phanerothanai,” and it means “to make clear, to
manifest.” The meaning of this word is not “to show up,” or “to be there.” The verse
means that everyone’s life and character will be crystal clear. Hidden motives will all

be made obvious. I Corinthians 4:5 says:

“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord

comes. He will bring to licht what is hidden in darkness and will expose the

motives of mens hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.”

Proverbs 21:2 says:

“All 2 man’s ways (actions) seem right to him, but the Lord weighs the

heart (motives).”

Two people may do the same good deed for very different reasons. Consider
those who were preaching Christ just because they were envious of Paul and felt

competitive with him.

“It is true that some preach Christ out of envy and rivalry, but others out

of good will. The latter do so in love, knowing that I am put here for the
defense of the gospel. The former preach Christ out of selfish ambition, not
sincerely, supposing that they can stir up trouble for me while I am in chains.
But what does it matter? The important thing is that in every way, whether
from false motives or true, Christ is preached.” Philippians 1:15, 16

Notice that both were doing the same work: preaching Christ. The difference was

only in their motives:

1) out of envy and rivalry, selfish ambition

2) out of good will, in love, in knowledge, sincerely

Jesus warned about wasting our lives in service to others while actually just

honoring ourselves.

“Be careful not to do your acts of righteousness before men, to be seen by
them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. I tell
you the truth, they have received their reward in full” Matthew 6:1, 5
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“Judgment seat” comes from the word “bema.” In Jesus’ day, the “bema” was
a platform where officials sat to deliberate on decisions. It was where official
judgments were made and rewards were handed out. In John 19:13, Jesus himself
appeared before the “bema” of Pilate.

“Due” comes from the word “komizo” and it means “to get for oneself, to receive,
to receive as recompense.” It refers to receiving something that belongs to you. God
has set up a reward system for all believers. When a believer has done the work
asked of him, a reward is“due” him according to God’s standards.

“Bad” here means “worthless, of no account, good-for-nothing.” It doesn’t
necessarily mean these actions were sinful or evil; they were just worthless. The
wood, hay, and straw of I Corinthians 3:12, 13 is burned up at the bema of Christ.
The “bad” things here are those things that may have had some earthly value but are
of no value in light of eternity.

Thankfully, we who trusted Christ to save us will not have to account for all the
sinful things we did on earth because we are forgiven. Jesus has already made the
payment for our sins. The following verses help confirm that the judgment seat of
Christ is not a judgment of our sin.

John 3:18: “Whoever believes is not condemned.”

John 5:24:“T tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed
over from death to life.

John 6:37:“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever

comes to me I will never drive away.

Romans 5:1: “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

I Peter 2:24“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree.”

Romans 8:1: “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are
in Christ Jesus.”

I Corinthians 11:32:“When we are judged by the Lord, we are being

disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.”

The judgment seat of Christ deals entirely with our service for the Lord and has
nothing to do with sin. Jesus already paid for our sin on the cross, so believers will
not be judged for their sin, but rather, evaluated on their production.
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Quality of Works Revealed by Fire

We know that the quality of our works on earth will be revealed in heaven.

I Corinthians 3:10-15 says:

“By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert builder,
and someone else is building on it. But each one should be careful how he
builds. For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid,
which is Jesus Christ. If any man builds on this foundation using gold,
silver, costly stones, wood, hay, or straw, his work will be shown for what it
is, because the day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the
fire will test the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives,
he will receive his reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself

will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”

The “building” spoken of here is the life of a believer. The foundation is Jesus
Christ. You cannot build a true Christian life with out first laying the foundation—

faith in Jesus. There are two groups of building material that can be used to build a

Christian life:

1) Gold, silver, and costly stones — these are all very valuable and were
used to build temples in the ancient world. These materials will endure
in fire/be purified by fire.

2) Wood, hay, and straw — these were also considered legitimate building
materials in the ancient world, and we still use wood today when we
build homes. But these materials, however common, are not lasting and

would be consumed if a fire broke out.

Notice that neither group of building materials is bad. But one set of materials
is used to build places that honor deities, whereas the other set of materials is used
to build homes for common men. If you want to build your Christian life as a
house for men to applaud, feel free to use wood, hay, and straw. But if you want to
build your life as you would a dwelling place for God, you must use gold, silver, and
costly stones.

At the bema seat of Christ, your life (your “building”), including the foundation
of Jesus Christ, will pass through the fire of evaluation. This evaluation is not
a judgment to determine whether or not you get eternal life. That was already
secured when you determined your foundation. This judgment is for believers only.
There is a separate judgment for those who did not build on the right foundation.
Its called the Great White Throne judgment, and it comes at the end of the
millennium as described in Revelation 20:11-15.
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Paul tells us that at the bema seat of Christ, the building materials we've chosen
to use “will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man’s

work.” This fire will do one of two things to our work:

1) Consume the “bad” or “worthless” (wood, hay, or straw)

2) Purify the ‘good” (gold, silver, and costly stones)

With the consumption of the “wood, hay, and straw,” some believers will “suffer
loss” of their entire life’s work. They are fortunate that their foundation, which is
Jesus, has endured the fire. But they will enter into eternity with little or no reward
for what they built during their lives.

God rewards believers for their faithful service. The believer who has been saved
for many years and lived a faithful life will have more opportunities for rewards
than one who got saved at the last minute or one who never truly walked in
obedience to God.

It is possible to spend your life thinking you are serving the Lord but earn no
reward in the end (I Corinthians 3:15; 9:27). Rewards are only given for actions
that involve:

1) Pure or sincere motivation—(doing the right thing for the wrong
reason won't earn a reward)
2) Serving God in truth—(having a sincere motive but doing the wrong

thing won't earn a reward)

‘The Protestant Problem

The Protestant Reformation of the 1500s was a rebellion against the Roman
Catholic church. The Protestants emphasized salvation by faith in Christ alone—
and righdy so. But now, this doctrine has been taken to the extreme in many
Protestant churches, neglecting the need for good works. Yet good works (and

subsequent rewards) are foundational to the Christian faith, as seen in these verses:

Services That Result in Rewards:
1. Persevering under trial (James 1:12)
Diligently seeking after God (Hebrews 11:6)
Martyrdom (Revelations 2:10)
Faithfully doing God’s will (II Timothy 4:8)
Looking forward to Christ’s return (II Timothy 4:8)
Faithfully serving as a pastor (I Peter 5:4)
Leading people to a saving faith in Christ (I Thessalonians 2:19-20)
Faithful stewardship (I Corinthians 4:1-5)

®© N VAW
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9. Acts of kindness (Galatians 6:10)
10. Hospitality (Matthew 10:40-42)

Each man is born with a sin nature. All the good works he performs (works that
stem from that sin nature) are “as filthy rags” to God. When a man trusts in Jesus,
however, he receives:

1) A new nature

2) A plan from God

3) The Holy Spirit

4) Specific good works to do

When a man walks in the Spirit, he will learn the plan God has for him and the
“‘good works God prepared in advance for him to do” (Ephesians 2:10). The man
who walks in obedience will receive rewards from God for good deeds done in the
power of the Holy Spirit. If even our WY
“‘good works” have been prepared for us,
we can rest assured our rewards have also
been prepared.

To avoid the problems the Protestant
and Catholic churches have dealt with
regarding salvation/works, keep these

Salvation is a gift.

points and verses in mind.

1. Salvation is described in the Bible Re\N_a rds are earned.
as a free gift. Salvation cannot be lost.
“If you knew the gift of God Rewa rds can be |05t.

and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked him
and he would have given you
living water” John 4:10

“The gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus...” Romans 6:23

2. Rewards are earned through works.
“And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones
because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his
reward.” Matthew 10:42

“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the
prize. Run in such a way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the
games goes into strict training, They do it to get a crown that will not last; but
we do it to get a crown that will last forever.” I Corinthians 9:24, 25

(Also read: IT Timothy 4:7, 8; Revelation 2:10; Revelation 22:12; Luke 19:17)
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3. Salvation is something we can possess right now during our lifetime.
“Your faith has saved you, go in peace.” Luke 7:50
“Whoever believes in the Son of God has eternal life” John 3:36
(Also read: John 5:24; John 6:47)

4. Rewards cannot be possessed until a future time, after the Lord returns.
“For the Son of Man is going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels,
and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.”
Matthew 16:27
(Also read: IT Timothy 4:8; Revelation 22:12)

5. Salvation cannot be lost. Rewards can be lost.
“No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize” I Corinthians 9:27

“Disqualified” here is the word “adokimos.” The root word “dokimos” or
“dokimozo” means “to test to approve as one tests metal in a fire.” The prefix“a” in
the Greek means “the opposite of " or “anti.” To be “adokimos” is to be “the opposite
of one approved or accepted after the testing.” It means “to be rejected after the
testing.” Apparently, people can lose rewards they were supposed to have received.

“T am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take
g y
you crown.” Revelation 3:11

“Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you
may be rewarded fully” II John 8

God offers the lost salvation through faith in Christ, and he offers believers
rewards for faithful service. You can see the confusion in doctrine that occurs when
the above areas get mixed up. When salvation and rewards are confused, false
teaching develops from lack of understanding. Some false teaching might include:

1. Salvation is earned.

. Rewards in heaven are distributed equally.

. We get rewards on earth.

. We can lose the salvation we worked so hard for.

. God offers salvation only to the person who does good works.
. Good works don't matter at all.

AN UL bW

Crowns in Scripture

Our rewards will include special crowns.
“Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the
prize? Run in sucha way as to get the prize. Everyone who competes in the
games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last;
but we do it to get a crown that will last forever." I Corinthians 9:24, 25
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The word “crown” here is the Greek word “stephanos” which means “the victor’s
crown.” The victor’s crown was the ultimate symbol of victory given out to the
winners of Greek games. The word “stephanos” can also be used in a way that
means ‘ornament for a festivity or celebration.” It's used this way in: Proverbs
1:9; Proverbs 4:9; Song of Solomon 3:11; Isaiah 28:1. People wore this type
of “stephanos” to indicate that they were publicly honoring someone who had
distinguished service—someone whod been proven worthy of praise. People wore
these kinds of crowns during the Parousia (the return of a king in the Greek and
Roman world). Likewise, we will wear these crowns when Jesus returns.

The “diadema” was the kingly crown. (Remember the lyrics “bring forth the royal
diadem?”) A diadema is worn only by nobility—someone occupying a royal
position. Believers will not earn this type of crown; it is for the king alone.

There are several specific crowns mentioned in scripture. Each one is connected
to a different aspect of the Christian life.

1. Incorruptible Crown (I Corinthians 9:25). This crown indicates mastery
over the sin nature.

“Therefore, I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a
man beating the air. No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after
I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.” I
Corinthians 9:25

The Corinthians are urged to live the Christian life in such a way as to
receive a prize in the end. The emphasis here is self-control.

Note the other things we should learn from the analogy of life as a race:

1) Only those who run the race according to the rules can earn a reward.
If a track runner runs the wrong way around the track or leaves the
track and runs around the buses in the parking lot, he will not win the
race regardless of how fast he is.

2) A crown eventually becomes old after the victory is over. But what the
crown symbolizes (the prestige and fame of the winner) will never fade.

3) Paul does not run aimlessly—meaning he does not live his Christian
life without purpose or direction. Nor should we live without direction.
Think about what would happen if someone entered a race without
knowing how far theyd be running. There is a great difference between
running 100 meters, 400 meters, and 1600 meters. If you don't know
how far the race is, it's hard to pace yourself, making it extremely tough
to win.

4) The undisciplined believer who misses the purpose of life is like a

zealous boxer who fails to land his blows.
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Crown of Righteousness (II Timothy 4:7-8). This crown is for those who
live righteously in the world as they look forward to Christ’s return. Its for
those who are not captivated by this world, but instead hunger and thirst for
righteousness.

“T have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is
in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his

appearing.” II Timothy 4:7-8

This is a crown earned for living an upstanding
life."Have longed for” is in the perfect tense here
which suggests people who've greatly anticipated

Christ’s return in the past and are continuing to
do so up until the moment they're rewarded. This life is described by Paul to
Titus in Titus 2:12, 13:

“[The grace] teaches us to say no’ to ungodliness and worldly passions and
to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in this present age while we
wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing of our great God and
Savior, Jesus Christ.”

“Fought” is the word “agonizomai” and, though sometimes it can refer to
a military fight, here it is clearly a reference to training and competing
in athletics. It is the same word translated “‘competes in the games”in I

Corinthians 9:25.

-“make every effort” in Luke 13:24
- “struggling” in Colossians 1:29
-“wrestling” in Colossians 4:12
-“strive” in I Timothy 4:10
-“fight”in I Timothy 6:12

Crown of Life (James 1:12; Revelation 2:10). This crown goes only to those
who've endured great trials. The believe who moves forward in faith in the
midst of great adversity will receive this special crown.

“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood
the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those
who love him.” James 1:12

“Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you the devil will
put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for
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ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the
crown of life” Revelation 2:10

Testing and trials are part of every life. Sadly, when faced with great hardship,
many Christians turn back on God rather than continuing on the path he
has called them to. Jesus said we would have trouble: “I have told you these
things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble.
But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). He also said, “If
the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first” (John 15:18).

Paul writes to Timothy:

You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith,
patience, love, endurance, persecutions, suﬁferings—what kinds of things
happened to me in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra, the persecutions I endured.
Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. In fact, everyone who wants to live
a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” II Timothy 3:10, 11, 12

The doorway to the next level of fulfilling God's plan is to endure everything
life throws at you and make the sacrifices that are required for you to keep
living a godly life. The reward comes for “persevering” and remaining faithful.
The reward is not given to those who are quickly delivered from trials and tests.

. Crown of Joy (Philippians 4:1; 1 Thess.2:19). This crown is for those who
lead others to Christ or who demonstrate great fruitfulness in their lives,
thus influencing others toward righteousness. We won't just be rewarded for
how we choose to live our own lives, but we'll also receive rewards for the
influence we had on others and how they chose to live their lives.

“Therefore, my brother, you whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
that is how you should stand firm in the Lord, dear friends!” Philippians 4:1

“For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the
presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are
our glory and joy.'I Thessalonians 2:19

In Daniel 12:3, Gabriel tells Daniel:

“Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever.’

. Crown of Glory (I Peter 5:4). The greatest achievement is to fulfill your
calling and finish the work God has asked of you.

“To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder...One who will share
in the glory to be revealed: be shepherds of God's flock that is under your
care...and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of
glory that will never fade away.” I Peter 5:4
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This scripture is specifically about pastors who complete their work diligently,
but the Crown of Glory is not just for pastors because every believer has a gift,
calling, and purpose. The crown is for anyone who chooses to fulfill their God-
given assignment.

Here Jesus is seen as the Chief Shepherd, paying the workers he contracted to
tend his sheep while he was gone.

A Brief Review of Crowns

1) Incorruptible Crown for mastery over the sin nature

2) Crown of Righteousness for living a holy life in a sinful world

3) Crown of Life for enduring trials while staying true to the faith

4) Crown of Joy for leading others to Christ and spurring them onto
righteousness

5) Crown of Glory for fulfilling a calling and finishing the work assigned

In the final chapter of the Bible, Jesus again tells us to stay alert because he is
coming back. He also reminds us that we will be rewarded for the things we've
done during our time here on earth:

“Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to
everyone according to what he has done.” Revelation 22:12
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HERE IS A valuable principle in life that involves knowing where you've
been and knowing where you're going. It is the only way to effectively
determine what you need to do right now.

What's your life all about? Do you know why you're here? Trying to answer
some of these questions can be likened to staring at one piece of a puzzle and
trying to grasp the whole picture. The single piece you hold in your hand mlght
seem meaningless, and it is, in fact, very : N
confusing by itself because it doesn't
present the whole image—or even a
sensible part of it. Yet you know it must
fit in there somewhere. It came in the

puzzle box, after all.
So where does the puzzle piece of “|n order to know

your life belong? In order to find out where you are

where you fit, you must first know which

puzzle pieces have already been fitted and what you should do

into place. In other words, you need to you need to know
know what’s already been done in order where you come from
and where you are going.”

to know what to do next.

The Time Before Man

There are four “beginnings”
mentioned in the Bible that help to
set up the chronology of events in the
ancient world:

1) The beginning of God, (not the literal beginning of God, but the starting
point for our story)

2) The beginning of angels

3) The beginning of the physical universe

4) The beginning of man

John 1:1 says:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.’

This verse is not about the beginning of God himself; it's about the beginning of
the account of God’s plan revealed to men. Its a reference to the most ancient point
in recorded history.

25



HOPE FOR AMERICA'S LAST GENERATION

Before the universe was created, and before mankind came into being, the angels
were created. We know this because in Job 38:4-7, God asks Job:

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? On what were its
footings set, or who laid its cornerstone while the mornings stars sang
together and all the angels shouted for joy?”

The angels actually witnessed the creation of the physical universe. In Isaiah
14:12, the phrase “morning star” is the translation of the Hebrew word “helel”
which, in the Greek, is “eosphorus” or ‘dawn-bearer” and in the Septuagint
(Latin version from 200 BC) is “lucis” or “light.” In 1611, the English King James
translators utilized the Latin phrase “lucis ferre” (“ferre” means “to bring”). This
phrase was translated into English as “Lucifer.” Thus, “Lucifer” or “Morning Star” is
an actual personality from the angelic class of the cherubim.

It is interesting to note that all the angels (including Lucifer and his fallen
comrades) not only believe in God (James 2:19), but they know for a fact that he is
the creator.

The physical universe was created in Genesis 1:1 at God’s command:

“For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.”

Psalm 33:9

'The Angelic Rebellion
Genesis 1:2 says:

“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of

the deep.’

Most people understand these verses to mean that before God created
everything, the earth was empty and dark. But throughout scripture the Hebrew
words that translate into formless, empty, and dark (used here) are words used to
describe the effects of God’s judgment. Being empty, without form, and in darkness
isn't merely the result of being without God, but is a direct consequence of having
been condemned by God. In other words, it sounds as though planet earth was
condemned by God long before the six days of creation occurred.

All scholars, teachers, and pastors who accept the Bible as the inspired word of
God generally agree on a few basic things regarding Satan. They agree that he was
originally created by God as sinless, but he chose to lead an angelic rebellion and
was eventually cast out of heaven. Although these are widely accepted doctrines in
most orthodox theologies, it seems few people bother to ask the question “when?”

When did the rebellion and fall of Satan occur?
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Did it happen:

1) sometime during the seven days of creation, before God made man?
2) sometime after the creation of man on the sixth day?
3) Sometime before the creation of the universe?

Many people quickly pick the third answer, thinking very little of it. But a fourth
option seems possible in light of the eatly verses in Genesis. Satan may have rebelled
sometime after the creation of the universe as recorded in Genesis 1:1 and then been
cast out of heaven, down to earth—thus explaining all the chaos, emptiness, and
darkness of God’s judgment on the earth we read about in Genesis 1:2.

Isaiah records:

“How you have fallen from heaven O morning star, son of the dawn! You
have been cast down to the earth...You said in your heart, I will ascend to

heaven...I will make myself like the Most High." Isaiah 14:12-14
Ezekiel 28:12-16 says:

“You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.
You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you.”

Satan was a fantastic spiritual being—full of wisdom, perfect in beauty, and
adorned with precious stones. Ezekiel lists nine of those precious stones, and they
just so happen to be nine of the same stones worn by the High Priest of Israel.

“You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were
on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.” Ezekiel
28:14

The cherubim class of angels is always associated with the presence of God.
Lucifer was anointed as the guardian cherub and was allowed to move in and out of

the presence of God (another mark of a high priest). This information was revealed
about Lucifer before he fell:

1) He had access to God and was trusted in God’s presence.

2) He served in a priestly function by representing the angels before God and
representing God to the angels.

3) He had vast amounts of inside information, knowledge and wisdom.

4) He was created the perfect angelic model.

About Lucifer we read:

“You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created until
wickedness was found in you. Through your widespread trade, you were
filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the
Mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the
fiery stones.”
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Because of his sin, Satan was expelled from God’s presence. According to Isaiah,
he was “cast down to the earth.” Jesus confirms these accounts when he says in Luke
10:18,“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

The result of Satan’s sin was not just his expulsion from heaven, but also a
judgment on everything he had administration over, including, possibly, the earth.

The Account of Creation
Genesis 1:2 says:

“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”

In the margin notes of the New International Version, it tells us that another
way of reading this verse is, "Now the earth became formless and empty...” The
Hebrew verb “hajah” translates in English as “had become” or “to become, come
to pass.” The verb, therefore, suggests that the chaotic condition of the earth was
not its original state. It had become that way. Although this explanation is not
universally accepted by Christians, most agree on these major points:

1) God created the universe.

2) There was an angelic rebellion.

3) God created mankind to live in a physical universe in the midst of an
already existing conflict with evil.

The passage ends by noting that even in the earth’s chaotic, empty state, the
Spirit of God was hovering over its dark waters. God was making a move to restore
life and dignity to the world.

In Genesis 1:3-25, God totally reforms the earth. John 1:3 tells us that through
the Word “all things were made” and “without him nothing was made that has been
made.” Colossians 1:16 says that through Jesus, “all things were created; things in
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible.”

God the Father and God the Son worked together throughout the creation
process. In Proverbs we read that “wisdom” or “the Word"” says this about the first
day of creation:

“I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the
horizon on the face of the deep, when he established the clouds above and
fixed securely the fountains of the deep.”

In reference to the second day of creation, he says:

“(I was there] when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would

not overstep his command, and when he marked out the foundations
of the earth.
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In reference to the third day of creation, he says:

“(I was there as a] craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after
day, rejoicing always in his presence.”

Throughout the creation process, “wisdom” or “the Word” was there with
God. At the end of the sixth day, he “rejoiced in the whole world and delighted in
mankind.”

On the first day of creation, God said, “Let there be light.” He was instructing
the glory of God as manifested above (through “the Word”) to finally move over the
desolate earth.

On the second day of creation God said:

“Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from

watet...and God called the expanse sky.” Genesis 1:7, 8

God created the sky (or the atmosphere) of our planet to be surrounded with
water both above and below. (At this time, no land had been drawn out of the
earth’s water.) The atmosphere held back a layer of water encircling the earth that
helped protect the planet from the sun’s radiation. The result was a green, tropical
environment and a much longer, healthier lifespan.

On the third day of creation, God said:

“Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground
appear.” Genesis 1:9

This would indicate the appearance of land as God gathered the waters on earth
into one place. The land that appeared was probably one single continental land
mass, not the various continents as we know them today.

On the fourth day, God said:

“Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years”
Genesis 1:14

The First Dispensation
On the fifth and sixth day, God made animals. And finally, when everything

else was ready, God created man. Man was made in God’s likeness and was put in

charge of all things.

“Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the
fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” Genesis 1:26

The creation of man put into motion the first dispensation (or age) of human
history. There was no death, no sin, no sickness, no pain, no doubt. The earth,
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the climate, and everything God had created to live within it were perfect. The
Lord himself walked with and spoke to mankind in the garden. The relationship

between God and man was unhindered.

It was also during this time that God set the institution of marriage into place.

“The man said, This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she

shall be called woman for she was taken out of man. For this reason a man
will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh.” Genesis 2:23, 24

Honoring of the
institution of
marriage is necessary
for the well
being of mankind.

Satan: The Courtroom Adversary

During this first dispensation, man
was told,

“You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; but you must not eat from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil,
for when you eat of it you will surely die.”
Genesis 2:16

That was the only rule man had
to follow. There were no sacrifices to
complete, no confession to make, no Law
of Moses to follow, no Lord’s Supper
to partake of. There was simply one
command to obey.

But obeying that command wasn't
as easy as one might imagine. Because
even as God was creating man, there
was already an evil spiritual presence on
earth. There was an enormous unresolved
conflict between God and Satan.

According to Matthew 25:41, an eternal fire has been prepared for Satan.

“Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the

devil and his angels.”

For some reason, after Satan sinned against God, he was cast down to earth
rather than thrown into the eternal fire already prepared for him. It is as though
Satan, the great accuser (the word “Satan” comes from the Hebrew word for
“accuser” or “adversary”), had defended himself in the courts of heaven and managed

to get his sentence suspended. It may sound like a silly concept at first, but it is

possible. The Bible often speaks of a“heavenly courtroom.” (In Job and Zechariah,
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we learn about Satan accusing specific men in the courts of heaven.) Some scholars
believe that Satan literally challenged God in this same heavenly courtroom, and I
too think this likely happened.

Satan may have questioned God's character in court, trying to build a case
against him. The great accuser may have said, “If God is really omniscient (all-
knowing) and omnipotent (all-powerful), he would have known about my future
sin when he created me. So I'm no more at fault in all this than God is. My sin is
God’s responsibility because he's the one who created me and made me capable of
sinning.” Satan may then have blasphemed God’s character, asking, “How can God
be love if he creates beings capable of sin but then requires them not to sin? Why
did he make me and the other fallen angels if he knew we were all destined for the
Lake of Fire? Is a God who will do something like that really worthy of our respect
and worship?”

Satan may have made false accusations against God, slandering him in front of
all the heavenly beings. Interestingly, the word “devil” is a translation of the Greek
word “diabolos” which means “slanderer.”

God could have responded to Satan’s accusations in one of two ways:

1) He could demonstrate his absolute power in front of the angels and
send Satan immediately to the Lake of Fire. This would forever solidify
who was in charge.

Or:

2) He could call a recess in the trial and send Satan to earth during the
interim. This way God could build his side of the case and set up a true
demonstration of his character throughout the history of mankind. He
would build evidence that he was more than just absolute power and
justice; he was also love, mercy, and compassion. And he would display
all this in our physical realm for the spiritual realm to behold.

God apparently chose #2 and suspended Lucifer’s death sentence. He decided to
demonstrate his character on earth so that, when the trial reconvened, he would be
able to call earthly witnesses (mankind) to testify on his behalf, disproving Satan’s
accusations. Satan could then be given his original sentence and thrown into the
Lake of Fire. Following the trial, all men who had served their purpose by living “for
the glory of God” or to demonstrate the character of God would be richly rewarded
for eternity.

Considering this courtroom scenario helps us better understand Paul’s words in

Ephesians 3:8-11:

“This grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable
riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration of
this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created
all thing. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold
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wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the

heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Paul says that God's intent was for his great wisdom to be made known to all
the beings in the heavenly realm. In other words, perhaps our world has less to
do with us and our individual lives on this small planet and more to do with an
enormous battle that's been raging in the heavens long before humanity came on
the scene.

Regarding our possible testimony in this ongoing court case, Paul says:

“Do you not know that we will judge angels?” I Corinthians 6:3
Daniel also reveals the future court scene when he records this vision:

“As I looked, thrones were set in place, and the Ancient of Days took his
seat... Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten
thousand stood before him. The court was seated, and the books were
opened...I kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed
and thrown into the blazing fire”” Daniel 7:9-11

The First Sacrifice

Adam was placed on earth to demonstrate the glory (or character) of God, as
were all those who came after him. But, unfortunately, Adam joined the ranks of
Satan’s rebellion after he and Eve ate from the forbidden tree. The human race was
thereby put under Satan’s curse and also damned to eternal fire. Bug, this time, God
promised a savior for all mankind. Satan was told that a child of a woman would
crush his head and ultimately destroy his power. In the process of destroying Satan,
the seed of the woman would himself be bruised and have to give his life in order
for men to recover the glory of God.

God skinned an animal to cover Adam and Eve's nakedness as they hid
shamefully in the garden. Their disobedience had caused them to lose their natural
coverings—the physical manifestation of the glory of God. After God killed an
animal to make new physical coverings for them, he taught them how to sacrifice
animals themselves as a symbol of the future savior, the seed of the woman, who
would cover their offspring in future days. The animal sacrifice was a portrayal of
how one man would eventually pay the price for all of mankind’s rebellion toward
God. Through the one ultimate sacrifice of his son, God would demonstrate his
deep love and mercy to both the earthly and the spiritual realm.

Adam and Eve were never allowed back into the garden because of their sin.
The innocence of mankind was, for now, lost. The first dispensation came to an

abrupt end, and the second dispensation began
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The Second Dispensation

The second dispensation begins in Genesis 4 and ends in Genesis 9. This
dispensation starts with the establishment of the institution of family. There is no
government and there are no nations yet. Man is supposed to govern himself and
his own family. It is during this time that Cain murders Abel and Lamech murders
another man. Because there is no government, there is much Vigilante justice. For
instance, Lamech says:

“T have killed (Hebrew “slay” or “slaughter”) a man for wounding me, a
young man for injuring me.” Genesis 4:23

To compound the problems on earth, mankind had to endure one of Satan’s
greatest attacks on God’s plan. In the Garden of Eden, God said to Satan:

“I will put enmity between you and the woman and between your
offspring (“seed”) and hers; he will crush your head, and you will strike his
heel” Genesis 3:15

Satan knows a man will eventually be born with the power to defeat him.
Therefore, during the second dispensation, Satan attempted to corrupt the
bloodline of humanity by infiltrating it with evil seed. If seed from fallen angels
could mix with the bloodline of the human race, mankind would be rendered
incapable of producing a savior as promised in the garden. In order to prevent his
head from being crushed, Satan may have tried to corrupt the woman'’s seed so the
Messiah could not be born. This might explain what we read in Genesis 6:

“When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters
were born to them, the sons of God saw that the daughters of men were
beautiful, and they married any of them they chose” Genesis 6:1, 2

The phrase “sons of God” is the same phrase we see in Job 1:6 and Job 38:7:

“One day the angels (same Hebrew word that translates “sons of God”)
came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with

them.” Job 1:6
“And all the angels (sons of God) shouted for joy." Job 38:7
The Nephilim
In Genesis 6:4, we read:

“The Nephilim were on the earth in those days — and also afterward
— when the sons of God went to the daughters of men and had children
by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown.”

The Nephilim may have been the offspring of fallen angels and human women.
The Bible says the Nephilim were legends; their abilities and accomplishments
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made them well-known heroes. Greek mythology is probably based on these
historical events, recording stories of ‘gods” and “sons of gods.”

I am not impressed when someone says Genesis 6:1-4 can't be talking about
angels because Jesus later said angels don't marry. These people often cite Matthew

22:30 which says:

“At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage;
they will be like the angels in heaven.”

To use this verse to extrapolate too much information about angels is bad
hermeneutics. It is using isogesis (reading your predetermined doctrine into
scripture) rather than exegesis (letting the scriptures speak for themselves and
determine your doctrine). This verse explicitly says there will be no marriage
and no families in heaven. Marriage and families are institutions God has given
mankind on earth for the well being of the human race.

The same debate is revisited in Luke 20:34-36 when Jesus says:

“The people of this age marry and are given in marriage. But those who
are considered worthy of taking part in that age and in the resurrection
from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, and they can no
longer die; for they are like the angels. They are God’s children, since they

are children of the resurrection.”

Is Jesus telling everyone here that when you go to heaven you cannot have
children because you will be like angels who cannot reproduce? Not exactly—
although we do know from scripture that angels don't give birth to baby angels.
But that isn't the point here. The point is that men in the age to come are being
compared to angels in that “they can no longer die.”

There are three basic ways to interpret Genesis 6:1-4:

1) The Sons of God are the good boys from that time who attended
Sunday school, wore nice clean clothes, and never got in trouble, while
the daughters of men are bad gitls—probably descendents of Cain—
who liked to drink, cuss, and wear short skirts.

2) The Sons of God are the sons of kings and pharaohs. They are royal
princes. The daughters of men are the daughters of common folk
gathered up by the royal princes to form their harems.

3) The Sons of God are angelic creatures. The daughters of men are the
daughters of men.

Genesis 1-11 covers 2,000 years of the history of man. The rest of Genesis
(chapters 12-50) plus 38 additional Old Testament books cover only 1,600 years.
So, whatever is happening in Genesis 6:1-4 is taking up some very valuable space.
Are good boys marrying naughty girls worth recording? Maybe, but I doubt it.

If the Hebrew phrase “sons of God” is translated here the way it is in other
Old Testament verses, it means “angels.” And “daughters of men” just might mean
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“daughters of men.” So this strange mixing of angelic and human beings would
cause some mighty bizarre offspring—offspring much like the Nephilim—super-
human in strength and stature. This would explain the references to incredible
giants found in Genesis through Deuteronomy, and again in I Samuel. (Goliath
wasn't the only giant in his family, he had four giant brothers.)

Why is the idea of the Nephilim often rejected today? Because we live in a
secular, materialistic culture. Our society has a hard enough time believing in God,
let alone the existence of demons and evil creatures we cannot see. We have been
born into a spiritual war against a band of rebel angels whose destiny is the Lake of
Fire. But with our vision limited to our physical universe, this concept often seems
absurd. It's probably safe to say the spiritual realm takes this whole thing a lot more
seriously than we do.

Josephus (70-90 AD) wrote concerning the Nephilim: “For which reason
they removed their camp to Hebron; and when they had taken it, they slew all the
inhabitants. There were til then left the race of giants, who had bodies so large, and
countenances so entirely different from other men, that they were surprising to the
sight, and terrible to the hearing. The bones of these men are still swhewn to this
very day, unlike to any credible relations of other men.” (Antiquities ch. IT vs. 3)

Justin Martyr (100-165 AD) wrote: “The angels transgressed this appointment
and were captivated by love of women. And they begat children, who are those who
are called demons.”

Iranaeus (130-202 AD) wrote: “In the days of Noah, He justly brought on
the Deluge for the purpose of extinguishing that most infamous race of men then
existent, who could not bring forth fruit to God. For the angels who sinned had
commingled with them”

Tertullian (155-230 AD) wrote: “They are the same angels who rushed from
heaven on the daughters of men.”

New International Dictionary of the Old Testament (1997), page 678 says:
“There have been skeletons excavated in Palestine that are 3.2 meters or 10 % feet.”

I Enoch (recorded around 160 BC) which is quoted by Jude in Jude 14 and 15
says:

“And it came to pass when the sons of men had increased, that in those
days there were born to them fair and beautiful daughters. And the

angels, the sons of heaven, saw them and desired them. And they said to
one another, Come, let us choose for ourselves wives from the children

of men, and let us beget for ourselves children. And they took wives for
themselves, and everyone chose for himself one each. And they began to go
into them and were promiscuous with them...And they became pregnant
and bore large giants, and their height was three thousand cubits. These
devoured all the toil of men, until men were unable to sustain them. And
the giants turned against them in order to devour men. And they began to
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sin against birds, and against animals, and against reptiles and against fish,
and they devoured one another’s flesh and drank the blood from it. Then
the earth complained about the lawless ones.” I Enoch 7:6-7

The Worldwide Flood

There was clearly much wickedness during the time of the Nephilim:

“The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become and
that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the
time...So the Lord said, T will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from

the face of the earth.” Genesis 6:5, 6

It is at this time that God speaks to Noah and asks him to build an ark so he
can preserve the human race and the promised seed, while destroying everything
that had become corrupt on earth. -

All these events are detailed in Genesis 6-9. The dimensions of the ark are
given, and journal entries are recorded with the precision of an eye witness like
Noah himself. These records include the date of entry and a vivid description of the
geological occurrences resulting from the flood. One entry dated the 17* day of the
2" month of the 600 year says:

“On that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the
floodgates of the heavens were opened. And rain fell on the earth forty
days and forty nights.”

The flood wasn't just an enormous rainstorm. What happened during the flood
could never be duplicated because the pressurized water under the continental
plates and above the atmosphere was released once and for all. When the “great
deep burst forth” the continental plates cracked and water erupted. At the same
time, (maybe as a result of atmospheric changes created by the blasts of water), the
canopy of water above the atmosphere broke, causing the “floodgates of the heavens
to open.” The fallout of this cataclysmic event lasted forty days and forty nights.
All life on earth perished while the ark maintained buoyancy—an enormous barge
riding on top of the water.

The Third Dispensation

When Noah and his family emerged from the ark, they reentered a world very
different from the one they'd left. There was no longer a protective layer of water
above the earth’s atmosphere. Due to this loss, man’s life expectancy was greatly
reduced.

It was at this time that God introduced the new institution of social rule we now
call government. In the previous dispensation, anarchy had become a way of life. This
new system of authority would help preserve peace and dispense justice on the earth.
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Government

God told Noah:

“For your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting...from each man,
too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man. Whoever

sheds the blood of man by man shall his blood be shed.” Genesis 9:5, 6

God gave the government the authority to take a man's life for the crime
of murder. He also gave governing men permission to prosecute lesser crimes
deserving lesser punishment. Failure to enforce laws and punish crimes would
indicate rebellion toward God and injustice toward men.

Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. Ham had a son named Cush
who had a son named Nimrod who became a powerful world leader in this new
governmental system. The name “Nimrod” means “rebel” or “we will rebel.” Nimrod
is described as being a “mighty hunter” (Genesis 10:9) and “a mighty warrior” (I
Chronicles 1:10). Just because someone is a good warrior, however, doesn't make
him a great leader, a just king, or a shepherd to his people. Government was
designed to provide peace for mankind, but Nimrod used it as a tool to oppress
people, promote himself, and lash out against God. Just three generations after
the flood, the system of world government fell into the hands of one evil man. The
government under Nimrod corrupted the entire earth...again.

The Fourth Dispensation
The Tower of Babel

The Tower of Babel was God’s antidote to the corruption he saw on earth.
God confused the language of what was previously one unified, but evil, culture.
This diffused the unity of mankind and drove people apart to form new groups
where they could better understand each other. Each language group then
developed its own culture and government. This was the way God established the
institution of nations.

It was also during this time, just one hundred years after the fountains of the
deep burst open through the continental plates causing the flood, that the single
land mass formed in Genesis 1 was divided. It broke apart to form several land
masses separated by water. In this way, cultures were able to separate themselves
entirely from other cultures. Shem, one of Noah'’s sons, had a son named Arphaxad
who had a son named Eber who had a son named Peleg. The Hebrew word “peleg”
means ‘divided” or “split” and refers to divisions caused by water-channels. Peleg was
named after this great event—when the land masses were divided by water.

“One was named Peleg, because in his time the earth was divided.”

Genesis 10:25; I Chronicles 1:19
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Nations

Only four generations after the flood, people were already divided into different
cultures with various languages living in separate lands. Each of these nations
developed its own form of government. Genesis 10 lists the original seventy nations
that came about as a result of God creating this new institution.

Nationalism remains a safe guard for the world today. It stops us from having
a corrupt one-world government. Now, when one nation goes astray, God can deal
with that nation directly through a cycle of discipline over a period of generations.
If that nation is unwilling to repent, God can eliminate it from human history
without wiping out everyone else, as he was forced to do in the worldwide flood.

A Review of Institutions Established by God
At this point in time, God has established five institutions for mankind to
function within:

1) Individual volition
2) Marriage

3) Family

4) Government

5) Nations
These institutions correlate to the dispensations we've seen so far:

1) Age of the Individual in the Garden of Eden
2) Age of Families between the fall of man and the flood

3) Age of Government between the flood and the Tower of Babel
4) Age of Nations after the Tower of Babel

A timeline from eternity past until the Tower of Babel might then look
something like this:
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The five institutions needed to preserve life on earth have been successfully
established, and now it is up to mankind to honor the institutions and live
within their guidelines. God’s next step will be creating Israel as a means of
communicating his revelation to all nations because, unfortunately, many of the
newly formed nations quickly returned to idol worship and rebellion (Joshua 24:2).

'The Fifth Dispensation

In Genesis 12:1, the Lord appears to Abraham (Acts 7:2; John 8:56) and tells
him to leave his family, his nation, and his government. God is going to use him to
build a separate nation where he will establish his own government so his law can
be passed down from generation to generation. This culture of people will all stem

from Abraham and his offspring. God said to Abraham:

“Leave your country, your people and your father’s household and go to
the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation...” Genesis
12:1,2

Israel

The purpose of the formation and preservation of Israel on the earth was so that
God might communicate with and bless all nations. God told Abraham,"You will
be a blessing...all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.

Israel would bring other nations information that would help them better
understand God and walk in his light. And through Israel would come the foretold
“seed of the woman”—the one who would have the power to crush Satan’s head.

During the years 2000 to 1750 BC, Abraham had a son named Isaac who had
a son named Jacob who had twelve sons. These twelve sons and their families were
oppressed as slaves in Egypt for 400 years. At the end of that time, the twelve sons
of Jacob had become twelve tribes of people. In total, they numbered 603,550 men
twenty years of age or older, plus women and children. Moses led these men and
their families to Mt. Sinai to receive instructions from God.

Those instructions included:

1) God's standards for morality and righteousness
2) A sacrificial system by which they would learn spiritual truths about
obtaining forgiveness

3) A governmental code they should live by
God then led the people to the land promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob

more than 400 years earlier. It was in this land that Israel was to set up their
nation. It was from this land that Israel would become a blessing to all other
nations. It was also from this land that the seed of the woman would one day
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rule as King of Israel and lead all men into a prosperous and righteous age
known as the Kingdom of God.

During the years 1400 to 586 BC, Israel lived in the land promised to Abraham.
But when the ten northern tribes of Israel became corrupt and started worshipping
idols again, God used another people group (the Assyrians) to remove the wicked
tribes from the land of Israel. This happened in 721 BC, and those ten tribes have
never returned to the land.

In 605 BC, God also temporarily removed Israel’s southern kingdom of Judah
by allowing the Babylonians to take them into captivity. After seventy years in
captivity, what was left of Israel returned to the Promised Land and rebuilt the
capital city of Jerusalem. They stayed in the land throughout the Persian and Greek
empires. Then, during the days of the Roman Empire, the seed of the woman as
promised in the garden, came through the family of Abraham to the people of
Israel. He was a man named Jesus.

The leaders of Israel rejected Jesus and his “crazy” talk about the Kingdom of God.
Jesus warned them that if they didn't listen to him and believe, the kingdom would be
taken from them. After several months of trying to talk to them, Jesus said:

“I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given
to a people who will produce its fruit.” Matthew 21:43

The Jewish nation was going to be rejected by God and set aside, no longer to be
his representative to the world. The group of people that was supposed to represent
the Kingdom of God had rejected its king. That king would now call upon a new
group of people to proclaim his message of truth to the world.

The Sixth Dispensation

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus identifies the new group he will use to take his message
to the nations:

“T will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven”

The church will be made up of people from every nation (including Israel) who
believe that Jesus is the one true king.

The Church

Today, we are in this sixth dispensation—the church age. Jesus will one day
return to reestablish Israel, set up his throne in Jerusalem, and govern the world.
In other words, there is a day coming when Israel will be restored as God’s
mouthpiece to all nations. Until that day, however, the Jewish people are unable to
proclaim something they don't believe. It is the church’s responsibility to pick up
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where they left off. In Jesus’ final words before he left earth, he asked the church to
fulfill Israel’s mission until the day he restores them to their rightful position.
Jesus said:

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go
and make disciples of all nations...and surely I am with you always, to the

very end of the age” Matthew 28:18-20

God needs the truth about Jesus proclaimed to the world, and it is the churchs job
to do so. Part of the church’s ministry is to proclaim the message to Israel. God said:

“Say to the Daughter of Zion, See, your Savior comes! See, his reward is
with him, and his recompense accompanies him.” Isaiah 62:11

The church began in approximately 30 AD in Jerusalem. Jesus told those first

church members:

“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

“The ends of the earth” includes all Gentile nations. The nations that hear the
gospel message will be the ones that, according to Isaiah, will say to Israel, “Look,
your Messiah is coming back! He has with him a reward for the service you are
about to fulfill of blessing the nations.”

Rapture

The Bible explains that when the church age is over and it is time for the keys
of the kingdom to be returned to Israel, the dead will rise. The first phase of
this resurrection will include believers who died during the church age. Then all
believers still living on earth will be caught up with the resurrected and will have
their physical bodies transformed into spiritual bodies (similar to how Jesus looked
after his resurrection from the dead). Believers in Christ will finally become part of
the heavenly realm. Paul talks about this event in I Thessalonians 4:16:

“The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air”

The phrase “caught up” here comes from the Greek word “harpazo,” and it means
“to snatch, to carry off by force” The word means an unexpected, sudden approach
and capture that cannot be avoided. (The same word is used in Acts 8:39 and II
Corinthians 12:2-4.) This is where we get the concept of “the rapture” With the

removal of the church, the sixth dispensation comes to an end. It's now time for
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God to finalize his 4,000 years of work with Israel and fulfill his ultimate purpose
for them.

Dispensations - The Ages God Used to Lead Man Through History

' 1 1 2 'l 3 ' 4 1 s I 6 'l 7 'l
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Idolatry Earth
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TIME AND HISTORY THAT INVOLVES MANKIND

The Tribulation

Next comes a seven year period of time (Daniel 9:27) that Jesus says will be full
of “great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now and never
equaled again” (Matthew 24:21). This distressful time will begin when a wotld
ruler signs a seven year peace treaty with Israel. The people of Israel will reoccupy
the temple mount and resume their sacrifical system according the Law of Moses.
Israel will rejoice, thinking they have entered an age of peace, but Daniel says:

“In the middle of the ‘seven [years] he (the world ruler who signed the
treaty) will put an end to sacrifice and offering.” Daniel 9:27

The breaking of the treaty will send Israel into 42 months (3 ¥ years) of testing
from which multitudes will emerge as believers in the one true Messiah. In these days
of world tribulation, Zechariah records what will happen between Israel and God:

“T will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem
a spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they
have pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only
child...On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to cleanse them from sin and impurity.’

Zechariah 12:10 and 13:1

The Return of Jesus

God will again give Israel an opportunity to respond positively to Jesus. It's a
true second chance. Multitudes will accept the invitation and mourn the way they
previously rejected Christ. Anti-Semitism will reach an all-time high during this
time period as all nations on earth organize to attack Jerusalem. When the attack
begins, the nations will seem to be on the verge of destroying Jerusalem again, but
then Christ himself will return to engage all the nations in war and defend Israel.
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“I will gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight against it; the city will
be captured, the houses ransacked, and the women raped. Half the city
will go into exile, but the rest of the people will not be taken from the city.
Then the Lord will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights in
the day of battle. On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives,
east of Jerusalem...” Zechariah 14:1-4

Jesus will then establish his throne in Jerusalem and call all the nations on earth
to him for judgment. Matthew 25 says:

“When the Son of Man (used throughout the Bible as a reference to Jesus)
comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne

in heavenly glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will
separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep
from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left.
Then the King will say to those on his right,'Come, you who are blessed by
my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the
creation of the world..Then he will say to those on his left,'Depart from
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his

angels... Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous
to eternal life” Matthew 25:31-46

With this judgment, the Lord will establish his reign over the Kingdom of God
on earth. He will tell the righteous, “Take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared
for you since the creation of the world.”

The Seventh Dispensation

At this time, there will be a resurrection of believers who died before the church
age (anytime during the first five dispensations) as well as those who died during
the seven year tribulation. They will return to live in the Kingdom of God on earth
while Jesus reigns. This kingdom age is the seventh and final dispensation on earth
and will last for a thousand years.

“I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority
to judge. And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of
their testimony for Jesus and because of the word of God. They came to
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” Revelation 20:4

After the thousand year reign of Christ on earth, God's purpose for the universe
is complete. The heavens and the earth will then be consumed by fire (or perhaps
some form of nuclear fission), and the created universe will cease to exist:

“The present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the
day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. The heavens will
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disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth
and everything in it will be burned up... That day will bring about the
destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat.

But in keeping with his promise, we are looking forward to a new heaven
and a new earth, the home of righteousness.” II Peter 3:8-13

Eternity

Isaiah and Revelation both tell us there will be a new universe (“a new heaven and a
new earth”) created after the old universe is destroyed. The new universe will contain
the full presence of God, including all the spiritual realities we are blind to today.

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the
first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea...There will
be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the
sun, for the Lord God will give them light. And they will reign forever and
ever. Revelation 21:1 and 22:5

This new universe will be an eternal state where all men who trusted in Jesus
Christ as the promised seed of the woman (the Messiah of Israel) will live forever.
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Know Where You Are in the Race

My wife and I both ran track and cross country in high school and college.
She was a three time state champ in the open half mile and was inducted into the
Towa Girls Track Hall of Fame. We both coached cross country teams, and we
still frequently run races with our six boys. After all these years of running, there’s
one thing we know for certain. A runner must know how to set a pace. He or she
must also know which pace is needed at different points throughout the race. If a
runner begins a race too slow, he will fall behind and never catch up; but if he goes
out too fast, he may end up like one of my runners did at his first 3.1 mile cross
country race. He took off like a rabbit and was out in front with a huge lead at the
half mile mark. But, when I saw him at
the mile mark, he looked at me, staggered
a bit, and collapsed. He had won the mile
run. Unfortunately, however, it was a 3.1
mile race. He didn't finish, but he learned
lesson number one about running—set a

pace and know where you are on the race

course at all times. Even marat hO n
My wife Toni and I regularly run 5k, :

10k, and half marathons. (I once ran a full runners s P rint

marathon but I'm not sure if I'll ever do When th ey I(n ow

that again.) In each race, no matter what

. they are near
the distance, we have to set a pace so we g )
can run our fastest time and still finish the fl n [Sh I ine.

the entire course.

Also, as Toni and I run, we always
make sure we know where the finish line
is so we know at which point in the race

we should change our pace for a strong
finish. I have seen runners lead a race only
to get passed at the very end because they were not sure how close they were to the
finish line. In every long distance race, whether three miles or twenty-six, the good
runners always pick up the pace and sprint near the end.

The same is true concerning God’s plan for time. There is a certain amount of
information that God wants us to know so we can turn in our best performance.
Understanding where we're at in time is as essential to believers as knowing the race
course is for runners.
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Jesus criticized the people of his generation because although they knew great
amounts of information concerning natural things, they didn't know where they
were in time,

“When evening comes, you say, It will be fair weather, for the sky is
red, and in the morning, “Today it will be stormy, for the sky is red and
overcast. You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you
cannot interpret the signs of the times” Matthew 16:2, 3

Things were happening in Jesus  generation that had been prophesied about for
years, but the people hadn't bothered to study those prophecies and, therefore, had
no idea where they were on the timeline. The appearance of Jesus required that the
world, especially the Jewish world, change pace. But they didn't understand this so
they didn't adjust. In the end, they lost much more than a race.

The Old Testament scriptures refer to a group of men from the Jewish tribe of
Issachar. They were “men who understood the times and knew what Israel should
do” (I Chronicles 12:32). By paying close attention to what has happened in the
past and where God’s word says we're headed, we should be able to identify exactly
where we're at on the race course Once we establish our location, we will be like the
men of Issachar—we will understand the times and know what to do.

Throughout scripture, God has revealed his plan to people and predicted the future
through prophets. Part of the reason he does this is to prove he is God. No other
spiritual force, either demonic or angelic, has foreknowledge of all that will happen.
Everyone but the Creator of the universe has a limited view of the future. In Isaiah
it says:

“Remember this, fix it in mind, take it to heart, you rebels.

Remember the former things, those of long ago;

I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like me, I
make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still
to come.

I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please...

What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that will I
do”” Isaiah 46:8-10

There have been at least ten times in history that God revealed to men what
exactly was going on, hoping they would listen and choose the correct course of
action.

Ten Times Revealed By God | Scripture Reference

1 | Day of the Fall of Man Genesis 2:17,". . .in the day you eat it you
will surely die”
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2 | Year of the Flood Genesis 6:3,". . . his days will be 120...”
Genesis 5:27, “Methuselah lived 969
years.’

3 | Year of the Exodus Genesis 15:13-16, they will be enslaved
400 years and return in the fourth
generation

4 | Year of Entering Canaan Exodus 14:34, for forty years they

wandered in the wilderness

5 | Year of Return From Babylon | Jeremiah 25:11, 12; 29:10; Daniel 9:2,

Seventy Years

6 | Year of the Messiah Daniel 9:25, 483 years from the issuing of
the decree to restore

7 | Days Messiah Would be in Matthew 12:40; 27:63; Mk. 8:31; 14:58;
Grave Jn. 2:19, 20

8 | Year of Jerusalem’s Fall Luke 23:28; 13:6-9, “in forty more
years’—which is 70 AD

9 | Length of Tribulation Daniel 9:27 and other verses say it will
last seven years

10 | Length of Millennium Revelation 20:4, a thousand years

1. Day of the Fall of Man

While Adam was still in the garden, the Lord spoke to him and said “You are
free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.” God made it
clear that conditions would change if man ate from this particular tree.

2. Year of the Flood

When the earth became too full of violence (“hamas”), God decided to destroy
all life and start over with Noah and his ark full of animals. Even then, the men of
Noah's generation who didn't see the flood coming had no excuse. In Genesis 6:3
God says, "My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal, his days
will be a hundred and twenty years.” The Hebrew word translated as “‘contend” has
three meanings:

1) to judge or strive — God will not strive forever trying to get man to
obey, but will only try for 120 more years
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2) to remain or dwell with —God will not remain in this present state
with man forever, but will limit his time with man to 120 years

3) to be depressed or humbled —God’s spirit had been depressed by man’s
continuous rejection, so man’s “blaspheme” will only be allowed 120
more years

God was going to remain with man, urging him to change his ways, for just 120
more years. If after that time man continued to reject the Spirits call—everything
would be destroyed. These words where spoken during Noah's lifetime, 120 years
before the catastrophic world-ending flood. Yet 849 years before that, God had
spoken to Enoch, Noah's great-grandfather, and had given him a vision of the
coming judgment of the flood and the second coming of the Messiah. Jude quotes
part of what Enoch said referring to the second coming of Christ:

“Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied about these men:‘See, the
Lord is coming with thousands upon thousands of his holy ones to judge
everyone and to convict all the ungodly acts they have done in the ungodly
way, and all the harsh words ungodly sinners have spoken against him.”

Jude 14, 15

Enoch prophesied concerning the day of the Lord’s judgment after he was given
a vision. This same vision also revealed a much closer day of judgment that would
come upon the earth—the judgment of the flood. The year that Enoch had the
vision of the flood, his wife gave birth to a son. Enoch named that son Methuselah
which means “his death shall bring” and is made of two root words:

- muth, which means “death”
- shalach, which means “to bring,” or “to send forth.”

God told Enoch to name his son Methuselah just like he told Abraham to
name his son Isaac because the very name Methuselah would itself be a sign for the
next three generations. The sign indicated that whenever Methuselah died—the
judgment of the flood would finally come to the earth.

Interestingly, Methuselah is the oldest man recorded in scripture, which is a
tribute to the grace and long-suffering of God. The timeline below shows the first
ten generations on earth from Adam to Noah. It also shows that Methuselah did,
in fact, die the very same year of the flood. Just as his name foretold, his death
“brought it.”

Genesis 5 records each of the fathers from Adam to Lamech along with their age
when their first son was born. Genesis 6 tells us how old Noah was when the Flood
came to earth. By comparing the ages of the fathers when their first sons were born
from Adam to Enoch, then adding Methuselah’s age to the total, you can see the
scriptural accuracy proving that Methusaleah died the same year the Flood came.
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Age when son was born: Father Age when son was born:
130 Adam 130
105 Seth 105
90 Enosh 90
70 Kenan 70
65 Mabhalalel 65
162 Jared 162
65 Enoch 65
969 at his death Methuselah | 187

Lamech 182

Noah 600

at the time of the flood
(Gen.7:6)
TOTAL YEARS FROM TOTAL YEARS FROM
Adam until Methuselah Adam until the flood:
dies: 1,656 years
1,656 years

3. Year of the Exodus

God spoke to Abraham concerning his family’s future in Egypt while Israel was
being formed into a nation. God told Abraham exactly how long they would have
to remain in Egypt.

“Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a country not
their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four hundred years...
in the fourth generation your descendants will come back here.” Genesis

15:13,16

Exodus 6:13-25 records the four generations from Jacob’s twelve sons to the
Exodus from Egypt. The four generations of Jacob to Moses are listed as: Jacob to
Levi to Kohath to Amram to Moses

Exodus records the time the Hebrews left Egypt:

“Now the length of time the Israelite people lived in Egypt was 430 years.
At the end of the 430 years, to the very day, all the Lord’s divisions left
Egypt” Exodus 12:40

Since Jacob and his family arrived in Egypt while Joseph was the second most
powerful ruler in the land, the 400 years of slavery did not begin until that ruling
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dynasty was overthrown. Thus, the Hebrews were in the land for 430 years (also
seen in Galatians 3:17) but where only enslaved for 400 of those years (Genesis
15:13, 16; Acts 7:6).

Once again, God had revealed the exact time that Abraham and his family
would leave Egypt. The people of the Exodus generation should not have been
surprised that God sent Moses to deliver them from Pharaoh during the fourth
generation.

4. Year of Entering Canaan

The Exodus generation left Egypt hoping to enter the Promised Land. But they
had rebelled against God and were told that their generation would not see the
Promised Land.

“But you — your bodies will fall in this desert. Your children will be
shepherds here for forty years, suffering for your unfaithfulness, until the
last of your bodies lies in the desert. For forty years — one year for each
of the forty days you explored the land — you will suffer for your sins and
know what it is like to have me against you.”

Forty years later, Joshua led the second generation into the Promised Land.

5. Year of the Return from Babylon

Later, during the days of the kings, Israel became a very rebellious culture, so
God sent the prophet Jeremiah to warn them that they were going to be taken
captive to the land of Babylon for seventy years.

“This whole country will become a desolate wasteland, and these nations
will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. But when the seventy years
are fulfilled, I will punish the king of Babylon...When the seventy years
are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and fulfill my gracious
promise to bring you back to this place.” Jeremiah 25:11,12; 29:10

God’s discipline of Israel took place through three deportations. The people
were taken away from the land of Judah and forced to live in Babylon under the
reign of Nebuchadnezzar.

1) The first deportation was in 605.
Nebuchadnezzar, who was then a general in his father’s Babylonian
army, defeated the ruling Assyrian empire in a battle north of Israel
at Carchemish. Egypt had joined their military with Assyria’s to
fight against the Babylonians and defend the Assyrian Empire.
After Assyrian forces were defeated, the Egyptians retreated south
through Israel back into Egypt. General Nebuchadnezzar pursued the
Egyptians back to their borders and would have entered Egypt itself
but received word from Babylon that his father, Nabopolassar, had
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died. His death left the royal throne of Babylon unoccupied and thereby
undefended. Nebuchadnezzar stopped his pursuit of the Egyptians

to return home to claim the throne. This left all lands occupied by

the Assyrians under Babylonian rule. To secure the loyalty of Judah,
Nebuchadnezzar ordered that the royal children of the Jews be brought
to Babylon with him. Royal children like Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach,
and Abednego were taken to Babylon to ensure that Nebuchadnezzar
would have no fear of his newly acquired lands revolting against him.
These royal children were placed in a Babylonian education system for
training, They were to become useful ambassadors someday—as royal
representatives of Babylon back in their homelands. Nebuchadnezzar
spent a little over a year establishing his position as the King of Babylon
before he asked for the royal children to appear before him, which is
where the book of Daniel begins.

2) The second deportation of Jews occurred in 597.

In 601, Nebuchadnezzar returned to finish off the Egyptians but was
instead defeated by them. The defeat of Nebuchadnezzar encouraged
Judah and their king, Jehoiakim, to rebel against Babylon. While
Nebuchadnezzar was rebuilding his forces over the next three years,
Jehoiakim refused to pay the annual monetary tribute to Nebuchadnezzar.
(The book of Jeremiah records Jeremiah's warnings to Jehoiakim telling
him not to rebel against Babylon.) By 597, Nebuchadnezzar had rebuile
his military and returned to Judah to collect his overdue tribute and
punish the king, Jehoiakim died before Nebuchadnezzar arrived and his
son Jehoiachin became king. Jehoiachin had only been reigning for three
months and ten days when Nebuchadnezzar and his rebuilt army arrived.
The young 18-year-old king Jehoiachin was taken captive along with
10,000 people from Jerusalem, including all craftsmen and artisans—
whom Nebuchadnezzar would use to help build and beautify his famous
city of Babylon. One particular 25-year-old craftsman who was also
training for the priesthood was taken away during this captivity. His name
was named Ezekiel.

3) The third deportation and destruction of Jerusalem occurred in 586.
After the deportation of Jehoiachin, Nebuchadnezzar placed Zedekiah
on the throne in Jerusalem. During Zedekiah's eleven-year reign he
entered into a covenant with Egypt against Nebuchadnezzar (even
though Jeremiah constantly warned him not to). Nebuchadnezzar’s
forces arrived again on January 15, 588 and began a siege against the
walls of Jerusalem. On July 18, 586, after the city had completely
run out of food, the Babylonians finally broke through the city walls
and the Jewish army fled. Nebuchadnezzar himself came to the city
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to inspect it on August 14, 586. At this time, the temple, palaces,
and homes had all been burnt down. The Babylonian army tore
down the walls of Jerusalem and sent all surviving Jews to Babylon.
Nebuchadnezzar later destroyed the Egyptians in 568.

We see Jeremiah's prophecy of a seventy-year captivity in Babylon fulfilled as:

1) The length of time between the first deportation in 605 until the Jews

were allowed to return in 536 (70 years)

2) The length of time between the year Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the

temple in 586 until a new temple was finally reconstructed in 516

(70 years)

According to Ezra 3:8, the Jews began rebuilding the temple around April/May
of 536—70 years after the first captivity in 605. The temple was completed on
March 12, 516—70 years after the original destruction of the temple in 586.

Once again, believers should understand God'’s plan so they know what they're
supposed to do. Daniel, for example, read Jeremiah’s writings and understood that the
time had come for the Jews to prepare to return to Jerusalem. In 538 BC, Daniel is
about 82-years-old and has been absent from Jerusalem for 67 years. He writes:

“In the first year of Darius...I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures,
according to the word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet that

the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years. So I turned to the

Lord God and pleaded with him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in
sackcloth and ashes.” Daniel 9:1-3

Dates of the 70-year captivity

605 BC | First Babylonian captives taken including Daniel (Daniel 1:1)

597 Second Babylonian captives taken including Ezekiel (II Chronicles
36:10)

586 Third captivity after Jerusalem and the temple are destroyed (I
Chronicles 36:15-21)

538 Cyrus, the Persian, conquerors Babylon
Daniel reads in Jeremiah about the 70 years of captivity (Daniel 9:1-3)
Cyrus tells Jews to prepare to return to Jerusalem (Ezra 1:1-8)

536 70 years after the first captivity in 605
Foundations are laid to rebuild the temple in Jerusalem (Ezra 3:8)

516 70 years after the temple was destroyed in 586

The temple is completed on March 12, 516 (Ezra 6:15)
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6. Year of the Messiah

In Daniel 9, God reveals the history of Israel from the time of the Jews' return
from the Babylonian captivity through the time of the coming Messiah. The angel
Gabriel communicates the following to an 82-year-old Daniel in 538 BC:

“Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree to restore
and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One, the ruler, comes, there will
be seven sevens’ and sixty-two sevens. It will be rebuilt with streets and a
trench... After the sixty-two sevens, the Anointed One will be cut off and
will have nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the
city and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood. War will continue
until the end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a
covenant with many for one ‘seven. In the middle of the seven’ he will put
an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing of the temple he will set

up an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is
poured out on him.” Daniel 9:25-27

This is the most important announcement of time regarding the fulfillment of
events in the scripture. These words pinpoint the time that the Messiah will come
to his people (as promised in Genesis 3 as the “seed of the woman” and in Isaiah 53
as the “suffering servant”). He is referred to twice in this passage as “the Anointed
One” which is the Hebrew word “mashiyach” (maw-shee-akh) and translates
“Messiah.” The Greek word for “anointed one” is “christos” or Christ. The Anointed
One or Messiah/Christ will come after “seven ‘sevens, and sixty-two ‘sevens”—after
the “issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem.”

The Hebrew word “sevens” translates “shabu'im” (shaw-boo-im), and it is
similar to the English word for “weeks.” Whenever the Hebrew word “shabu’im” is
translated, it is put into quotes because the word sevens'is being used in a special
way that doesn't translate perfectly into English. The Hebrew word can refer to a
period of seven days or a period of seven years,' but the context here leads us to
believe each ‘sevens'is a period of seven years rather than days.

We know this because:

1) It is not reasonable to believe all the events described in Daniel 9:25-27
could transpire in 483 days.

2) There is no person known as“a Messiah” that comes into history 483
days after this was written.

3) Daniel has already been referring to periods of time in God’s plan by
years (Daniel 1:1 and 1:2).

4) References to one half of the time period known as the “seventieth
seven’ is described other places in scripture as being 1,260 days, 42
months or 3 ¥4 years.
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This prophecy given to Daniel refers to the issuing of a decree to rebuild the
city of Jerusalem. Jeremiah had already spoken about the restoration of the people
to the land (which occurred in 536) and the rebuilding of the temple (516). Here
in Daniel 9:25, Daniel is not referring to the release of people from Babylon or the
actual rebuilding of the temple. He's talking about the issue of a decree to rebuild
the whole city. He is saying that the decree to rebuild Jerusalem will be issued 483
years before the Messiah will come to his people, the Jews.

The Persian emperor issued the command “to restore and rebuild Jerusalem” in
458 BC, just 58 years after the temple was completed. The issuing of the decree
occurred when the Persian King Artaxerxes sent Ezra, a Jewish teacher of scripture
(Ezra 7:6, 10), back to Jerusalem with an “official proclamation” in the form of a
letter. This letter begins by saying: “Now I decree...” (Ezra 7:12-26).

In the decree, the Persian king Artaxerxes says he will supply Ezra and the
Jewish people with whatever they need to get the Jewish system (temple offerings,
governmental positions, etc.) up and running again. Possessing this letter from the
Persian Emperor gave the Jews a green light to completely restore their city. They
could command cooperation from surrounding nations and could charge supplies
to the empire’s royal treasury. Below is a copy of the document in its entirety:

From: Artaxerxes, king of kings,
To: Ezra the priest, a teacher of the law of the God of heaven:

Greetings.

Now I decree that any of the Israelites in my kingdom, including priests

and Levites, who wish to go to Jerusalem with you may go. You are sent

by the king and his seven advisers to inquire about Judah and Jerusalem
with regard to the Law of your God, which is in your hand. Moreover, you
are to take with you the silver and gold that the king and his advisers have
freely given to the God of Israel, whose dwelling is in Jerusalem, together
with all the silver and gold you may obtain from the province of Babylon,
as well as the freewill offerings of the people and priests for the temple of
their God in Jerusalem. With this money be sure to buy bulls, rams, and
male lambs, together with their grain offerings and drink offerings, and
sacrifice them on the altar of the temple of your God in Jerusalem.

You and your brother Jews may then do whatever seems best with the rest of
the silver and gold, in accordance with the will of your God. Deliver to the
God of Jerusalem all the articles entrusted to you for worship in the temple
of your God. And anything else needed for the temple of your God that you

may have occasion to supply, you may provide from the royal treasury.
Y 2! ) ) \

Now I, King Artaxerxes, order all the treasurers of Trans-Euphrates to
provide with diligence whatever Ezra the priest, a teacher of the law of the
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God of heaven, may ask of you up to a hundred talents of silver, a hundred
cors of wheat, a hundred baths of wine, a hundred baths of olive oil, and
salt without limit. Whatever the God of heaven has prescribed, let it be
done with diligence for the temple of the God of heaven. Why should
there be wrath against the realm of the king and of his sons? You are also
to know that you have no authority to impose taxes, tribute, or duty on
any of the priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers, temple servants, or other
workers at this house of God.

And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God, which you
possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer justice to all the
people of Trans-Euphrates—all who know the laws of your God. And you

are to teach any who do not know them. Whoever does not obey the law

of your God and the law of the king must surely be punished by death,
banishment, confiscation of property, or imprisonment.” Ezra 7:12-26

Ezra left Babylon on April 8, 458 and arrived in Jerusalem August 4, 458. So the
time between the issuing of the above letter until the time Christ came was going to
be “seven ‘sevens and sixty-two sevens” or a total of 69 ‘sevens. The 69 sevens would
then be 69 periods of seven years. Thus, a total of 483 years would pass between
the issuing of Artaxerxes letter in 458 BC and the coming of the Christ.

If we count 483 years from the year 458 BC, we end up at the year 26 AD.
According to the book “The Timetables of History” published by Simon &
Schuster, this would put us right in the middle of John the Baptist's ministry.* John
the Baptist's primary purpose was to prepare the people for the Messiah. John
baptized and introduced Jesus to the Jewish nation around 26/27 AD. No matter
how you count the years of Daniel’s prophecy you always end up within a few

months of Jesus baptism and crucifixion.

No one should have been surprised when John the Baptist announced the
Messiah was coming. Nor should they have questioned the arrival of a man like
Jesus and the incredible things he did to verify that he was the prophesied one from
Genesis 3, Isaiah 53, and Daniel 9.

7. Days Messiah Would be in Grave

The prophecy in Daniel 9 said that “the Anointed One will be cut off and will
have nothing” The Messiah was the coming king, but when he arrived after 69
‘sevens’ he would be:

1) “Cut off” — means “to destroy, to consume.” The Messiah, ruler of all,
will be killed so as to “cut oft” his ability to rule.
2) “Will have nothing” — is a reference to the fact that he won't receive his

rightful claim to the kingdom.
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When Jesus Christ came, he mentioned several times that he would be killed, lie
dead in the grave for three days and three nights, only to return later, resurrected.

“For as Jonah was three days and thee nights in the belly of a huge fish,
so the Son of Man will be three days and three nights in the heart of the
earth.” Matthew 12:40

“He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many
things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law,
and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.” Mark 8:31

“The chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate. Sit, they said, ‘we

remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, After three days I
will rise again.” Matthew 27:62, 62

The gospels and other early church liturgy record Jesus' resurrection on the third
day. Paul is clarifying church doctrine to the Corinthians when he says:

“For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ
died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that

he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures and that he
appeared to Peter and then to the Twelve." I Corinthians 15:3-5

8. Year of Jerusalem’s Fall

Jesus taught that his generation would perish at the hands of the Romans. He
spoke about these things in 30 AD. A generation is measured as 40 years (ever
since the days of the Exodus generation and the 40 years they spent wandering in
the wilderness). Sure enough, forty years after Jesus began his ministry (around 27
AD), the Romans invaded Israel (67 AD). And 40 years from Jesus final warnings
and crucifixion (30 AD), the Romans burnt Jerusalem, destroyed the temple, and
took all remaining Jews captive (70 AD).

The same prophecy in Daniel mentions how the Roman military will destroy
both the city of Jerusalem and the Jewish temple.

“After the sixty-two ‘sevens, the Anointed One will be cut off and will have
nothing. The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and

the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood. War will continue until the
end, and desolations have been decreed. He will confirm a covenant with
many for one seven.” Daniel 9:26

9. Length of the Tribulation

If we were to continue reading the prophecy given to Daniel concerning the
time of the Messiah's coming, we would see that there is yet another seven’ after the
seven sevens and the 62 sevens’ (which together equal 69 'sevens’). In other words,
the ruler of the empire that is to come will make a treaty or “confirm a covenant”
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with Israel and other nations for “one ‘seven.” This last seven year period occurs
some time after the Messiah has been cut off, Jerusalem and the temple destroyed,
and the Jewish nation dispersed in 70 AD.

Daniel says the Jewish nation is going to be involved in a seven-year treaty with
a world leader. This treaty involves a return to temple worship in Jerusalem. Since
70 AD, the Jewish people have been dispersed throughout the world and have
been unable to sign such a treaty, let alone rebuild the temple in Jerusalem. Not
until after World War II in 1948 did the Jews reassemble as a nation. Since 1948,
the Jews have not made any kind of seven-year treaty with a world leader. Nor has
there been any temple worship in Jerusalem. The world is still waiting for the final
seven’in Daniel’s prophecy.

Daniel 9:27 goes on to say that this ruler who is yet to come and is as of now
unidentified will break the covenant “in the middle of the ‘seven.” This means that
around the three-and-a-half-year mark, the seven-year covenant with Israel will be
ignored. The world leader will break the treaty. This will usher in the most dreadful
days the earth has seen, as described by Jesus:

“For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the
world until now — and never to be equaled again.” Matthew 24:21

This period of time is described several ways in Revelation, all of which equal
three-and-a-half years:

1) 42 months (12 months +12 months + 12 months + 6 months = 3 %
years—Revelation 11:2;13:5)

2) 1,260 days (1,260 days divided by 30 days = 42 months = 3 %
years—Revelation 11:2)

3) A time, times and half a time (a“time” is a single year, a “times” is a
plural year as in two years, and a“half a time” is a half a year, so, 1 + 2
+ Y5 = 3 ¥ years—Daniel 7:25; 12:7; Revelation 12:6, 14)

10. Length of the Millennium

The promise of the Messiah’s reign on earth is seen throughout the Old
Testament. Daniel referred to the coming of a great ruler (Daniel 9). Isaiah was
talking about the “seed of the woman” when he spoke of someone whod establish a
government that would never end. He said:

“For unto us a child is born, a son is given, and the government will be on
his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government
and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and over
his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.” Isaiah 9:6, 7
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This verse and other verses speak of a man who will reign as God on the
earth. This has not yet happened. It is described as happening at the end of the
tribulation (Revelation 20).

Many believers will be executed in the last 3 % years of the Tribulation. After
Jesus returns to earth (Revelation 19), these martyred believers, along with believers
from all of time passed, will be resurrected. Revelation 20:4, 5 says, “They came to
life and reigned with Christ a thousand years.”

Revelation 20:1-6 also talks about a period of time lasting “a thousand years.”
After the thousand years comes to an end, the universe will be consumed by fire
(II Peter 3:10, 12; Revelation 20:11; 21:1). We will then enter the eternal state
described in Revelation 21 and 22.

Conclusion

If God has bothered to give us these
details concerning time, its limits, and
what he will be actively doing during

each period, he must want us to use the

: information to plan our activities and
S ! nce GOd gave us determine how to spend our limited
this information days.

We can conclude that we are living
between the Messiah's first coming and

shouldn’t we assume

he p | an ned on us his second coming. This means we are
’ . : 5 still waiting for the age of the Kingdom
fl nd I ng It Usefu | : of God on earth. We are not living in

paradise but in a fallen world that is
headed for the worst days humanity
has seen. We should not concentrate on

building our personal kingdoms here, we
should instead work to build the eternal

kingdom to come.
We are living in the days that the prophets of the Old Testament longed to

understand. Peter says:

“Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was
to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, trying to find
out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was
pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that
would follow.” I Peter 1:10, 11

The next prophetic period of time on the horizon is the tribulation. We cannot
just ignore the details of the coming ages revealed in scripture, as many have done
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in the past. The following people were not ready with an understanding of God's
plan and thus reacted incorrectly when particular events occurred:

a) Adam

b) the people of Noah's day

c) the Exodus generation

d) the Jews who stayed behind in Babylon during the Persian Empire
(e.g. Esther’s family)

d) the generation that Jesus came to in 30 AD

e) the disciples (concerning Jesus' resurrection after three days)

f) the Jews who waited for God’s deliverance from the Romans in 70 AD

(it never came)

The people who will live to see the tribulation will also be caught off guard if
they ignore God’s clear revelation. If they decide “eschatology is just too confusing”
for them, they will make the wrong choices when critical times come.

Attention to the word of God on these matters will empower us to be like the
men of Issachar. We will be “men who understood the times and knew what to do.”
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The Four Generation Cycle

Chapter 8: Punishing the Sins of the Fathers
OD ADDRESSES IDOL worship in the Ten Commandments. In the

second commandment, he says:

“You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the waters below. You shall not bow
down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God,
punishing the children for the sin of their fathers to the third and fourth
generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations
of those who love me and keep my commandments.” Exodus 20:4

Included in this command is a description of God’s character and what we can
expect from him based on our actions. Those of us who honor God and his word
can expect to be shown love and grace generation after generation. On the other
hand, those of us who “hate” God and “love” other gods (philosophies or world
views that are not God’s) can expect discipline and punishment for generations to
come. A culture that receives discipline must change its ways or risk being removed
by the fifth generation.

In the second commandment, God warns Israel not to look anywhere but to
him for answers to questions like:

1) Where did I come from?

2) What is the purpose of life?
3) How should I act?

4) What is my future?

The punishment for turning away from God as we seek to discover our origin,
purpose, ethics, and future will not be immediate judgment. Instead God says he will
“punish the children for the sin of their fathers to the third and fourth generation”

The protest that often arises with this verse is that it doesn't seem fair for God
to punish younger generations for sins that older generations committed. I believe
those protesters have a very valid point. What hope would there be for us if we
were subject to God's wrath simply because our great-grandfather whom we never
met led a life of sin?

Israel apparently misunderstood this verse also. After they were taken into
Babylonian captivity, some of the Jewish captives claimed the judgment was a result
of the previous generation’s sin. Ezekiel addresses this in chapter 18:

“The word of the Lord came to me:"What do you people mean by quoting
this proverb about the land of Israel: “The fathers eat sour grapes, and the
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children’s teeth are set on edge.?” Ezekiel 18:2

The Lord was upset because the generation going into captivity was touting this
trendy little slogan to justify an untrue idea—the idea that their fathers had eaten
sour grapes (committed sin), and the result of tasting that bitterness had fallen
upon on the next generation. Ezekiel explains that this is not a correct analysis of

the judgment of God. He says:

“Suppose this son has a son who sees all the sins his father commits, and
though he sees them, he does not do such things...He will not die for his
father’s sin; he will surely live.” Ezekiel 18:14-17

The second commandment is not teaching an unjust code of punishment where
children have to pay for the sins of their parents and grandparents. The only way
the son would be responsible for the sins of his father would be if he observed his
father sin, learned how to behave like his father, and then began to practice the
same sin himself.

God says he “punishes children for the sin of their fathers to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate him.” The word “punish” is the Hebrew word
paqad (paw-kad’) which means “to visit with friendly or hostile intent.” The word
indicates that God is “overseeing, looking after, inspecting, or examining.” So God
is inspecting and examining the sin of the fathers to see if it carried into the third
and fourth generation. Why does he stop at the fourth generation? Why not go on
to the fifth and sixth? We will see that by the fifth generation a father’s sin has been
dealt with in one of two ways. Either the fourth generation has made the necessary
corrections, as mentioned in Ezekiel 18:14-17, or God has destroyed the society.
There would be no fifth generation for that culture.

This is a principle of divine judgment—it is a called the four generation cycle
of judgment, and it is used by God to control history by judging specific cultures
that have become corrupt and sinful. He no longer has to destroy the whole world
as he did in Noah's day or disperse the earth’s population as he did in Nimrod’s day
in order to preserve his plan in the earth. Instead he can just discipline the cultures
that threaten to destroy his work.

The Four Generation Cycle

God “Punishing”, “Visiting”, “Overseeing”, “Inspecting” %pé
the father’s sin to the 3rd & 4th Generation . . . 3

MY %
Sin of the Fathers \ (?f@

is committed o et .|——-—p|— e

First | Second | Third | Fourth
Generation Generation Generation Generation
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The first example of this cycle involves Abraham around 2000 BC, shortly after
the Tower of Babel fell and many separate nations were created. God’s covenant
with Abraham has just been confirmed in a covenant ceremony when the Lord
speaks to him in Genesis 15 about:

1) the future of his family

2) the rest of his own years on earth

3) a coming time when Israel will posses the Promised Land that
Abraham now resides in as a temporary resident

“Then the Lord said to him, Know for certain that your descendants will
be strangers in a country not their own, and they will be enslaved and
mistreated four hundred years. But I will punish the nation they serve

as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions. You,
however, will go to your fathers in peace and be buried at a good old age.

In the fourth generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin

of the Amorites has not yet reached its full measure.” Genesis 15:13-16

Abraham was given this prophecy around 2000 BC. He lived among the
Amorites (also, called Canaanites) and entered into covenants with men like
Mamre, Eshcol, and Aner— Amorite believers (Genesis 14:13). The king of Salem
(the ancient city that is now Jerusalem) was Melchizek who was also a believer and
mature enough in his faith to serve as the priest of God in his city (Genesis 14:18).
Shem, one of Noah’s sons, was still alive at this time and may have settled in the
land of Canaan before Abraham arrived. During Abraham’s lifetime, there were
many believers living and ministering among the Amorites in Canaan.

Sin of the Amorites °* 400years
* 4th Generation (Gen.15:13-16)

\ \ \
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Noah'’s Son Shem and Abraham

“Two years after the flood, when Shem was 100 years old, he became the
father of Arphaxad. And after he became the father of Arphaxad, Shem lived
500 years and had other sons and daughters.” Genesis 11:10

| Flooﬂ Shem 100 years old

" 2 years after the Flood
100 200 300 400 500
Shem 1 . * . 4 Y
[Axphacad | :\ Shem,
Shelah I n Noah’s son, dies
IM I at 500 years old
when
@ Abraham was
| Reu I 110 and Isaac

E ; wras 10 years old
Se H

Note: Shem lived until Isaac’s generation. There would have been a first-
hand account of the entire flood story for ten generations after the flood.
Noah himself was the tenth generation from Adam.

The land of Canaan included Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, and the Sinai. The
people that occupied this land were a melting pot of nations—Canaanites,
Amorites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, and Jebusites (Exodus 3:8;
Deuteronomy 7:1; Joshua 3:10). The group in its entirety can also be called the
“Amorites” or the “Canaanites.” Before cultural corruption set in, the Canaanites
made several lasting contributions to both ancient and modern societies:'

1) Storage jars for the transportation of oil and wine

2) Musical instruments like the castanet (two small, concave, spoon-
shaped shells of ivory or hard wood fastened to the thumb and beaten
together with the middle finger)

3) The use of ivory

4) Vineyard production

5) Development of an alphabet that became the script for the Greek and
Roman worlds—and later became the English alphabet we use today
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tw 8 YzomCluxs=f Wy o
(read right to lefc =)
alpox” (A)
bet “house” (B)
gaml “throwstick” (C, G)
digg i (D)
haw “jubilation” (E)
waw “hook” (EU V W Y)
zen “manacle” (Z)
het (H)
tet “wheel”
yad“aen’ (1)
kap"hand” (K)
lamdgoad” (L)
mem “water” (M)
nahs “snake” (N)
samek “fish”
en’‘eye” (O)
pit ‘corner” (P)
sad “plant”
qup (Q)
ras “head” (R)
$im§ “sun, the Uraeus” (S)
taw “signature” (T)

During the days of Abraham’s grandson Jacob, the four generation cycle in
Canaan began with a terrible famine. Jacob, who was by this time an old man, along
with his twelve sons and their families, moved to Egypt, and they stayed there
throughout the decline of Canaan.

The demise of the great culture of Canaan would soon end in total collapse
because the people had chosen to follow false philosophies.

Sins of Canaanites:

1) Homosexuality and other sexual corruptions (Leviticus 18:24; 18:6-23)
2) Bestiality (Leviticus 18:23)
a. A cult that involved the cohabitation of women and goats existed.
b. Hittite Laws legislated against certain forms of bestiality but
allowed other forms.
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3) Child sacrifices (Leviticus 18:21)

a.

b.

Charred bones of children have been found in a temple near
Amman.

The worship of the god Molech involved placing children on the
hands and arms of this god’s large bronze image. Inside the bronze
idol was a fire that would consume the baby when it rolled down
the arms into the flames. The mother would dance and sing to
make the sacrifice valid.

. 'The excavation of a temple of Baal and Ashtoreth found it to be

150 by 120 feet, surrounded by a wall. Buried within the temple
were numerous jars containing the remains of children sacrificed to
Baal.? This temple had been a place of torture, death, and burial for
Canaanite children (at the hand of the Canaanites themselves).
Children were sacrificed so that their dead bodies could be built
into the walls of homes or gates of cities—thus bringing “blessings.’
Examples of this have been found in Gezer, Megiddo, Jericho, and
many other Canaanite locations. This explains Joshua’s curse on
the one who would rebuild Jericho:

“At the cost of his firstborn son will he lay its foundations; at
the cost of his youngest will he set up its gates.” Joshua 6:26

This curse came to pass in I Kings 16:34 when a man by the name
of Hiel rebuilt Jericho in the days of King Ahab (after Israel had

turned to the Canaanite practice of Baal worship):

“In Ahab’s time, Hiel of Bethel rebuilt Jericho. He laid its
foundations at the cost of his firstborn son Abiram, and he set
up its gates at the cost of his youngest son Segub, in accordance

with the word of the Lord spoken by Joshua son of Nun.”

The temples of the fertility cults had numerous “in-house”
prostitutes. Religious prostitution was used to encourage the gods
Baal and Ashtoreth to mate and produce rain and fertile crops. This
led to extreme abuse as women were turned into sexual objects

and their children were sacrificed in the fire. These people’s false
philosophies led them to seek material prosperity at any cost.

Ugaritic? literature reveals the utter depravity of Canaanites. Their lack of
morality had a destructive effect on every aspect of their culture. It corrupted their
homes and business, as well as their industry, education, military, and judicial
systems. The total destruction of the Canaanite culture had to happen to protect
the world from being corrupted by them. The loss of the Canaanite culture was no
real loss to the rest of the world.

65



HOPE FOR AMERICA'S LAST GENERATION

By the end of the fourth generation, God warns the Israelites against learning
the practices of Canaanite culture:

“You must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing
you. Do not follow their practices.” Leviticus 18:3

The word “practices” (or ‘ordinances” in the King James and “statutes” in the New
American Standard) is a translation of the Hebrew word “hoq” which refers to
the laws in the Pentateuch. The very same Hebrew word is used in Jeremiah 5:22
to refer to a boundary line that the sea cannot cross. The word indicates a rule or
standard set in place by God or by men. In Leviticus 18:3, “practices” refers to the
boundaries established by men for their own societies. God tells the Israelites ‘do
not follow” the boundaries that the Canaanites have established for their culture.
At the end of chapter 18, God warns that if they do choose to follow the
boundaries set by the Canaanites, the land will vomit them out.

“Follow” translates the word “halak” and literally means “to walk.” This word is
referencing a lifestyle or way of life. The Israelites were not to use the boundaries
of the Canaanite culture as a way of life. The holiness of God is not just about a
religious or spiritual experience. When God asks us to be holy, he wants us to be
holy in the way we live our daily lives. For the Christian to separate their religious
experiences from the way they live each day means they have separated the spiritual
realm from reality. The result of such hypocrisy is a meaningless religion.

Guidelines for Israel’s life of holiness (in contrast to the nations in the land of
Canaan) are found in Leviticus 18-19. In Leviticus 19:2, God says to Moses:

“Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: 'Be holy because I,

”

the Lord your God, am holy.

What comes before this verse in chapter 18 and what follows in chapter 19 is
not a list of religious rituals, but rather, standards for living. In these two chapters,
(Leviticus 18 and 19), we find a moral code that if everyone in the United States—
both pagans and believers—could ascribe to would cause a dramatic reversal of fate.
We would no longer face impending disaster if we started adhering to this code.

Holiness in light of these chapters can be simply described as“doing things
in the way that God intended them to be done.” This applies to every area of life:
family, business, education, relationships, sexuality, and so on. Let's look briefly at
what we find in Leviticus 18-19 (a book that many consider to be the most boring

book of the Bible).

A Break Down of Leviticus Chapter 18
After God begins by saying,“You must not do as they do in the land of

Canaan...Do not follow their practices,” he gives an extensive, almost ridiculous,
list of ways Israel is not to have sex. This list takes up seventeen verses. If you
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read through the list of forbidden sexual encounters, you will find many things
you already instinctively know. Men are forbidden to have sex with their mothers,
sisters, grand-daughters, aunts, daughters-in-law, sisters-in-law, neighbor’s wives,
etc. Men are also forbidden from having sex with other men.

God did not need sex to be part of the human experience. He didn't have to use
sex as a mode for human reproduction; he could have made humans reproduce like
amebas that simply split apart and form
another ameba. But God instead designed
sex as a pleasurable experience that people
desire. The joy of sex was all God’s idea,
and all the restrictions God has put on
sex don't change the fact that it is right,
fun, and holy within the proper context.

Remember, holiness means doing

Holiness can be
things the way God intended. God deﬂned as Si mply

intended that societies be based on

doing things the way

families, and families are built on

marriages. Sex is part of a marriage th ey were su Pposed
relationship, and through sex, families
are perpetuated. God’s point is simple: if to be done.

you pervert sex, you will have perverted
marriage, which then messes up the
family. If families fall apart, the society
will eventually fall apart.

Holiness is the theme of Leviticus, but

it is not a mystical holiness that can only be found in heaven. As I said before, it is

a holiness that comes from doing things the way God intended them to be done.
God intended sex to occur only within the context of marriage. If you do not have
sex the way God intended it, you are not holy. If you follow God’s intentions for
marriage, families, and nations, you are holy. Sex is not the only thing God restricts,
but it is the most important thing he restricts. Why? Because it is such an integral
part of marriage, which is the foundation of well-being for mankind.

Leviticus 19

Some other instructions crucial for the well-being of society are also mentioned
in this chapter in Leviticus:

1) Respect your mother and father (19:3) because societies are built on
families.

2) Do not turn to idols (19:4) because they will give you incorrect
boundaries and will eventually destroy you and your society.
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3) Leave part of your fields for the poor to harvest (19:9, 10) because
each society should take care of those who are less fortunate.

4) Do not steal, lie, or deceive (19:11-13) because a society is based in
trust.

5) Do not withhold wages (19:13) because when the working class
prospers, society will prosper (more than just financially).

6) Do not offend the handicapped, but help make their lives easier
(19:14) because they are part of society and you are responsible for all
men.

7) Do not pervert justice or show partiality but judge fairly (19:15)
because by justice is a nation established.

8) Do not spread slander or endanger your neighbor’s life (19:16)
because by doing so you seek to benefit yourself at another person’s
expense.

9) Rebuke your neighbor openly if he is wrong (19:17) because if you do
not, you share the guilt of his wrong action.

10) Love your neighbor as yourself.

The civil code found in Leviticus 18 and 19 is the foundation for social morality.
Israel is told seven times not to behave like nations before them (Leviticus 18: 3, 24,
26, 27,29, 30). According to historical records, archeology, and scriptural accounts,
the Canaanites were not following the civil code of Leviticus. The Lord tells Israel:

“It is on account of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is going
to drive them out before you. It is not because of your righteousness or
your integrity that you are going in to take possession of their land; but on
account of the wickedness of these nations, the Lord your God will drive
them out before you.” Deuteronomy 9:5

Israel is not being rewarded; the Canaanites are being punished. Israel is then

warned that the same fate might befall them if they do not keep the common

civil code:

“And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it vomited out the

nations that were before you.” Leviticus 18:28

Israel is warned that they must destroy this culture and not adopt any of

their ways:

“Do not bow down before their gods or worship them or follow their
practices. You must demolish them and break their sacred stones to pieces.
Worship the Lord your God, and his blessing will be on your food and
water.” Exodus 23:24
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“Otherwise, they will teach you to follow all the detestable things they do.”
Deuteronomy 20:18

“When you enter the land the Lord your God is giving you, do not learn
to imitate the detestable ways of the nations there. Let no one be found
among you who sacrifices his son or daughter in the fire, who practices
divination or sorcery, interprets omens, engages in witchcraft, or casts
spells, or who is a medium or spiritist, or who consults the dead. Anyone
who does these things is detestable to the Lord, and because of these
detestable practices, the Lord your God will drive out those nations before
you.” Deuteronomy 18:9-14

After four generations, Moses leads Israel back to the borders of Canaan and
Joshua eventually takes them all the way into the land to conqueror the Amorites
(Canaanites). By the end of its fourth generation, the Canaanite culture had
reached its end.

Because Israel disobeyed the Lord in the wilderness on the way to Canaan, the
people had to wait forty more years to enter the land. This meant the Canaanites
had forty more years to consider what the Lord was going to do to them after
hearing about what the Lord did to the Egyptians at the Red Sea. There was still
time to repent as Rahab, the Canaanite prostitute, would. Rahab understood what

the Lord had done and what he was going to do. She told the two spies:

“T know that the Lord has given this land to you and that a great fear of
you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear
because of you. We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the
Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt.,.When we heard of it, our
hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord

your God is God in heaven above and on the earth below.” Joshua 2:8-11

When Israel finally approached Jericho, they alerted the city six times in six
days by marching around the city walls. Why? Because there was still time for the
Canaanites to repent and flee the city. Any families who hadn't fled Canaan while
the Israelites spent forty years in the wilderness were being given an additional
six days to leave. Israel was there to overthrow the Canaanite culture, not hunt
down and kill individual Canaanites. In fact, the Bible talks about Canaanites who
escaped and later became believers. Two of them, Rahab and Bathsheba, are in the
genealogical records of Jesus (Matthew 1:5, 6).

After 400 years in Egypt, plus forty more years in the wilderness, and then six
days of warning laps around the city—God finally commanded Israel to begin
the destruction of the city. There would be no fifth generation for the Canaanite
culture. It took a five-year war for Joshua and the Israelites to conquer the land
completely, eliminating the Canaanites from history, and occupying their territory.
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Concerning the United States today, there are many nations currently calling
for our death and destruction. If we, for just a moment, could see ourselves in the
place of the Canaanites and consider what we've learned from their overthrow, we
might grasp what's going to happen. Our problem is not the fact that other nations
are calling for our demise; our problem is our own stubborn hearts and our own
sinful, selfish behavior. As surely as the

God of heaven is just, he is also merciful.

>

il

The entire Canaanite culture could have
responded to the Lord as Rahab did and
been spared. Unfortunately, they did not,

S

so only Rahab and her family survived.

O ur nat | ona I Today we must defend against our
. . enemies and fight off those who want
existence wi ” be to overthrow us, but if we really want
. to understand why we're having so
determined by many problems, we should consider the
the state Of historical account of the fall of Canaan.

They were an immoral people, but God

our national soul.

gave them many years to repent and
change. Like the Canaanites, God has
given us more time. If we start living
the way God intended us to live, we
will become a holy nation again and our

culture will continue.

“The man who obeys them (the laws of the common moral code) will live
by them. I am the Lord.” Leviticus 18:5
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N THE SPRING of 1983, my wife Toni and I finished college and moved to a

small Iowa town where I took a job as the head coach of my first varsity baseball
team. My new position was very important to me because I had been studying
the game of baseball, along with various coaching techniques, since 1977. When
our season was ovet, we had reason to rejoice. We were the official conference
champions, which was a big deal to me and the whole community. I figured that if
I'd won my first conference championship at age 23, I was on track for decades of
coaching that would include many more victories. But no sooner had my coaching
career begun than a new road for my life emerged.

Even now on long road trips and over late-night dinners, Toni and I speculate
about how different life might have been if wed stayed the course with my original
dream to coach high school sports until retirement. There have been times we
wished we hadn't decided to change direction. How different life might have been if
wed simply kept going down the road we were headed. But we had veered off that
road long ago.

It all began on a Sunday morning in June when we decided to attend one of the
local churches in our new town. The pastor used the entire sermon to rail about
how all kids should be in Christian schools. We didn't go back to that church
the next week; instead, we tried another one nearby. At the second church, the
pastor spent most of the sermon reading anecdotes from that month’s Reader’s
Digest. Holy smokes, I remember thinking, I could be spending this time on team
statistics, practice plans, and game strategy.

I knew that, as a Christian couple, Toni and I needed to find a place where we
could hear the word of God preached, but so far, we were 0-2. The next Sunday
morning, we didn’t dress up and go to church. We instead got up and turned on the
TV. We watched a very intense preacher speak for about an hour. He quoted a lot
of scripture and had an air of authority when he spoke. The next week, we watched
him again. I was mesmerized. I loved the way he presented himself, and I envied
his confidence. Toni said she thought he was arrogant. I agreed, but I still liked
him. I recognized that he was teaching the Bible with the same traits I'd observed
in successful coaches. He had a kind of poise and self-assurance I'd never seen in a
pastor before.

The third time I listened to him, I realized the hour I'd spent sitting in front
of our little black and white twelve-inch had flown by. It felt like just a few
minutes had passed. I sat stunned as the closing song started to play, and I wished
I didn't have to wait a full week to hear him preach again. Toni was sitting on
the floor beside me, also staring at the little $64 TV we bought at Target on our
honeymoon. I remember looking over at her and saying, “We have to do something”
I doubt she was clear as to what I meant at the time, but I remember her nodding
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in agreement. From that point on, we had a mutual understanding that there was
more out there for us spiritually.

The next few years we spent coaching and teaching in that little town, we also
became consumed with Bible teaching. We listened to every sermon on tape we
could get our hands on. We got up two hours early every day to read the Bible. As
we did this, our dreams for our lives slowly started to change.

Two years later, we put our house up for sale and gave everything away that
wouldn't fit into a U-haul trailer. We were now both 25 and had two boys under
the age of two. We were quitting our jobs and stepping out in faith to follow our
dream of going to Bible school. When we arrived in our new town, I took a job in
a dumpy factory that paid me $4 an hour. That was where seminary began for me.
There were no theology classes or Bible tests, but working in that factory refined
my character through daily tests of perseverance.

Coaching became a distant memory from another life in which I called the
plays. That first year chasing our dream, we lived below the poverty line. We
had never experienced hopelessness like we felt then. We wanted to quit and
we thought about going back, but we just couldn’t. Something in our souls had
changed. We had a desire that we didn't understand, and it was burning inside
us, pushing us forward. Like the lyrics in Bob Seger’s song “The Fire Inside,” our
dreams were slipping away, being eroded daily by the realities of life...but there was
still something driving us. Seger calls it “The Fire.”

Then it comes to you how it all slips away

Youth and beauty are gone one day
No matter what you dream or feel or say
It ends in dust and disarray

Like wind on the plains, sand through the glass
Waves rolling in with the tide

Dreams die hard and we watch them erode
But we cannot be denied

The fire inside
Looking back now, I know that fire was the Spirit of God. He had dropped

a plan into our souls, and we couldn’t look back. While we worked, scrounged,
and studied, God prepared us for a new direction in life. I didn't realize this at

the time, however, and I became more and more frustrated each day. God had to
discipline me through hardships, but those painful times were essential to refining
my attitude. They were especially key in developing my sincerity and willingness to
respond to the dream he had given me.

“Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons...No
discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it
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produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been
trained by it.” Hebrews 12:7, 11

Hardships can be discipline from God, a way he trains us to produce
righteousness and peace. We can refuse to be guided by God. We can become
bitter, resentful, and fearful. We can quit altogether. But the factor that will
determine our success in life will be whether or not we allow God to form us into
something he can use. Paul addresses this when he writes to Timothy, a young man
he had helped train for the ministry:

“In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of
wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. If a_
man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble

purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good
work.” IT Timothy 2:20, 21

Hebrews 12:6 quotes the wisdom book of Proverbs 3:12:

“The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts

as a son.

This is true for each of us as individuals, but it's even more valid for entire cultures
and nations. God is not just going to let a nation wander away from his standards and
embrace sin, darkness, and destruction without first disciplining the people and trying
to grab their attention. Individuals and nations alike have free will and can choose to
respond to God's discipline and repent or scoff at his discipline, and refuse to change.
But any nation that continues to sin is
setting itself up for the wrath of God.

God loves our nation, as he does all
nations. But unfortunately, we are living
below the standard of general revelation
(basic right and wrong) he set in place
long ago (Romans 2:15). Common sense
tells us that the United States has set
itself up to face continued cycles of divine

march right past

discipline. Will our nation have enough God’s disci P] ine
sense to respond to these warnings? Or, are

we too weak to change after so many years on |Y to meet
of secularism, materialism, and hedonism? h is J u d g ment.

Have we lost the desire to fight for our

lives? If we are too far gone, we will march
right through God’s warnings to meet his
ultimate judgment and our ultimate end.
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Leviticus 26:14-33 describes the five cycles of discipline God promises to take
Israel through them if they continue to rebel against him.

“But if you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and
if you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my
commands and so violate my covenant, then I will do this to you.”

Cycle Number One Comes to the First Generation (the first 40 years):

“T will bring upon you sudden terror, wasting diseases and fever that will
destroy your sight and drain away your life. You will plant seed in vain,
because your enemies will eat it. I will set my face against you so that you
will be defeated by your enemies; those who hate you will rule over you,
and you will flee even when no one is pursuing you. If after all this you will
not listen to me, I will punish you for your sins seven times over...”

Cycle Number Two Comes to the Second Generation (years 41-80):

“I will break down your stubborn pride and make the sky above you like
iron and the ground beneath you like bronze. Your strength will be spent
in vain, because your soil will not yield its crops, nor will the trees of

the land yield their fruit. If you remain hostile toward me and refuse to
listen to me, I will multiply your afflictions seven times over, as your sins
deserve.

Cycle Number Comes to the Third Generation (years 81-120)

“T will send wild animals against you, and they will rob you of your
children, destroy your cattle and make you so few in number that your
roads will be deserted. If in spite of these things you do not accept my
correction but continue to be hostile toward me, I myself will be hostile
toward you and will afflict you for your sins seven times over.”

Cycle Number Four Comes to the Fourth Generation (years 121-160)
“And I will bring the sword upon you to avenge the breaking of the

covenant. When you withdraw into your cities, I will send a plague among
you, and you will be given into enemy hands. When I cut off your supply
of bread, ten women will be able to bake your bread in one oven, and they
will dole out the bread by weight. You will eat, but you will not be satisfied.
If in spite of this you still do not listen to me but continue to be hostile
toward me, then in my anger I will be hostile toward you, and I myself will
punish you for your sins seven times over.”
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The Ultimate End of the Society

“You will eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters. I will
destroy your high places, cut down your incense altars and pile your dead
bodies on the lifeless forms of your idols, and I will abhor you. I will turn
your cities into ruins and lay waste your sanctuaries, and I will take no
delight in the pleasing aroma of your offerings. I will lay waste the land, so
that your enemies who live there will be appalled. I will scatter you among
the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be
laid waste, and your cities will lie in ruins.’

Five Cycles of Discipline (Judg ment) : ::ited
n

We can see from these verses that as nations move into the first generation of
rebellion toward God, he sends out a warning, such as the plague seen here. The
purpose is to remind men of their humble condition before an all-powerful God.
During this time, many people will cry out to God and start to make better choices.
Others will become hopeless, and, consumed in their self-pity, they will curse God.

Nations that, on a whole, repent and change their ways will recover. But if a
nation continues in sin and that depravity is picked up by the second generation,
God will step up his warnings out of love for mankind. If men were allowed to live
as they please, the world would be a miserable place of sin. This is why God put
laws into place. He gave us free will from the very beginning when he told Adam,
“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden.” He also warned Adam that eating
from one tree in particular would kill him. God wants us to follow our desires,
which is why he gave us free will. But we must bring our desires subject to his
limits. God has standards already set in place, and because he is love, he will try to
stop us in every way he can from acting against his word.

If the first generation does not repent, the second generation will experience a
great famine. This should again cause them to realize how weak they are, (they can't
do something as simple as gathering food). They will be given forty more years to
reconsider the path they're on and decide whether or not to change course.

The third generation will face a dramatic increase in crime. God says this crime
will rob them of their children and possessions and create deserted streets. Anarchy
will begin to set in. The very corruptness of the culture has become a punishment
in itself.
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The fourth generation will experience some type of military attack on their land,
giving them a taste of what is coming if their disobedience continues into the next
generation. This fourth generation will deal with mounting discipline as they draw
closer and closer to the end of God’s patience.

At the end of the fourth generation, God will remove the disobedient nation
from his plan. After 160 years of loving discipline, the nation will finally experience
the wrath of God. Since the people of that nation rebelled, living in an unnatural
state of immorality, so their punishment will be unnatural. Portrayals of the fifth
cycle of judgment are some of the most hideous descriptions in history. You can
see the details of the fifth cycle in the scripture list below. In a few chapters, we will
look at some historical examples of the fifth cycle—examples that would be beyond
belief, were not for the fact that God told us to expect it in Leviticus and historians
recorded the events when they occurred.

Consider this a warning, a loving appeal to our nation that we not go any
further. All God asks is that we return to what is right and good. We must change
now, before it’s too late.

Cycle of Generation it Characteristics Described in
Judgment Strikes Leviticus 26
a. Sudden terror
b. Wasting diseases
1 c. Fever destroys sight
First Generation | d. Drain away life
Leviticus e. Plant seed in vain
1-40 years f. Enemies eat produce
26:16-17 .
g. Defeated by enemies
h. Ruled by those who hate you
i. Flee when no one pursues you.
a. Break down stubborn pride
2 . b. Sky like iron (no rain
Second Generation c GrZund like b(ronze (f)amine)
Leviticus d. Strength spent in vain
26:19-20 41-80 years e. No crips fl:om soil
f. No fruit from trees
3 a. Send wild animals (crime)
Third Generation | b. Robbed of children
Leviticus c. Destroy cattle .
26:22 81-120 years d. Reduce population
e. Deserted roads
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4

Leviticus

26:25-26

Fourth Generation

121-160 years

50 MM e a0 o

. Sword upon you (war comes to your

land)

. Seek shelter from attacks
. Plagues
. Given into enemies hands

. Cut of supply of food

Poor living conditions

. Food rationed

. Hunger

Leviticus

26:29-39

No Fifth

Generation

The End of Society

o

o

50 MM e a0

. Eat flesh of sons & daughters
. Destroy high places, altars,

sanctuaries

. Pile dead bodies on idols

. Ruin cities

Lay waste sanctuaries
Not listen to your prayers

. Lay waste the land
. Disperse the citizens among nations

“But if they will confess their sins
and the sins of their fathers...I will
remember...”

Leviticus 26:40
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HERE IS A passage in Proverbs that has intrigued me for years. Its
verses seem to form an ancient mirror reﬂecting back the mistakes of past
generations. That mirror is now angled at us.

“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their

mother‘

There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed
from their filthiness.

There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are
lifted up.

Thereisa generation, whose teeth are as swords, and their jaw teeth as

knives, to devour the poor from off the earth, and the needy from among
men.” Proverbs 30:11-14 (KJV)

In these verses, God describes the heart and attitude of four generations of
people. The generations are consecutive, and, unfortunately, all are perpetuating a
culture full of rebellion toward God. By the fourth generation, the cycle is complete.
The sin of the first generation has reached its fullness, and God promises to
eliminate the society from history. This is his way of preserving the earth until his
plan for mankind is complete. Since the establishment of the institution of nations,
this four generation cycle has been used to preserve godly standards on earth.

Essentially, the first generation has rejected a divine viewpoint of life and
developed a human-centered worldview that is not correct. Their worldview is
then passed on to the next generation. By the time the second generation reaches
an age where they can engage in critical thought, they have already been positioned
to evaluate their world from their parents’ wrong perspective. The third generation
doesn't stand a chance and naturally turns all their attention to themselves. As the
fourth generation comes of age, the culture is full of morally unrestrained people
who will use violence to accomplish their personal agendas. This fourth generation
will be the nation’s last.

Types of Nations

These verses can be applied to generations found in every nation on earth. There
are two distinct types of nations in the world:

1) Nations with access to the Bible (special revelation)
a. Israel has always possessed the written law of Moses.
b. Believing Gentile nations have a knowledge of scripture.
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2) Pagan nations that have access to God’s truth (general revelation)
a. This would include all other nations that don't have access to the
written word of God. The Lord said his absolute standards have been
written on men’s hearts. Everyone has a conscience to delineate right
from wrong. Just like a bird knows to migrate south for the winter, if
people follow natural laws they intuitively understand, they will be

blessed by God.
A verse regarding this type of nation is found in Romans:

“When Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things
required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do
not have the law, since they show that the requirements of the law are
written on their hearts.” (Romans 2:14, 15)

Generation Number One: A Generation That Curses Their Fathers

“There is a generation that curseth their father, and doth not bless their
mothers.” Proverbs 30:11 (KJV)

In Deuteronomy 11:18-21, Hebrew parents are told to:

“Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols

on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your
children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk
along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the
doorframes of your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days
of your children may be many in the land that the Lord swore to give your
forefathers, as many as the days that the heavens are above the earth.

Parents have a responsibility to introduce their children to the creator. The
command in Deuteronomy explains that if each generation strives toward
righteousness, they will continue to enjoy the land promised them by God. If
offspring are righteous, the nation has the potential to continue forever.

Proverbs 30:11 is about the beginning of a spiritual and moral decline that will
eventually span four generations. The decline begins when one generation curses
the righteous ways their fathers taught them, also refusing to show gratitude for
their mother’s moral teaching.

The first generation curses the very men who instructed them in the ways of the
Lord—their fathers. The Hebrew word for “curse” is ‘qalal” which means “trifling,
small, to bring contempt, to despise.” This generation considers their righteous
heritage a trivial, insignificant thing. This is what Esau did when he decided that a
bowl of stew was more valuable than his father’s blessing. Genesis 25:34 says,“So

Esau despised his birthright.”
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Esau was heir to Abraham and Isaac’s estate, which included the covenant with
God. Yet Esau“cursed” it all in the name of his immediate need for food.

The verses in Proverbs aren't just talking about one immature teenager; they're
talking about an entire generation. The parents of this generation have tried to pass
down the knowledge of God and his eternal plan, but the response from the next
generation was like that of Esau. They choose to sell eternity for a moment in time.

This same generation “did not bless their mothers.” The word “bless” comes
from the Hebrew word “barak” which means “to kneel.” The association between
kneeling and blessing comes from the old custom of taking a child on one’s knee to
pronounce a blessing on him.

The Jewish mother was instrumental in passing down knowledge of God and
scripture to her children. We see this in Proverbs 1:8:

“Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your
mother’s teaching. They will be a garland to grace your head and a chain to
adorn your neck.”

A generation that "does not bless their mothers” doesn't thank their mothers for

the good teaching they received. They simply aren't grateful for their godly heritage.

Generation Number Two: A Generation

Who Are Pure In Their Own Eyes

“There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not
washed from their filthiness.” Proverbs 30:12”

The second generation rejects a universal code of right and wrong, They don'
believe in a holy and righteous God, so they don't have an ultimate standard to compare
themselves to. They are “pure in their own eyes” even though they are full of sin.

This generation creates its own rules and establishes its own value system. They
develop theories and philosophies that are logical to the human mind but contrary
to the divine view. They are ready to accept anything that makes sense to them after
they evaluate it according to a judgment system based solely on human reasoning.

Generation Number Three: A Generation

Who Are Haughty and Disdainful

“There is a generation, O how lofty are their eyes! And their eyelids are
lifted up.” Proverbs 30:13

The NIV says “There are those whose eyes are ever so haughty, whose glances
are so disdainful” This is a description of the third generation. Their “eyes are so
haughty” because they are filled with pride and arrogance. They have been raised
by parents who failed to acknowledge the sin nature, so they established their own
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ethics according to personal preferences. Now they have a very high evaluation of
themselves and believe they should get whatever they want. They only deserve the
best. They are self-absorbed and spend all their time fulfilling personal goals and
desires.

Their “glances are disdainful” because they rationalize that nothing is as
important as their own happiness. The third generation is the “Me Generation.’
Children raised by this generation spend their formative years with extremely
self-centered parents. Divorce is rampant because the ‘quest for happiness” is
paramount. Doing whatever it takes to “find oneself” is most important. This
generation is constantly searching for something better but they often die
unfulfilled and alone thanks to selfish choices.

Generation Number Four:
A Generation Whose Teeth
Are As Swords

: : l’II .I '
“There is a generation whose Essentially, the first generation rejects the divine
h d d thei viewpoint of life and develops a human worldview
teeth are as swords, and their that is not correct. Their worldview is then passed

jaw teeth as knives, to devour on to the next generation. By the time the second

generation reaches an age where they can engage
the poor from off the earth' and in critical thought, they have already been positioned

the needy from among men:, to evaluate their lives and their world from their

parents’ corrupt perspective. The third generation
Proverbs 30:14 doesn't stand a chance and naturally turn all their

attention to themselves. As the fourth generation
comes of age culture begins to fill up with a morally

i

The fourth generation is the most

violent. They are Oppressive and abusive, unrestrained people who will use violence to accomplish
their social, judicial, economic and personal agenda.
This fourth generation will be the society’s last.

taking advantage of anyone who's weak.
Their insatiable desires make them cruel.
When this generation is old enough to
gain control of the government, their

tyranny can only be stopped through

foreign invasion.
Israel had a generation like this, as described in Amos 8:4,“You trample the
needy and do away with the poor of the land.” This type of behavior indicates the
fourth and final generation of a society. In reference to that generation in Israel,
God said, “The time is ripe for my people Israel; I will spare them no longer.”

Reflections on David’s Fourteenth Psalm

The generational cycle is again hinted at in Psalm 14. The chapter begins
with the fool saying, “There is no God,” which is exactly what happens in the first
generation. In verse 2, there is no one left with a correct understanding of God and

his ways, like the second generation. God then sees that men have become corrupt
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and sinful, looking only to fulfill their own desires—just like the third generation.
Next these men ‘devour people as men eat bread,” which reminds us of the fourth

generation.

Psalm 14

1 “The fool says in his heart
there is no God.
They are corrupt, their deeds are vile;
there is no one who does good.

2 The Lord looks down from heaven
on the sons of men
to see if there are any who understand,
any who seek God.

3 All have turned aside,
they have together become corrupt;
there is no one who does good,
not even one.

4 Will evildoers never learn—
those who devour my people as men eat bread
and who do not call on the Lord?”

A Look at Ages in the Scripture

Before the flood, men lived much longer. Adam is recorded to have lived 930
years, and his son Seth lived to be 912. The earth’s environment was perfect at
the time. There were no diseases until after the fall of man, and, as we already
discussed, the earth was encircled with a layer of water that protected mankind
from dangerous radiation (Genesis 1:6-8). During the flood, this water fell to
earth, exposing men to solar radiation for the first time. Scientists have learned
that the sun’s ultraviolet light speeds up the aging process and contributes to skin
cancer and cataracts. (An example of this would be the Apollo astronauts who got
cataracts an average of seven years earlier than most people.) Scientists also found
that ultraviolet exposure alters the immune response by changing cell structure.

Immediately after the flood, men stopped living as long. Noah's son Shem lived
to be 500, and the first generation born after the flood lived an average of 400 years.
After the Tower of Babel, we see those numbers cut in half again. Abraham’s father
dies at 205, and the years of life continue to decrease with each generation: 209,
207,200, 119.

Therefore, the length of a generation in Adam’s day was longer than the length
of a generation after the flood in Shem’s day. And a generation in Abraham’s day
(about 100 years) was longer than a generation in David's day (40 years).
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What is a Generation?

Ever since Israel was established as a nation at Mount Sinai, a“‘generation” was
determined to be a period of time lasting forty years.

“He made them wander in the desert for forty years, until the whole
generation of those who had done evil in his sight was gone.” Numbers

32:13

The Hebrew word for generation is ‘dor” which means “a revolution of time
such as an age or generation, roughly the period of time from one’s birth to one’s
maturity. In the Old Testament, a“dor” is a period of about forty years.!” When
Moses turned eighty, Joshua was about forty. Together, the two men represented
the leadership of the first and second generations.

Recognizing 160 Years of Decline

If a generation turns away from God, they begin a decline that will end with
the annihilation of their great-grandchildren. This four generation process takes
160 years, beginning with the original sin of the great-grandparents then passing
through three more generations (each forty years in length). In this way, God is
merciful by withholding his final judgment. He grants a nation many years to
repent and eradicate the evil in their midst.

This process has been repeated for hundreds of years through many
generations. It can be very difficult for a family, culture, or nation to identify the sin
of their forefathers—the reason the judgment process began in the first place. Later
we will see that this was a problem for the northern ten tribes of Israel when they
didn't repent of the sin of Jeroboam.

Our Generation

As we look at our own generation, it can be hard to honestly judge ourselves in
light of God’s standards. It's hard because our society has suffered such an erosion
of absolute truth. This is combined with the fact that most churches in our nation
consider ‘an understanding of the Bible” just one of many optional activities for
churchgoers. I have seen many full color brochures from churches that look like this:

Wednesday night activities:
a) Fishers of Men Basketball League — bring your unsaved friends!
b) Financial Planning for Families — learn to be a good steward even
if you're in debt
c¢) The Maker’s Diet — how to improve your temple God’s way
d) Overview of the Gospels — for anyone ready get serious about the

Bible

e) Children’s Church — games, snacks, contests, videos, and more!!!
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f) Martha’s Kitchen — home decorating techniques for busy moms
($30 supplies fee)

g) Solitary Living — surviving as a Christian single in a postmodern
world

h) Building Committee Meeting

Now don't get me wrong, these activities aren't bad. But the problem with this
list is that studying the Bible is just one of many options. Its for the Christian
whose “ready to get serious.” This list gives us insight into many churches today.

Studying the Bible should be the main focus of every Christian, with additional
church activities as the icing on the cake. But unfortunately, to get the traditional
stamp of Christian approval today, you must be able to say, “I help in the nursery,’
or “I'm on worship team,” or “I lead an outreach ministry” The underlying
assumption is that if you are involved in any church activity, you must be walking
the straight and narrow.

This assumption has worked

wonders for church leaders who know - - come to
church

and...

|

that anytime you get people involved in
church activities, they'll feel compelled
to attend Sunday service, thus adding
to church attendance numbers. While

...get

involved in an '’

activity so you \
will...

everyone would agree that Christians
should be in some type of community,
it's not good if the only reason they're
attending church is because they're The Vanity Cycle of Church Activities
involved with church-related programs

and, therefore, feel obligated to go on Sundays.

Yet another error in this system comes when people wrongly assume that
anyone involved in “‘church ministry” must already know and understand the Bible.
We don't have to look far in our churches today to see how false that assumption
is. The purpose of the church is supposed to be: communicating the revelation of
scripture to believers. But that purpose has been lost along the way. There simply
isn't time to hear in-depth teaching on scripture between all the small group socials
and marriage classes and outreach events.

Yet we know that only through hearing the word can people truly change:

“Faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through
the word of Christ.” Romans 10:17

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test
and approve what God's will is”” Romans 12:2
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Paul tells Timothy:

“Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to
preaching and to teaching” I Timothy 4:13

Timothy is told to read, preach, and teach the scriptures (I Timothy 4:13)
because “faith comes from hearing the message” (Romans 10:17). When people gain
an understanding of scripture, they grow in faith as their minds are renewed. They
no longer conform to the pattern of the world but are transformed as they start to
understand God's plan for mankind and the standards hes set into place (Romans
12:1). Only when people have a good grasp on scripture are local churches fulfilling
their purpose. It is then that congregants can go out into the world and be salt to
their generation.

Salt in the ancient world did three things:

1) Preserved — salt was added to meat before refrigeration to keep it from
rotting

2) Prevented — enemies poured salt on cities after they destroyed them to
prevent anything from growing on the land ever again

3) Added flavor — in the same way we use it today, salt has been used for
ages to season food and draw out distinct flavors

Jesus told his disciples that they were the salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13).
This means that those who believe in Jesus are supposed to help preserve their
culture from moral decay, prevent the sins of their fathers from spreading to their
generation, and add flavor to life by enjoying a happy and meaningful existence as
part of God’s plan. This is the purpose of the church as it relates to society, but this
“saltiness” only comes after Christians first hear and understand the word of God.

Programs, activities, and social events have, sadly, replaced Bible teaching in our
churches. Jesus says that once a church’s saltiness is lost it can never be made salty
again. The church is worthless to society if it’s just a building full of people who
have busy schedules (full of church-related activities) but still think and act exactly
like everyone else in their generation. Jesus promised that pagan men will see the
worthlessness of such a church and despise it.

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it
be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown
out and trampled by men.” Matthew 5:13

A few years ago, I was asked to teach a Sunday school class for young adults
ages 20-30. I decided to teach on apologetics. The theme verse I used was I Peter
3:15, Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the
reason for the hope that you have.” (The word “answer” is the Greek word “apologia”
which refers to someone giving a defense in court. It's where we get the words
“apologize” and “apologetics.”) Apologetics is all about providing evidence. I told the
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class how we knew there must be a God based on logic and science. I defended the
authenticity of the scriptures and showed them that the Bible was consistent with
ancient manuscripts written during the apostles’ generation.

Even though the class was very interested in the teaching, I got called into one
of the pastor’s offices—cleatly in trouble. The pastor casually flipped through my
teaching notes and he asked, “So is this what you're teaching?” I nodded. Then the
paster asked, “Don't you think it’s a little deep?” Out of respect for the position, I
responded by asking,“What would you like me to teach?” The answer I received
was, “Something simple...something basic.”

“Something basic” seems to sum up most of our churches today. Being “seeker-
friendly” is the new key to getting more people through the door, (and getting more
people through the door is, after all, the ultimate goal). “Basic” sermons are required
for seekers—sermons that shed light on
“How to be a good parent,” or “What
to do with work-related stress.” But
trite mildly-motivational messages are
not fulfilling the purpose of the church.
Believers today desperately need an actual

understanding of the Bible.

t h ec h u rCh is to The Sunday school class I'd been
; teaching was full of college graduates
communicate whod been raised in our ultra-secular
t h e revel ation society. Their schools, and in many cases,
. their churches, had promoted humanism
Of SCri Ptu re at some level. The government and the
to believers. media had taken that promotion a step

further. These young adults had spent
their entire lives dealing with doubts
and questions from skeptics concerning
the exis