What About the Terrorist?
People usually ask what is God going to do about the terrorist?

Are they not the epitome of “violence” or “hamas”?

We recall that Isaiah 10:5 called Assyria the rod of God’s anger that would be sent against a godless nation. 


“Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!  I send 
him against a godless nation (Judah), I dispatch him against a people who anger me.” 





(Isaiah 10:5,6)

 By the time we get to Isaiah 10:12  God says concerning Assyria, the nation he is using to punish Judah:

 “When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem (referring 
to punishing them with the Assyrian threat) he will say, ‘I will punish the king of Assyria

 for the willful pride, of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes. . .Therefore, the Lord, 
the Lord Almighty will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors. . .in a single day 
it will burn and consume his thorns and his briers. . .it will completely destroy. . .” 






(Isaiah 10:12-19)

This is a typical example of God using a violent nation to punish another violent nation.  With out knowing directly from God what he is doing and what is plan is I do suggest that we consider ourselves, the United States of America, to be in the position of Judah and the terrorist in the position of the  Assyrians.  Judah is described in Isaiah 10 in ways that describe the United States government and its people: godless, a people who anger God.  God may be using the terrorist to humble and punish  the United States.

How we respond in the next few years will determine everything about our future.  If you recall when Amos spoke to Israel, which is the northern ten tribes, (Amos 2:6-9:10) in 760 BC. They choose not to respond and did not change but got worse.  God then sent the Assyrians and King Tiglath-Pileser III into their land 17 years later in 743 BC and took 37 ton of silver from Israel.
Did this wake them up?  No.  The assassinations of the kings of Israel continued but the people and the government refused to change. In 723 the final siege on Samaria, the capital city of Israel began and by 721, one forty year generation after Amos’ warnings Samaria was destroyed and the surviving people deported.
The final generation of Israel 760-721 BC:

	YEAR
	 EVENTS SHOWING A SIGN OF AN ANGRY GOD

	793-753
	Jeroboam II – prosperous 41 year reign as king in Israel

	760
	Amos prophesies to Israel

	753
	Zechariah – king of Israel; Assassinated in 6 months

	752
	Shallum –king of Israel; Assassinated in 1 month 

	752
	Menahem – king of Israel for 10 years

	743
	Tiglath-Pileser III – king of Assyria invades Israel and takes 37 ton of silver according
         to 2 Kings 15:19 and existing annals of Assyria

	742 
	Pekahiah – becomes king of Israel; Assassinated in two years

	740
	Pekah – becomes king of Israel; assassinated after 20 years

	732
	Tiglath-Pilesar takes possession of the northern parts of Israel’s land (Naphtali’s                                                      territory and the land of Gilead on the east of Galilee (2 Kings 15:29

	732
	Hoshea – becomes king of Israel

	732
	Tiglath-Pileser takes another 37 tons of silver and 750 pounds of gold

	723
	Hoshea – betrays Assyrias new king Shalmaneser.  Hoshea is taken to Assyria and
         Shalmaneser lays siege to Samaria.

	721
	Israel’s capital city Samaria falls to Sargon, king of Assyria; people are deported


Israel ends up being destroyed by the Assyrians who are God’s rod of judgment.  Israel had both signs from God and prophets helping them make the connections. Israel did not repent as Nineveh did.
Judah would also face an enemy that God raised up to punish them beginning in 605 BC.  Habakkuk along with Jeremiah was a prophet living in Jerusalem at this time.  Habakkuk had seen the first deportation of the royal children in 605 BC when Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, took Daniel and some other young men from the royal family of David back to Babylon (Daniel 1:3-7).  Babylon would enforce a yearly tribute on Judah and would invade again in 597 when Ezekiel and other craftsmen where taken to Babylon.  
As Habakkuk watch these things take place he complained to God concerning the dominance the wicked Babylonians had over Jerusalem and God’s chosen people.  He spoke directly to God and it is recorded in Habakkukk chapter one.  Habakkuk says:

“How long, O LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen?  Or cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ (‘hamas’) but you do not save?  Why do you make me look at injustice?  Why do you tolerate wrong?  Destruction and violence (‘hamas’) are before me . . .”






(Habakkuk 1:2-4)

The Lord replies to Habakkuk concerning his complaint that the oppression of the ungodly Babylonians has begun:
“Look at the nations and watch – and be utterly amazed.  For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.  I am raising up the Babylonians.”  (Habakkuk 1:5,6)

The Lord then describes the Babylonians in the verses that follow as:

· Ruthless (bitter) – the word in Hebrew means “angry, chafed, discontented” (strongs)
· Impetuous (hasty) – the Hebrew root means “to be liquid, or flow easily” and so the word here means “hurry” with the idea of being carried headlong, rash, sudden and quick.

· Taking land that is not theirs

· Feared

· Law to themselves
· Self-promoting

· Bent on violence (‘hamas’) – which means they have a superior attitude or predjudice toward other nations that justifies their evil.  
· They are guilty men

· Their own strength is their god  (Habakkuk 1:6-9

The Lord describes their ability and the methods of war as:

· They are a feared and dreaded people

· Horses swifter than leopards and more fierce than wolves

· Cavalry gallops headlong

· Swoop to devour like a vulture

· They advance like a storm

· They gather prisoners like sand

· They deride kings and scoff at rulers

· They laugh at fortified cities

· They build ramps and capture cities (Habakkuk 1:6-11)

Habakkuk can not believe what God has just said.  He can not process how God can continue to let the Babylonians continue even though he himself knows they are “guilty men, whose own strength is their god.”  (Habakkuk 1:11)  Habakkuk then states his doctrinal views of the character of God then voices his concern about the Lord’s application of this character to history.


“O LORD, are you not from everlasting?

My God, my Holy One, we will not die!

O Lord, you have appointed them to execute judgment?

O Rock, you have ordained them to punish?

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; 


You cannot tolerate wrong!

Why then do you tolerate the treacherous?  
Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”

(note – galyn inserted 2 question marks (?) and 2 exclamation points (!) to the NIV text based on 



Rotherham’s translation which reads like this:

 “Art not thou from of old, O Yahweh, my God, my Holy One?  Thou diest not!

O Yahweh, to judgment hast thou appointed him,

And, O Rock, to correction hast thou devoted him:

Thou whose eyes are too pure to look with approval on wrong, 

To respect oppression canst not endure, 

Wherefore Shouldst thou respect the treacherous?

Be silent when the lawless swalloweth up one more righteous than he?”)  
The reference above to “execute judgment” and “punish” places the Babylonians in the position of the judge and jury of the courtroom of history.  They will be the ones at this time in history making the judicial decisions based on their understanding and perspective of “right and wrong.” Verse 7 had said “they are a law to themselves” and their judicial system is coming to Jerusalem.
Habakkuk is horrified at the thought.

Habakkuk then asks God,


“Why then do you tolerate the treacherous?  Why are you silent while the wicked


 swallow up those more righteous than themselves?    (Habakkuk 1:13)
Habakkuk fully intends to receive an answer from God and closes his questioning of God by saying:


“I will stand at my watch and station myself on the ramparts: I will look to see what he 
will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.” (Habakkuk 2:1)

In the next verse the LORD gives his reply.  We will look at this answer in a moment below. First we must realize that God’s answer for Habakkuk is an answer for us today as we consider world events especially terrorism that is threatening not only the United States but the whole world.  Terrorist today fit many of the descriptions that God used to identify Babylon.  We could say terrorist are also: angry, discontented, rash, take land that is not theirs, feared, a law to themselves, self-promoting, violent (“hamas”), guilty, their own strength is their god.

Nebuchadnezzar was going to move across the face of the Middle East with the Babylonian forces and bring judgment on those who did not cooperate with his rule.  He was the hand of God just like the Assyrians where the hand of God in 721 BC and the Romans were in 70 AD.    God had already told Habakkuk:

“I am raising up the Babylonians.”  (Habakkuk 1:6)

This was the same plan that Jeremiah heard God reveal concerning the coming judgment from Babylon on the land:


“From the north disaster will be poured out on all who live in the land.  I am about to 
summon all the peoples of the northern kingdoms. . .their kings will come and set up their 
thrones in the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem. . .I will pronounce my judgments on my 
people because of their wickedness in forsaking me.”  (Jeremiah 1:14-16)

Isaiah relayed these similar words of God concerning the coming of Babylon:

“I was angry with my people and desecrated my inheritance; I gave them into your hand, and you showed them no mercy.”  (Isaiah 47:6)

God will raise up nations or groups of people to bring his judgment on cultures that have rebelled against him.  The rise of the terrorist is also God’s hand of discipline and judgment.  We must call it what it is or else we will miss his warning and his grace.  We can not be like the people of Jesus generation who where told:


“Hypocrites!  You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth and the sky.  How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this present time?”  (Luke 12:56)

Jesus then told them that unless they correctly analyzed their situation they would be handed over to the judge and the officer to pay the price for their sin.

"Why don't you judge for yourselves what is right? As you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw you into prison. I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.” (Luke 12:578-59)

This verse taken out its context is interpreted as some kind of warning of eternal judgment if they do not stop sinning.  Some have even found support to teach the concept of purgatory in these verses.  Jesus is not talking about going to the lake of fire or paying your way out of purgatory.  He is rebuking the people for not knowing “how to interpret this present time?”  The issue does not concern eternity, but concerns history and their immediate culture.  Israel’s adversary is the righteousness of  God.  The magistrate is the justice of God.  God’s demand for righteousness will bring Israel before the justice of God which will demand that the judge (the Roman Caesar)   punish Israel.  Caesar will send his generals (Vespasian and Titus) to Israel to throw Israel out of the land.  They will not return to the land until they have paid for their rebellion.  It has been almost 2,000 years but when they pay the last penny, they will return.
We can not let ourselves be like Jerusalem in 30 AD, or northern Israel in 760 BC, or Judah in 640 BC.  We must correctly analyze the signs of the time in light of God’s word.  Then we can see that the justice and righteousness of our country has failed and God has raised up a people to bring judgment on us.  We can respond and avoid disaster as Ninevah did or we can make excuses and fail to interpret the times.

The question some might ask is, “Why punish us with a people who are more violent, lack righteousness and have less justice.”  Others would accuse me of being insensitive, anti-American, hateful or sensational for making the above statements concerning the judgment of God through terrorist.  They would say to God, “Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves?”  This is exactly the question Habakkuk asked God concerning the Babylonians in 600 BC.  Then after asking the question, Habakkuk said he would wait and “look to see what he will say to me, and what answer I am to give to this complaint.”

In Habakkuk chapter 2 God then tells Habakkuk to write down His answer and His response to the wicked nation of Babylon.  The LORD says Babylon is puffed up and his desires are not upright.  He promises a day will come when the oppressed Jews will have their day.  He says,


“Will not all of them taunt him (Babylon) with ridicule and scorn saying, “Woe to him (Babylon) who piles up stolen goods and makes himself wealthy by extortion!  . . . Will not your debtors suddenly arise?  Will they not wake up and make you (Babylon) tremble?  Then you (Babylon) will become their victim. Because you (Babylon) have plundered many nations, the peoples who are left will plunder you (Babylon).”   (Habakkuk 2:6-8)
(I added “(Babylon)” to clarify)
Babylon will be used by God and then eliminated under divine punishment itself.  Similar warnings in Isaiah and Jeremiah reveal the same plan:

“Sit in silence, go into darkness, Daughter of the Babylonians; no more will you be called queen of kingdoms.  I was angry with my people and desecrated my inheritance; I gave them into your hand, and you showed them no mercy.  Even on the aged you laid a very heavy yoke.  You said, ‘I will continue forever – the eternal queen!’  But you did not consider these things or reflect on what might happen. . . .Disaster will come upon you, and you will not know how to conjure it away. . .”     (Isaiah 47:5-15)

Jeremiah warns Babylon of their ultimate end after being used by God.  Judah will repent and return to the LORD and the LORD will bring his people out of Babylon.  Babylon, itself, will be overthrown. Jeremiah is told:
“ ‘In those days, at that time,’ declares the LORD, “the people of Israel and the people of Judah together will go in tears to seek the LORD their God.  They will ask the way to Zion and turn their faces toward it . . . My people have been lost sheep; their shepherds have led them astray and caused them to roam on the mountains . . .Whoever found them devoured them; their enemies said, ‘We are not guilty,’ . . . “Flee out of Babylon; leave the land of the Babylonians . . .for I will stir up and bring against Babylon an alliance of great nations from the land of the north.  They will take up their positions against her, and from the north she will be captured.  Their arrows will be like skilled warriors who do not return empty-handed.  So Babylonia will be plundered; all who plunder her will have their fill,’ declares the LORD.”  (Jeremiah 50:6-10)
The end of the violent kingdom of Babylon was destruction by God.  The same was true of the Assyrians.  

“No one from the east or the west or from the desert can exalt a man.  But it is God who 
judges: He brings one down, he exalts another.”  (Psalm 75:6, 7)

God will use the terrorist and the terrorist states as a sign to the nations and as a chance for them to correct themselves.   What is it that the LORD requires?  Amos told his generation around 740 BC:

“He has showed you, O man, what is good.


And what does the Lord require of you?


To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”








(Amos 6:8)


“Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my


 righteousness will soon be revealed.”  (Isaiah 56:1)

My advice to the nations facing terrorism is:

1) Be just in your decisions and maintain justice in your land

2) Do what is right for every one, every time and in every place

3) Be merciful to men

4) Be humble before God

The terrorist will be like the Assyrian and the Babylonians.  They will be used  as the rod of God’s judgment and then eliminated from history.  God does not let violent cultures continue on the earth.  One time in the past God flooded the entire planet to eliminate violence.  Terrorism will suffer a similar fate.  
The fate of modern terrorist states is detailed in the book of Ezekiel.  The geography, attitude and alliances of Ezekiel 38 and 39 are being paralleled by the modern terrorist states and Russia today.  Their fate will be the same as Assyria’s and Babylon’s.  What concerns us is the events between today’s terrorist threat and the divine elimination of these states of violence (‘hamas’) in the very near future. Are we going to respond to God’s discipline and grace or are we going march on to judgment oblivious to the divine interactions that encircle us?  I am systematically and logically dusting of the hand writing of God written on the walls of history and shining a light into the soul of our nation with God’s recorded revelation from the ancient prophets.  What we do now in the next few months and years will determine what side of history we as a nation are positioned on to watch the ultimate overthrow of terrorism recorded in Ezekiel 38 and 39.  Will we have been neutralized or destroyed before Ezekiel 38 and 39 or will we have taken actions to be just, to do right, to be merciful to men and humble before God?  As always it will be our choice.  May God spare our nation!
In the near future when God has finished using the terrorist states as the rod of his anger in our generation the events of Ezekiel 38 and 39 will rapidly unfold and come to life right off the pages of your Bible.  

The context of Ezekiel 38 and 39 is the subject of Ezekiel 36 and 37 that describes Israel’s return from national death to becoming 

Ezekiel 38


"Son of man, set your face against Gog, of the land of Magog, the chief prince of 
Meshech and Tubal; prophesy against him.” 
“say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of 

 Meshech and Tubal.  
“I will turn you around, put hooks in your jaws and bring you out with your whole


 army—your horses, your horsemen fully armed, and a great horde with large and small

 shields, all of them brandishing their swords.  
Persia, Cush and Put will be with them, all with shields and helmets,  also Gomer with all 
its troops, and Beth Togarmah from the far north with all its troops—the many nations 
with you. 

 
" 'Get ready; be prepared, you and all the hordes gathered about you, and take command 
of them.”

“fter many days you will be called to arms. In future years you will invade a land that has recovered from war, whose people were gathered from many nations to the mountains of Israel, which had long been desolate. They had been brought out from the nations, and now all of them live in safety. 
You and all your troops and the many nations with you will go up, advancing like a storm; you will be like a cloud covering the land. 
'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: On that day thoughts will come into your mind and you will devise an evil scheme. You will say, "I will invade a land of unwalled villages; I will attack a peaceful and unsuspecting people—all of them living without walls and without gates and bars. I will plunder and loot and turn my hand against the resettled ruins and the people gathered from the nations, rich in livestock and goods, living at the center of the land." 
Sheba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish and all her villages will say to you, "Have you come to plunder? Have you gathered your hordes to loot, to carry off silver and gold, to take away livestock and goods and to seize much plunder?" ' 
  
"Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: In that day, when my people Israel are living in safety, will you not take notice of it? You will come from your place in the far north, you and many nations with you, all of them riding on horses, a great horde, a mighty army. You will advance against my people Israel like a cloud that covers the land. 
In days to come, O Gog, I will bring you against my land, so that the nations may know me when I show myself holy through you before their eyes. 
" 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Are you not the one I spoke of in former days by my servants the prophets of Israel? At that time they prophesied for years that I would bring you against them. 
This is what will happen in that day: When Gog attacks the land of Israel, my hot anger will be aroused, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
In my zeal and fiery wrath I declare that at that time there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. The fish of the sea, the birds of the air, the beasts of the field, every creature that moves along the ground, and all the people on the face of the earth will tremble at my presence. The mountains will be overturned, the cliffs will crumble and every wall will fall to the ground.
I will summon a sword against Gog on all my mountains, declares the Sovereign LORD. Every man's sword will be against his brother.  
I will execute judgment upon him with plague and bloodshed; I will pour down torrents of rain, hailstones and burning sulfur on him and on his troops and on the many nations with him. 
And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD.'
Chapter 39

"Son of man, prophesy against Gog and say: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against you, O Gog, chief prince of Meshech and Tubal.  I will turn you around and drag you along. I will bring you from the far north and send you against the mountains of Israel. 
Then I will strike your bow from your left hand and make your arrows drop from your right hand. On the mountains of Israel you will fall, you and all your troops and the nations with you. I will give you as food to all kinds of carrion birds and to the wild animals. You will fall in the open field, for I have spoken, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
I will send fire on Magog and on those who live in safety in the coastlands, and they will know that I am the LORD. 

" 'I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let my holy name be profaned, and the nations will know that I the LORD am the Holy One in Israel. It is coming! It will surely take place, declares the Sovereign LORD. This is the day I have spoken of. 

" 'Then those who live in the towns of Israel will go out and use the weapons for fuel and burn them up—the small and large shields, the bows and arrows, the war clubs and spears. For seven years they will use them for fuel. They will not need to gather wood from the fields or cut it from the forests, because they will use the weapons for fuel. And they will plunder those who plundered them and loot those who looted them, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

" 'On that day I will give Gog a burial place in Israel, in the valley of those who travel east toward  the Sea.  It will block the way of travelers, because Gog and all his hordes will be buried there. So it will be called the Valley of Hamon Gog. 

" 'For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land. All the people of the land will bury them, and the day I am glorified will be a memorable day for them, declares the Sovereign LORD. 

" 'Men will be regularly employed to cleanse the land. Some will go throughout the land and, in addition to them, others will bury those that remain on the ground. At the end of the seven months they will begin their search.  As they go through the land and one of them sees a human bone, he will set up a marker beside it until the gravediggers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon Gog. (Also a town called Hamonah will be there.) And so they will cleanse the land.' 

"Son of man, this is what the Sovereign LORD says: Call out to every kind of bird and all the wild animals: 'Assemble and come together from all around to the sacrifice I am preparing for you, the great sacrifice on the mountains of Israel. There you will eat flesh and drink blood. You will eat the flesh of mighty men and drink the blood of the princes of the earth as if they were rams and lambs, goats and bulls—all of them fattened animals from Bashan.  At the sacrifice I am preparing for you, you will eat fat till you are glutted and drink blood till you are drunk. At my table you will eat your fill of horses and riders, mighty men and soldiers of every kind,' declares the Sovereign LORD. 

"I will display my glory among the nations, and all the nations will see the punishment I inflict and the hand I lay upon them. From that day forward the house of Israel will know that I am the LORD their God. And the nations will know that the people of Israel went into exile for their sin, because they were unfaithful to me. So I hid my face from them and handed them over to their enemies, and they all fell by the sword. I dealt with them according to their uncleanness and their offenses, and I hid my face from them. 

"Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I will now bring Jacob back from captivity and will have compassion on all the people of Israel, and I will be zealous for my holy name. They will forget their shame and all the unfaithfulness they showed toward me when they lived in safety in their land with no one to make them afraid.  When I have brought them back from the nations and have gathered them from the countries of their enemies, I will show myself holy through them in the sight of many nations.  Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, for though I sent them into exile among the nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind.  I will no longer hide my face from them, for I will pour out my Spirit on the house of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD."

When the Messiah reigns his reign is know for 

Habakkuk – nation more wicked than us is attacking us

Ezekiel 38-39
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