Greek Verbs

Tense, Voice and Mood

Tense:


Aorist



It happened in the past at one point in time.



“I ate the pie (all at the same time).


Imperfect



It happened in the past over a period of time.



“I ate the pie (over a period of time).


Perfect



It happened in the past with results that keep on affecting us now.



Ephesians 2:8 – “For it is by grace you have been saved. . .”

Voice:


Active 



Subject produces the action



“I threw the ball.”


Middle



The subject is involved in the action but in some way the action is in the 



interest of the subject.




“I threw the ball away from myself.”


Passive



The subject receives the action.



“I was thrown the ball.”

Mood:   (Refers to the manner in which an action is conceived by the speaker.)


Imperative 



The mood of a command or a petition.


Indicative



A statement of fact or a question.



Asserts or declares



The action really did happen.  



It is the mood of reality.



“It will happen.”      “It did happen.”      “It is happening.”


Optative



The mood most removed from actuality. 



It is a polite request without any connotation of anticipated realization.  



It has an air of perplexity or possibility.  

It always has a remoteness with regard to whether or not the action might 


come into being.  


Subjunctive



It is the mood of potential.



Expressed in view of contingencies but with expectation of realization.



“Jesus died (incicative mood) that all might (subjunctive mood) saved.

