2 Peter 2:4-16

Peter provides three examples of God’s previous judgment of false reality and the immorality that follows.
But, these examples also demonstrate God’s ultimate deliverance of the faithful.
These are used to emphasize the fact that God’s judgment is NOT sleeping.

Peter seems more focused on the promise of deliverance than the surety of the judgment of the false teachers.
He is writing this letter to encourage the faithful, not threaten the false teachers.
Jude 5-7 is similar

1. The angels had pride in their own will and rebelled against God’s word...just like the false teachers
present their own ideas and reject God’s word.

2. The men of Noah’s day disregarded Noah’s teaching and warnings of the Lord’s coming...just like the
false teachers disregard Apostolic revelation and warnings of Jesus’ return.

3. The men of Sodom where sensual since they had rejected Truth...just like the false teachers who had
separated themselves from Truth were sensual.

2:4-10 is one sentence. 2:4-8 are the conditional statement; 2:9-10 is the conclusion of the statement.
The point of the conditional statement and conclusion is that if God dealt with falsehood in the past he will
again in the future.

In the past God judged:
1. Gilorious angels! (no article; not “the angels”, but just “angels”)... prominent positions and recognition
did not save the angels, nor will it save the false teachers.
2. The entire world system, sparing only eight people!... vast numbers of people and a virtual 100%
agreement in the public opinion poll did not save the world, nor will it save the false teachers.
3. The entire population of Sodom and Gomorrah, sparing only Lot and his daughters.

2:4

1487-1063 &1 yap For if 3588 0 2316 6e6g God 32 oyyéhov of angels
264 apoptodviov sinning 3756-5339 ovk gpeicato spared not 235 aAAG but
4577 cepaig in chains 2217 (6@ov of the infernal 5020 topTOp®cOg region
3860 mapédmwkev delivered them up 1519 e for 2920 «piow judgment

5083 tetmpnuévovg being kept for.

“For” or gar means Peter is providing evidence for his belief that:
1. Condemnation is hanging over false teachers
2. God’s judgment is NOT sleeping.

Peter refers to 1 Enoch’s account of the events in Genesis 6. Jude quotes from 1 Enoch.

Hamartesanton means “when they sinned”. Much of the detail is missing concerning this event.
If it is Satan’s rebellion it would refer to the original sin of Satan and the angels that followed him.
If it is Genesis 6 then all three of Peter’s (and, Jude’s) examples come from the first chapters of
Genesis (Genesis 6 and 19)

Ouk epheisato means “spared not”. God did not withhold his judgment.

Point to modern Christendom: God’s love, mercy, patience did NOT stop him from judging sin.
God’s love does not neutralize God’s justice.

The characteristics of God are NOT in conflict with each other.
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Seirois (sirois) means “underground pits” where we get the English word “silo”
...other manuscripts have ...
Seirais, a rare word that means “chains” which matches Jude and Enoch 10:4.

Tartarosas is translated as “sent them to hell” and means “to consign to Tartarus.”
e Tartarus was a place in Greek mythology where the rebellious gods were punished.
e In Greek thought Tartarus was “a subterranean place lower than Hades where divine
punishment was meted out.” (Arndt and Gingrich’s Lexicon)
e Josephus speaks of the pagan gods that are chained in Tartarus.

Paredoken means “committed” or “committed”. In Acts 8:3 and Acts 12:4 paredoken refers to
handing over someone for imprisonment.
e Acts 8:3, “But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after house, he dragged off
men and women and committed them to prison.”
e Acts 12:4, “When he had seized him, he put him in prison, delivering him over to four
squads of soldiers to guard him, intending after the Passover to bring him out to the people.”

There in Tartarus these angels wait for judgment.
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Ouk epheisato (ovk gpeicato) “he spared not” is used a second time indicating that God’s love and
grace did not prevent God’s judgment of error and sin.

The Lord overthrew the entire “world system”, cosmos, of the ancient world. Why would the Lord
NOT do that again? The entire population of the earth was damned and only eight where spared!

Peter refers to the Flood of Noah here, chapter 3 and in 1 Peter 3:20.
e The false were judged.
Noah was delivered
Deliverance available for all
Few were saved; the vast multitude was deceived and destroyed.
The deciding factor for judgment was the choice of Truth or deception, which is now for
Peter’s readers to choose between Apostolic Truth or the popular, contemporary heresy.

Note the contrast:
The World System in rebellion to reality and Truth was destroyed
-BUT-
Noah a proclaimer of righteousness was “kept”.

Kotaxivopov katalusmon (where we get our word “cataclysm”)  “the flood”
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tephrosas means “burning to ashes or covering with ashes” is used by Dio Cassius (Roman
historian who wrote in Greek around 200 AD) when he describes Pompeii and Herculaneum being
destroyed by Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD.

Point false teaching always results in suffering and judgment.
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Abraham prayed for the righteous people who could be found in Sodom in Genesis.
“Tormented” is a Greek word that literally means “knocked him up” which is to say “tortured.”
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katartovovuevov “being harassed” refers to Lot being worn down and exhausted as if by toil as he
continued to live among the wicked. This is passive in the Greek meaning their lives weighed on Lot
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In verses 2:7-8 the people of Sodom are described as:
1. oBéonwvunlawful ones — wicked, rebellious, unprincipled, defying law and custom.
2. ooelyeia lewdness — lascivious, moral debauchery
3. avopoig by their lawless — lawless
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Peter says Lot’s oppression went on day after day, but finally deliverance came.
Peter seems to be making a connection to his readers’ lives lived among the false teachers.
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peirasmon is from peirasmos which means “a putting to proof by experiment or experience”. It is
often a form of adversity. It is translated “trial” and “temptation.”

e Rev. 3:10 -

e 1Cor. 3:13-

e 1Cor.10:13 -
The Greek word ek translated “from” means “out of”, but it does not mean “around” or “away.”

The tests are:
e false teaching
e arrogance and rebellion
e sensuality
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2:10 is a transition verse from 2:4-9 which identified two sins of the false teachers:
a) Sexual sins
b) Rebellious towards authority (towards the revealed Word of God)
Now in the verses 2:10-16 these two sins of the false teachers are explained in detail:
a) 2:10-13 —rebellion
b) 2:13-16 — sensuality or sexual sin
In 2:1-3 there were three sins identified by Peter when the subject of false teachers was introduced:
a) 2:1 —rebellion against the Word of God, when they “introduce heresies” and “deny
the Lord who bought them”
b) 2:2 — sensuality that seduces others, when “many follow their shameful ways.”
c) 2:3 - greed for money, power and gain, when the false teachers “exploit you.”
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