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Habakkuk 2:15-20 
 

#4 - Habakkuk 2:15-17 
2:15 “Woe to him who makes his neighbors drink—you pour out your wrath and make them 

drunk, in order to gaze at their nakedness! 

2:16 You will have your fill of shame instead of glory.  

Drink, yourself, and show your uncircumcision!  

The cup in the Lord's right hand will come around to you, and utter shame will come upon 

your glory! 

2:17 The violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, as will the destruction of the beasts 

that terrified them, for the blood of man and violence to the earth, to cities and all who dwell in 

them. 

 

1. The image is drunkenness that puts the drunk person in a state of incapacitation, humiliation 

and vulnerability. 

2. The image of drunkenness is used in Scripture of the state man is in when he is arrogant and 

thinks he is unstoppable, but the Lord allows this hubris to confuse the man to walk confidently 

into his destruction. 

a. Job 21:20 – “Let their own eyes see their destruction, and let them drink of the wrath of 

the Almighty.” 

b. Psalm 75:8 – “For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup with foaming wine, well 

mixed, and he pours out from it, and all the wicked of the earth shall drain it down to the 

dregs.” 

c. Isaiah 19:14 – “The Lord has mingled within her a spirit of confusion, and they will make 

Egypt stagger in all its deeds, as a drunken man staggers in his vomit. 

d. Isaiah 29:9-10 – “Astonish yourselves[b] and be astonished; blind yourselves and be 

blind! Be drunk, but not with wine; stagger, but not with strong drink! 

For the Lord has poured out upon you a spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes 

(the prophets), and covered your heads (the seers)” 

e. Isaiah 51:17-22 – concerning Babylon 

f. Jeremiah 25:8-29 – concerning Babylon 

g. Jeremiah 51:7 – “Babylon was a golden cup in the Lord's hand, making all the earth 

drunken; the nations drank of her wine; therefore the nations went mad.” 

h. In Revelation 17 

3. Babylon had poured out what they thought was their own will and wrath. So, Babylon glorified 

themselves and became arrogant (hubris) which was themselves becoming drunk and 

incapable of rightly discerning Truth and Reality. This led them into great error and deception. 

4. Babylon is guilty of the  

a. hamas (“violence”, 2:17), which is social oppression done to “Lebanon” 

b. sod – “plunder” or “destruction”, which is “violence, havoc, devastation, ruin” done to the 

beasts which “made them afraid 

c. middeme - “blood” of man 

d. hamas (“violence”, second time in 2:17) to the: 

i. earth 

ii. cities 



2 
 

iii. all who dwell in them 

5. “Lebanon”  

a. The country north of the land of Israel 

b. Often used to refer to the general land of Israel: 

i. 1 Kings 9:19 

ii. Song of Songs 4;8 

iii. Isaiah 33:9 

iv. Nahum 1:4 

v. Given to Israel by the Lord: 

1. Deut 1:7-8 

2. Josh 1:4 

vi. Symbol of Israel: 

1. 2 Kings 14:9 

2. Jeremiah 22:6 

3. Jeremiah 22:23 

vii. Used to identify Israel as the victim of Babylon 

1. Ezekiel 17:3 

6. 2:17 repeats 2:8 
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#5 - Habakkuk 2:18-20 
2:18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies? 

      For its maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! 

2:19 Woe to him who says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? 

     Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 

2:20 But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.” 
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