Greek

Verbs

Tense, Voice, Mood


Tenses



a. past




1. imperfect




2. aorist

3. perfect –
indicates that a past event is now completed or it has a continuing effect or consequence in the present.




4.  plurperfect



b. present



c. future


Voices
(expresses relation between the subject of a verb and the action)



a. active - 
I throw the ball



b. middle- 
the subject is involved in the action, most often in the 

interest of the subject itself.



c. passive- 
the subject receives the action of the verb


Mood

(refers to the manner in which an action is conceived by the speaker.)



a. indicative –

 The mood of reality.  It means the event actually

 occurred as indicated.  Jn.  1:1



b. subjunctive – 
Potential mood.  It could happen potentially. 

Jn 14:31



c. imperative – 
The mood of command.  1 Cor.11:24.   Matt. 5:44



d. optative – 

Expresses a wish.  2 Thes. 3:5

Verb Tenses

. . . the colorful and vivid world of the Greek New Testament




(notes taken from “The Discovery Bible from BMH Books)

Present Tense


. . .conveys continuous or habitual action.  



1)  Continuous or uninterrupted action – John 15:4

 “. . .unless it [continuously] abides. . .unless you


[continuously] abide. . .”



2)  Action that happens over and over again – Matthew 10:1




“. . .to [repeatedly] cast them out, and to [over and over again]





heal every kind of disease.”



3)  Customary or habitual action – Matthew 7:12




“. . . you [customarily] want people to [customarily] treat you.”

Helping Words:  Continuously, repeatedly, over and over again, uninterruptedly, constantly, keep on, customarily, habitually.

Aorist Tense

. . .conveys “point action.”  This means the action is viewed as complete whole or one-time action.  Such action depends on the context.



1)  “Effective” or “successful” action – 1 Timothy 1:3




“. . .you may [effectively] instruct certain men.”




2 Timothy 2:4 – 




“. . .So that he may [successfully] please. . .”



2)  “Single” (one time) action – Matthew 5:28




“. . .looks on a woman to lust [even once]. . .”



3)  Action wrapped up as a “single package” – Luke 17:4




“If he sins against you seven times a day, and returns to you 

seven times.”  (Here “sins” and “returns” include all the possible occasions of these acts in one single idea.)



4)  Action viewed as an anticipated fact or reality – John 15:7




“If you [really do abide in Me, and My words [really do] abide 

in you. . .”

Helping Words: effectively, successfully, completely, even once, ever, as a whole, indeed, in fact, actually, really do.

Present Imperative 

. . .Orders or commands that are expected to have continuous or repeated application are given in the present tense.  Therefore, the present imperative essentially means, “Follow this command as often as the situation or need arises.”



1)  2 Corinthians 13:5 – “Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith;

 examine yourselves!”



2)  1 Corinthians 16:13 – “Be. . .stand. . .act. . .be. . .” (each bring out the 

call to a long-term commitment conveyed by this tense.

Aorist Imperative 


. . .This moves away from the call to a long-term commitment of the present 

imperative to the call for a specific and definite decision. 

1)  John 15:4 – “Abide in Me,” is not primarily dealing with a future kind of life-style, but rather with a call for a definite preference regarding fellowship with Himself.  

NOTE:


A)  Aorist imperative compels you to a choice.



1)  usually relates to a particular and specific situation.



2) calls for a decisive choice to effectively accomplish an action.



3) focuses on decision.


B)  Present imperative commits you to a process.



1)  usually relates to a more general and recurring situation.



2)  calls for a long-term way of doing something.



3)  focuses on the broader consideration of life-style.

Negative present Imperative  

In the majority of cases, the negative present imperative has the meaning “Stop doing this!”  

1)  John 20:17 – “Do not touch Me.”  Does not say “Do not touch me at all,” but, says, “Stop touching Me.”

Negative Aorist Imperative (Subjunctive) 


Has a different focus than the negative present imperative.


Negative present imperative stresses on forbidding that an action continue.


Negative aorist imperative lays the stress on the action never happening at all.



1)  2 Timothy 1:8, “therefore do not be ashamed [never at any time] of the 

testimony of our Lord.”

Perfect Tense

Conveys a completed action that has lingering effects or that leaves an ongoing result or condition.  

An event in the perfect tense is “a completed action, the effects of which still continue in the present”

In past action it “affirms an existing result.”

Very often the thought “and now still is” recaptures the meaning of the perfect tense when supplied to the translation.


1)  Hebrews 1:4 – “He has inherited [and now still has]. . .”


2)  Hebrews 2:9 – “. . .crowned [and now still is] with glory and honor. . .”


3)  Hebrews 12:2 – “and has sat down [and now still is seated] at the . . .”

The sense most often conveyed by the perfect tense is the continuance of the effect of the action (not the action itself).

John 19:30 – “It is finished!”  The perfect tense brings out that the results and effects of His sacrificial death are anything but over and finished.  

Imperfect Tense

Conveys repeated action in past time.  In other words, an action that occurred more than once.


1) Mark 5:18 – “. . .was entreating. . .”


2) Mark 6:41 – “. . .He kept giving [repeatedly, over and over again]. . .

It also conveys habitual or customary action.


1) Matthew 26:55 “Every day I used to sit in the temple teaching.”


2) 1 Peter 3:5, “. . .used to [customarily] adorn themselves.”
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