What About the Terrorist?
People usually ask what is God going to do about the terrorist?

Are they not the epitome of “violence” or “hamas”?

We recall that Isaiah 10:5 called Assyria the rod of God’s anger that would be sent against a godless nation. 


“Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whose hand is the club of my wrath!  I send 
him against a godless nation (Judah), I dispatch him against a people who anger me.” 





(Isaiah 10:5,6)

 By the time we get to Isaiah 10:12  God says concerning Assyria, the nation he is using to punish Judah:

 “When the Lord has finished all his work against Mount Zion and Jerusalem (referring 
to punishing them with the Assyrian threat) he will say, ‘I will punish the king of Assyria

 for the willful pride, of his heart and the haughty look in his eyes. . .Therefore, the Lord, 
the Lord Almighty will send a wasting disease upon his sturdy warriors. . .in a single day 
it will burn and consume his thorns and his briers. . .it will completely destroy. . .” 






(Isaiah 10:12-19)

This is a typical example of God using a violent nation to punish another violent nation.  With out knowing directly from  God what he is doing and what is plan is I do suggest that we consider ourselves, the United States of America, to be in the position of Judah and the terrorist in the position of the  Assyrians.  Judah is described in Isaiah 10 in ways that describe the United States government and its people: godless, a people who anger God.  God may be using the terrorist to humble and punish  the United States.

How we respond in the next few years will determine everything about our future.  If you recall when Amos spoke to Israel, which is the northern ten tribes, (Amos 2:6-9:10) in 760 BC. They choose not to respond and did not change but got worse.  God then sent the Assyrians and King Tiglath-Pileser III into their land 17 years later in 743 BC and took 37 ton of silver from Israel.
Did this wake them up?  No.  The assassinations of the kings of Israel continued but the people and the government refused to change. In 723 the final siege on Samaria, the capital city of Israel began and by 721, one forty year generation after Amos’ warnings Samaria was destroyed and the surviving people deported.
The final generation of Israel 760-721 BC:

	YEAR
	 EVENTS SHOWING A SIGN OF AN ANGRY GOD

	793-753
	Jeroboam II – prosperous 41 year reign as king in Israel

	760
	Amos prophesies to Israel

	753
	Zechariah – king of Israel; Assassinated in 6 months

	752
	Shallum –king of Israel; Assassinated in 1 month 

	752
	Menahem – king of Israel for 10 years

	743
	Tiglath-Pileser III – king of Assyria invades Israel and takes 37 ton of silver according
         to 2 Kings 15:19 and existing annals of Assyria

	742 
	Pekahiah – becomes king of Israel; Assassinated in two years

	740
	Pekah – becomes king of Israel; assassinated after 20 years

	732
	Tiglath-Pilesar takes possession of the northern parts of Israel’s land (Naphtali’s                                                      territory and the land of Gilead on the east of Galilee (2 Kings 15:29

	732
	Hoshea – becomes king of Israel

	732
	Tiglath-Pileser takes another 37 tons of silver and 750 pounds of gold

	723
	Hoshea – betrays Assyrias new king Shalmaneser.  Hoshea is taken to Assyria and
         Shalmaneser lays siege to Samaria.

	721
	Israel’s capital city Samaria falls to Sargon, king of Assyria; people are deported


Israel ends up being destroyed by the Assyrians who are God’s rod of judgment.  Israel had both signs from God and prophets helping them make the connections. Israel did not repent as Nineveh did.
Judah would have their chance in 701 BC but the results would be different.  In 729 Hezekiah became king of Judah.  In 705 Sargon dies in battle.  In 701 BC Sennacherib, the new king of Assyria, attacked Judah’s fortified cities and took them.  Hezekiah paid  Sennacherib 11 tons of silver and one ton of gold which was all the gold that was in the temple to leave Judah alone.
Sennacherib then sends his field commander against Judah. .

Judah delivered

Habakkuk – nation more wicked than us is attacking us

Ezekiel 38-39
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