The Seven Kingdom Parables
Israel had been God’s spokespeople to the world since the day he met them on Mt. Sinai until the coming of Jesus to Israel.  During that 1400 year period every prophet was from Israel, every written word of revelation came through Israel and even the Messiah himself came to and through Israel.  The Messiah came to reveal himself and his plan to Israel in hopes that they would then take his message to the world.  Jesus told the Samaritan woman:


“Salvation is from the Jews.”  (John 4:22)

Jesus told the Phoenician woman:


“I was only sent to the lost sheep of Israel.”  (Matthew 15:24)

John the Baptist and Jesus had both proclaimed to the Jewish people that the kingdom of heaven is near:


“I those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the Desert of Judea and saying, 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’”   (Matthew 3:2)


“From that time on Jesus began to preach, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near.’ ”








(Matthew 4:17)

This message was brought to Israel and the plan, as always, was that they would take it to the world.  Abraham was called around 2000 BC for the very purpose of becoming a nation and then God would bless all the nations of the earth through that nation. (Genesis 12:2-3)  Israel was now to receive and proclaim the coming of the kingdom of heaven and the coming of the king of that kingdom.
2000 years after calling Abraham the king of the kingdom of God came to Abraham’s nation.  In Matthew 12:22 an account of Jesus’ reception is given:
“Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. All the people were astonished and said, "Could this be the Son of David?" 
The people who saw Jesus drive out this demon and heal the man had began to wonder if Jesus could be the king who had been promised to Israel in the Old Testament.  The crowd asked their religious leaders if Jesus could be the promised Son of David.  The response of the leaders was an authoritative and degrading “No!”:

“But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, ‘It is only by Beelzebub, the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.’” (Matthew 12:24)

To illustrate what has just happened I would like you to consider the Kingdom of God to be a huge corporation that produces a product, for example, a soft drink company that produces Pepsi.  Consider Jesus as the president of this company meeting with his advertising department.  This interaction between Jesus and the religious leaders of Israel would be like the President of Pepsi listening to the advertising department’s suggestion for new campaign slogan:

 “Pepsi! –‘burp’- it looks like car oil, tastes like dirt!” 
Jesus will respond to Israel just like the president of Pepsi would respond to his advertising department.  They will be “fired” and released from their contract.  Pepsi would immediately begin the process to form a new advertising team.  The announcement of the new advertising team and its formation is what begins to takes place in Matthew 13.
“That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds 
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the

shore. Then he told them many things in parables.”   (Matthew 13:1)

Jesus will now reveal through parables seven aspects of this new phase of the kingdom.  He will describe in seven separate parables these seven basic truths of where the kingdom of God is heading now that Israel has been temporarily rejected as his agency to reach the world.  The seven parables and their seven basic truths of the coming age of kingdom advancement in the earth are:

	Parable
	Illustrates Basic Truth of the Next Phase of the Kingdom of Heaven in the earth –
The Church Age
	Scripture

	1
	The Sower and the Seed
	Growth during this next phase of the Kingdom of God will be based on receiving & responding to the Word (seed) which will then cause growth and production
	Mt.13:3-9; 18-23



	2
	The Sowing of the Weeds
	False imitation “seeds” or teaching will also be sown and allowed to grow and develop during this next age
	Mt. 13:24-30; 37-43

	3
	The Mustard Seed
	Growth of the church in this dispensation during this time will be from the smallest group to the largest group
	Mt. 13:31-32

	4
	The Yeast
	Once this truth is mixed into the world, even in the smallest amount, it will spread through out the whole world into every nation and into every level of society.
	Mt. 13:33

	5
	The Hidden Treasure
	Israel is the treasured nation and though it is set aside (hidden in the field or earth), when the whole field has been purchased the treasure (Israel) will be dug up again 
	Mt. 13:44

	6
	The Pearl
	The Lord (merchant) has been trying to gain the nations (pearls). Now with this plan he can gain all of them at once in the church age after he has sold everything on the cross
	Mt. 13:45-46

	7
	The Net
	At the end of this age the next event is the day of judgment or the separating of people like separating good & bad fish.
	Mt. 13:47-50


The first parable Jesus tells the crowd that day would explain how the kingdom of heaven would advance in the earth.  It was not by military force, it was not through legislation, nor was it through family or national descent.  The kingdom of God would be spread like a farmers scatters seed.

"A farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. He who has ears, let him hear."  (Matthew 13:3-9)

Teaching in parables was a new technique that Jesus began to use in his ministry at this point.  He had always used illustrations but before this time he spoke plainly to the people of Israel as is seen in the sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  The people’s response at the end of the clear and precise teaching of the sermon on the mount was understanding and amazement as he explained to them the true meaning of their law:


“When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching,

 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.”  





(Matthew 7:28)

But, on this day after his rejection by the leadership of Israel “he told them many things in parables” (Mt. 13:3).  His disciples noticed a difference right away and were confused by his abstract brevity and questioned him concerning it after this strange message about planting seeds in the middle of the road and in the ditch in addition to the fields:


“The disciples came to him and asked, ‘Why do you speak to the people in parables?”

Jesus responded by telling them that because they had accepted him for who he was the parables would make sense but to those of Israel who rejected him even though they heard the same story they would have no idea what he was talking about.  For those who understood the basics their knowledge would increase and their understanding would expand.  For those who rejected him from the beginning even the little bit that they did understand would be lost and confused because nothing would make sense after that.
“He replied, ‘The knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of heaven has been given to you, but not to them.  Who ever has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. 
 Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.  This is why I speak to them in parables:  ‘Though seeing, they do not see; though hearing they do not hear or understand.’ ’ ”   (Matthew 13:11-14)

Then he explained to them the parable of the sower:

"Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. The one who received the seed that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. But since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he quickly falls away. The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it unfruitful. But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown."   (Matthew 13:18-23)

This parable explains how a person enters and grows in the kingdom of heaven.  This will be true through out the next dispensation that will replace the age of Israel until the time of the end.  The word of God will be proclaimed and every man will receive the seed.  How they respond will determine if they enter the kingdom.  Some will reject it like the hard packed dirt of a road rejects seed.  Some will get excited about the prospects and advantages of the kingdom but will only want the pleasant fruit of the harvest without actually receiving the gospel into their hearts.  Some will begin but the problems and realities of life will absorb all of their efforts and will eventually fail.  Just like different types of soil produce different yields from the same crop some believers will produce 30 times what was sown in their lives, others 60 times and still others an amazing 100 times more will come from their lives.  How they care for the growth of the seed will determine how each person who believes produces for the kingdom of God in this next age.

They basis for advancing the kingdom of heaven will be the hearts of men receiving the word of God.  Fairly simple.  The focus of this next dispensation will be to proclaim the truth of the word of God to men.   The results will depend on what those men do with the truth.  Some will reject it completely but others will produce 100 times what was given them.  Our job description is simple: teach the word of God to men.   The response will be rejection, shallow understanding, distracted indifference or reception with great production.

The second kingdom parable warns them that their will be the sowing of weeds or false teaching into the hearts of men at the same time.  Whatever God does, Satan perverts or counterfeits.  The same it true here.  The important message of this parable is that during this next dispensation God is not going to do anything to hinder the advance of false doctrine.  
“Jesus told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 

"The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 

 " 'An enemy did this,' he replied. 
     
 "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 

" 'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.' "  (Matthew 13:24-30
In his explanation of the parable of the weeds (Mt. 13:37-43) even the angels wanted to rip out the weeds but the Lord said, “No. . . Let them both grow together until the harvest.”  (Matthew 13:29, 30)  During the church age there will be false teaching and men will receive it and develop it.  This false teaching will be one of the methods God uses to divide the souls of men into noble and wicked.  If you have a heart for false teaching and deception it will be there for you to chose.  Your choice will reveal your heart.

“They will perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved.  For this reason 
God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be 
condemned who have not believed the truth but have delighted in wickedness.”  

(First Thessalonians 2:10-12)

The third kingdom parable is a prophecy concerning the growth of the number of believers in the word proclaimed to the disciples that day.  That day they were a small group who where in the minority in Israel who as a nation was a minority itself in the world of Gentile nations.   Some of the most amazing prophecies of scripture deal with Jesus prediction of the growth of the church.  Here he promises that this seed which is like the mustard seed the smallest of all the seeds in the garden will grow to be the biggest plant in the garden.  Or, this small group of disciples is the smallest of all the religious groups in the world at that time will in the end become the largest religious group in the world.  The birds of the air perching in its branches may be a reference to all the nations finding a place in this large religious group.
“He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches."  (Matthew 13:31-32)
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From:   http://www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html
The fourth kingdom parable uses the illustration of a small amount of yeast being placed into dough.  As the yeast will grow and spread through the whole loaf so is the truth.  Once the truth of the kingdom of heaven is placed in the kingdom of man it will spread through out the whole world to every nation and to every level of society within that nation. 

“He told them still another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough.’ "






(Matthew 13:33)

The fifth kingdom parable speaks of finding a treasure in the field but in order to secure the treasure the man burys the treasure back into the field then goes and buys the whole field.  By purchasing the field he also purchases the treasure that is in the field.  Israel is God’s treasured nation which during the church age will be buried in the earth while he secures possession of all the nations.  When the earth has been secured he will remove the treasure which is Israel.

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it 
again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field.”






(Matthew 13:44, 45)

The sixth kingdom parable speaks of a merchant who purchased fine pearls.  In the law of Moses pearls were unclean and so would not be worn by Jews.  The pearls speak of the gentile nations.  At the cross Jesus paid for the sins of the world or “sold everything he had and bought” the pearl which is the church that is made up of all the believers in all the nations during this dispensation.  So through the purchase of the one pearl, the church, the merchant purchased all the believers in all the nations.


“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found 
one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.”







(Matthew 13:45-46)
The seventh kingdom parable identifies were the church age fits in regard to the history of man.  The next thing that happens will be the judgment or the separating of the good from the bad fish.  In Matthew 25:31 the sheep and the goats are separated.  The letting down of the net would include the restoration of Israel and the tribulation which is referred to in Revelation as the harvesting of the earth. (Revelation 14:14-20)

“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and
 caught all kinds of fish. When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.






(Matthew 13:47-50)

When Jesus finished teaching the seven kingdom parables he asked his disciples:


“Have you understood all these things?” (Matthew 13:51)
They replied “Yes” and Jesus then told them that with this new information about the setting aside of Israel and the new dispensation of the church age they could be like a teacher of the law who could explain both the previous revelation given to Israel and the new revelation given to the church because of the foundation of these seven parables.


“He said to them, "Therefore every teacher of the law who has been instructed about the

 kingdom of heaven is like the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new

 treasures as well as old."  (Matthew 13:52)

The plan had been set and revealed to the disciples of Jesus.  He would finish his work as the suffering servant and the new dispensation would begin with this small group that would take the seed of the word of God to the Gentile nations to become the largest religious group in the earth before Jesus returned to dig Israel out of the earth for the final days of casting his net of judgment.
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