Dispensations
When I teach a group of believers I always explain to them this foundational principle needed for living a Biblical Christian life:  You have to know where you’ve been to know where you are.  Likewise, you’ve got to know where you are going to know what you need to do now.
























































So, where are you?  Do you understand why you are here?  I mean if you want to fulfill God’s plan do you know what it is?  It may be as hard to answer these questions as it to look at one puzzle piece in your hand and see the whole picture of the complete puzzle just from that one piece. In fact, that one piece you hold in your hand seems meaningless.  In fact, it is actually confusing by itself when you can not see the whole image of the completed.  But, if you can see the whole puzzle completed except for that one empty spot for that one final piece then suddenly not only do you know where the piece you hold fits, but you also see how important that piece is for the whole puzzle. 

With that in mind I would like to present you with a view of the big picture.  We’ll look at where you came from and you will then know where you are at.  I’ll show you where you are going and you will then know what you are to do.  After we finish this you will be able to look at that one piece of the puzzle, which is the part of God’s plan that he gave you, and know where it fits. You will understand not just what to do but also you will do it with passion because you will understand how important the piece of God’s plan is that you are holding.  So we begin.
There are four beginnings mentioned in the Bible that help set the chronology of the events of the ancient world:

1) The beginning of God, which was not a literal beginning but the starting point of the story

2) The beginning of the angels

3) The beginning of the physical universe

4) The beginning of man

John 1:1 says, 

 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was wit God, and the Word was God.  He 
was with God in the beginning.” 

This verse refers not to the beginning or creation of God, but is the beginning of the account of God’s plan revealed to men.  So in this verse we have a reference to the most ancient point recorded of history.

Before the creation of the universe recorded in Genesis 1:1,2 the angels were created.  This is recorded in Job where God is questioning Job:

“Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? . . . On what were its footings set, 
or who laid its cornerstone while the mornings stars sang together and all the angels 
shouted for joy?” 

 (Job 38:4-7)

The angels actually witnessed the creation of the physical universe.  It is interesting to note here that all the angels including Satan and the fallen angels not only believe in God (James 2:19) but know as a fact that he is the creator since they are witnesses to this event.

The universe was created in Genesis 1:1.  The world God created came directly from his word:

“For he spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.”  (Psalm 33;9)

Genesis 1:2 is interesting because right away it speaks of chaos, emptiness and darkness in the creation:


“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep.”

Through out scripture these terms are used as the results of judgment, sin and the absence of God’s presence.    Most people understand these verses to be saying that this is the way God made the earth and then spent the next six days fixing his original chaotic, empty, dark earth.  I think differently here and seriously consider that the original creation of God aw described in Genesis 1:1 was perfect, orderly and full of light and life.  Isaiah says: 

“For this is what the Lord says – he who created the heavens, he is God; he who 
fashioned and made the earth, he founded it; he did not create it to be empty, but formed 
it to be inhabited.”  (Isaiah 45:18)

The chaos, darkness and emptiness of Genesis 1:2 may be the result of God’s judgment rather than the result of God’s creation.

All scholars, teachers and pastors who accept the Bible to be God’s inspired word agree that Satan was created by God, was originally sinless, chose to rebel against God, led an angelic rebellion and was cast out of heaven.  This is generally accepted as orthodox doctrine in all conservative theologies.

The acceptance of this doctrine is almost universal but the question we ask is when did this rebellion and fall of Satan occur?  Did it happen:

1) when the serpent crawled into the garden

2) after the creation of man on the sixth day

3) during the seven days of creation

4) after the creation of the universe recorded in Genesis 1:1 and is the result of the chaos, emptiness and darkness of Genesis 1:2

Isaiah records:


“How you have fallen from heaven O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast 
down to the earth . . .You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven. . . .I will make 
myself like the Most High.”   (Isaiah 14:12-14)

Ezekiel 28:12-16 says:


“You were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in

 Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you” 

Satan was created as a model or copy of the LORD himself since God is “perfection” and Satan was a model of him.  He was created as a fantastic spiritual being: full of wisdom, perfect in beauty, and adorned with precious stones.  Ezekiel list 9 of these precious stones.  They are 9 of the 12 stones worn by the High Priest of Israel.   Eden is where God would eventually place Adam to rule the earth. 
“You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you.  You were on the holy 
mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.”  

Cherubim are a class of angels that are always associated with the presence of God.  Satan was anointed as the guardian cherub who moved in and out from the presence of God among the fiery stones of God’s holiness.
“You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness was 
found in you.  Through your widespread trade, you were filled with violence, and you

sinned.”  

Satan was created with out sin but did have volition.  He could make choices.  After the creation of the world and before the fall of man Satan was drawn into sin as he fulfilled his assigned activities.  He sinned internally first when through his own volition he was filled with “violence” (or, “hamas”) and then he acted and sinned.
“So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian

 cherub, from among the fiery stones.”

Satan was expelled from God’s presence and according to Isaiah was “cast down to the earth”.

Jesus confirms these accounts when he says in Luke 10:18:

“I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”

The result was not just the expulsion of Satan but apparently judgment on all that Satan had effect on including Eden, the earth and maybe, the entire universe.  

Genesis 1:2 says, 
“Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”
A variant reading that is noted in the marginal notes of the New International Version is “Now the earth became formless and empty. . .”  The Hebrew verb “hajah” is “had become” or “was” in English.  The word means “to exist” and “be or become, come to pass”. This verb suggests that the chaotic condition of the earth was not its original state.  

The verses ends by noting that in this chaotic, empty and dark state the Spirit of God was hovering over the chaotic waters.  God was making a move to restore life and dignity to one of the planets in the now dead universe.

In seven 24 hour days God would reset and reshape the earth for mankind.  
On the first day out of the chaos God “separated the light from the darkness”.   This does not refer to physical light since it won’t be until the fourth day that God will “summon” (Isaiah 48:13) the sun, moon and stars.  This refers to the reestablishing the foundations of the universe which is personified as “wisdom” itself in Proverbs 8:12-8:18.  

22 "The LORD brought me forth as the first of his works before his deeds of old; 
This would be bringing out light from darkness on the first day.

 
23 I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began. 

 
24 When there were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding

 with water; 25 before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was

 given birth, 26 before he made the earth or its fields or any of the dust of the

 world.
Before the six days of creation “wisdom” was the first thing brought forth.

 27 I was there when he set the heavens in place, when he marked out the horizon on the 


face of the deep, 
A reference to day 4 of creation when the sun, moon and stars 

 
28 when he established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, 
A reference to day 2 of creation when the atmosphere was placed on the earth
 
29 when he gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep his command, 
       

and when he marked out the foundations of the earth. 
A reference to the third day of creation when God put the waters in one place and the land in 
another
 30 Then I was the craftsman at his side.  I was filled with delight day after day, 
      

 rejoicing always in his presence, 
Through out the creation process “wisdom” was there with God.

 
31 rejoicing in his whole world and delighting in mankind.
Here is a reference to the completion of the sixth day of creation.  Wisdom was rejoicing after the creation process and delighting in the potential and future of mankind.

On the second day of creation God said:

 “Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water. . . God called 
the expanse sky.”   





(Genesis 1:7, 8)

A very important feature in this phase of the history of the planet tells us that when God placed the “sky” or the atmosphere on our planet he surrounded it with water above and below.  (At this time no land has been separated out of the water.)  The “sky” or atmosphere had a layer of water encircling the earth.  This layer of water would protect the atmosphere and the planet from radiation from the sun.  The result would be a tropical world and much longer, healthier life.
On the third day of creation God said, 

“Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground appear.” 









(Genesis 1:9)

This would be the reappearance of land as a single continental mass.

On the fourth day God said, 


“Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let 
them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years.”   (Genesis 1:14)

On the fifth day and sixth day God made the animals.  When everything was ready the LORD  created  man.  Man was created in the image and likeness of God and was given ruler over all the other creations:

“Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea

 and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth and over all the creatures 
that move along the ground.”  (Genesis 1:26)

With this began the first dispensation or age of human history.  There was no death, no sin, no sickness, no pain and no doubt.  The earth, the climate and mankind were perfect. The LORD walked and spoke with man in the garden and their relationship was unhindered.

In this age man had free will and was told, 

“You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you will surely die.”  (Genesis 2:16)

There were no sacrifices, there was no confession of sin, there was no Law of Moses, there was no practice of the Lord’s supper.  Yet, there was an unresolved conflict between Satan and Jehovah.  Satan had rebelled against God.  According to Matthew 25:41 the eternal fire had been prepared for Satan.

“Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil 


and his angels.”

For some reason Satan, instead of being accused and sent to the eternal fire had instead been cast down to the earth.  It is as if Satan, the great accuser (“satan” comes from the Hebrew word for “accuser” or “adversary”) had defended himself in the courts of heaven by accusing God’s own character.  (In the Old Testament Satan challenges men such as Job and Joshua the High Priest in the courts of heaven. (Job 1; Zechariah 3)  )   His challenge to the All Mighty in front of all the angelic beings could have been an accusation against the justice of God.  By drawing attention to God’s omniscience (all-knowing) and omnipotence (all-powerful) the courtroom adversary of God could have built a simple case against God character (which is his glory) by concluding that the all-knowing God knew of Satan’s future sin when the all-powerful God created Satan.  The slander (“devil” is the translation of the Greek word “diabolos” which means “slanderer” and “false accuser”) would have continued by questioning the justice of God while at the same time challenging his worthiness to be God.  Satan (“accuser”) or the devil (“false accuser”) would have stated that a God who willingly creates a being whom he foreknew would rebel and be destined to the lake of fire is not a just God and is not a God of love.  Any God who would do this is not worthy to be worshipped nor to be honored as God.   God’s response could be one of two things:

1) The omnipotent God could demonstrate his absolute power in front of all the angels and send Satan immediately to the Lake of Fire.  This would forever solidify in the eyes of all creation that the LORD is the God of absolute power.  This is true but far short of “the manifold wisdom of God”.
2) The All Wise God could call a recess in the trial, send Satan to the earth to await a demonstration of his true character which is so much more than omniscience and omnipotence.   
God chose to suspend the sentence of Lucifer. This would provide God an opportunity to demonstrate his character or glory and produce abundant evidence of his multifaceted wisdom, justice and righteousness.  During time the LORD would demonstrate his wisdom and rich character and then in the end He would call witnesses to testify on his behalf.  These witnesses would ultimately be the ones who dismiss Satan’s accusations against the LORD and bring him to face his judgment of eternity in the Lake of  Fire.
Now you can understand this verse in Ephesians 3:8-11 written by Paul for the church concerning God’s eternal purpose for human history and particularly the church.

“This grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration (dispensations) of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all thins.  His intent was the now, through the church , the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Ultimately the manifold wisdom of God that could not be understood in that ancient courtroom was demonstrated in the lives of humans.  The LORD’S purpose from eternity pass was to demonstrate the fullness of the wisdom of God on the cross through Jesus Christ.  Those who receive this grace and believe are the church.  They will make the full character of God “known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms.”  

In other words, God is demonstrating his character in the lives of believers and they in turn are making that character known among the angels who in Satan’s original trial had no reason to doubt Satan’s accusations.  When the court resumes in the future there will be no doubt and Paul’s words to the Corinthians will occur: 


“Do you not know that we will judge angels?”  (1 Corinthians 6:3)

In the garden of Eden man was just about to be drawn into this conflict of which was his purpose for being created.  Realize God is just and those who serve him in time will be lavishly rewarded for eternity.  Paul writes:


“Our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far 

outweighs them all.”                   (2 Corinthians 4:17)

In Genesis 3 Satan did enter the garden and in typical fashion he slandered and accused God and his word.  Mankind ate from the tree and found themselves under the same damnation as the devil – the eternal fire.  The Lord entered the garden found the man, the woman and Satan.  Satan was promised that a child of the woman would crush his head or ultimately destroy all of Satan’s power.  In the process of bringing the death blow to Satan’s plan this man would be injured.  The Lord then taught the man and the woman how to sacrifice an animal.  It would have been their first experience with death as they watched the Lord slaughter, skin and sacrifice the animal.  They had been clearly told that a man would come through the human race to crush Satan’s power that he had gained but this man would also pay a great price.  Not only would this man be injured in the process of destroying Satan’s power, this man would be the one to pay the price for mankind’s rebellion to God.  Adam and Eve understood this, they believed this but they could never go back to the garden.  The first dispensation had ended suddenly and with man’s failure.  The second dispensation begins now.
The second dispensation begins in Genesis 4 and ends in Genesis 9.

“In order to know where you are and what you should do you need to know where you come from and where you are going.”
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